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CANDIDATE Q&A

The Sandpiper posed four questions to candidates 
for City Council, with a 200-word limit for each 

response. Answers to Question 1 are presented in 
the order candidates will appear on the ballot, as 
determined by a random drawing by the Secretary 
of State. Candidate order for other questions was 
randomly generated.
1. CLIMATE ACTION: The City’s Climate Action 

Plan (CAP) is now 10 years old, and a long-overdue 
Update is now planned for FY 2026-2027. What 
are your top three priorities for changes/
revisions to the CAP, and why?

Meghan Spieker: I applaud the engaged residents 
who advocated for the long-overdue update to Del 
Mar’s Climate Action Plan (CAP). My three priorities 
would be:
First, rely on the best available science and data. 
The updated CAP should establish clear, measurable 
goals and prioritize strategies that deliver meaningful 
environmental benefits.
Second, build on programs where Del Mar has already 
demonstrated momentum. Our single-use plastic bans 
and other waste-reduction efforts provide a strong 
foundation. We should evaluate what is working, 
expand successful initiatives where appropriate, and 
demonstrate how a small community can lead by 
example.
Third, prioritize climate adaptation that addresses 
Del Mar’s particular vulnerabilities. Our exposure 
to flooding, storm surge, wildfire, and other climate-
related risks requires practical investments in 
resilience. That includes effective flood protection 
along the San Dieguito River, as well as ensuring 
that our firefighting capabilities and emergency 
preparedness keep pace with increasing wildfire risk.
The updated CAP should be ambitious but also 
practical—grounded in science, measurable outcomes, 
and the specific environmental and public-safety 
challenges facing Del Mar.
Jeff Sturgis: Del Mar’s CAP focuses on the following 
locally implemented strategies: Transportation; 
Energy & Buildings; Waste, wastewater & water; Urban 
tree planting program. I support maintaining these 
strategies. My CAP priorities:
First, update the CAP with current data to see where 
each CAP strategy has been achieved or where any 
strategy has fallen short.

Second, focus on further measures that help achieve 
any strategy where Del Mar has fallen short.
Third, accelerate City wide undergrounding in a 
fiscally responsible manner as that reduces the 
risk of fires and as well as the current need for tree 
trimming thereby preserving Del Mar’s tree canopy. In 
conjunction with this I would accelerate a tree planting 
program that restores and complements investments 
in road and median improvements.
Terry Gaasterland: First of all, climate change is 
real, and it is happening worldwide now. Therefore, 
it is important for each individual person to make 
choices that reduce greenhouse gases. For example, 
rooftop solar panels with battery backup, electric 
vehicles, electric appliances, and skylights and 
lightwells are all choices each of us can make.
The city is hiring an expert consultant to evaluate and 
make recommendations to our Climate Action Plan. 
We have been implementing our CAP for 10 years.
My top priority is to receive the consultant’s 
recommendations with creative ideas and new 
solutions, and to build them into an updated Plan. My 
next priority is to encourage our residents to become 
more familiar with the Plan and the importance of 
each of us doing as much as we can. Another priority 
is for the City to find ways to reduce greenhouse gases 
in the City’s operations and plant more greenery 
throughout the city without blocking views. For 
example, we can aim for an all-electric or hybrid 
vehicle fleet. We also need to stay informed on what 
other cities and agencies are doing so that we can 
incorporate their innovations in Del Mar.
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The Sandpiper is published by the Del Mar Community 
Alliance, a 501(c)(4) non-profit. Its purpose is to advocate 
the Del Mar Community Plan, to foster informed public 
and government decision-making regarding issues affecting 
the community of the City of Del Mar, and to encourage a 
social and political climate favorable to the protection of the 
community character of the City of Del Mar and its environs.
Editorial Board: Jeff Barnouw, Bud Emerson, Hylton 
Lonstein, Julie Maxey-Allison, Don Mosier, Betty Wheeler. 
All editors, writers, and photographers are volunteers. Email: 
editor@delmarsandpiper.org
This publication depends upon the contributions of readers like 
you. Send contributions to: Sandpiper, 1155 Camino Del Mar 
#436, Del Mar, CA 92014. Make checks payable to Sandpiper, 
or pay online. Contributions are not tax-deductible.

The Sandpiper’s Leadership Donors
Over the years, hundreds of Del Mar citizens have donated 
generously to the Del Mar Community Alliance (DMCA) in 
support of the Sandpiper. Since 2018, more than $296,000 
has been contributed by Del Mar citizens, making it possible 
to bring the Sandpiper to every Del Mar family at no cost, 
via their mailboxes and online. The list below represents the 
community’s cumulative leadership giving to DMCA between 
2018 and February 13, 2026. Thank you!

Joel Holliday Circle ($5,000+)
Jeff Barnouw, remembering Dagmar Barnouw | Rosanne 

Rennie Holliday and Joel Holliday* | Lynn and Charlie Gaylord 
Rod Franklin | Bud and Mary Ann Emerson | Maryka and 

George Hoover* | Betty Wheeler and Dwight Worden | Mary 
and Jeff Friestedt | Judd and Susan Halenza | Louise Keeling 

and Ralph Keeling | Ann Feeney and Don Mosier | Suzi Resnick 
and Stan Marks | Patricia and Marc Brutten

Chuck Newton Circle ($2,500+)
Linda and Frank Chisari | Anne and John Farrell* | Nancy 
Fisher and Mike Salt | Rose Ann and Ira Sharp* | Ellen and 

Tim Haviland | Arthur Olson and Shirley King | Sherryl Parks   
Penny and Buck Abell | Francine and Nick Frost | Philip and 

Karen Posner | Nancy and John Weare | Chic and Joe Sullivan    
Arlene and Ronald Prater | Gloria Sandvik and Harold Feder 

Carol Mason* | Ted and Gale Bakker | Sandra and Bram Dijkstra 
Lee Haydu and Bill Sims | Beth Levine | Bob and Melissa Gans 

Richard Thompson | Jim Crouch and Elizabeth Bell
John Kerridge Circle ($1,000+)

Sheila and Michael Sharpe | Glenn and Randee Warren | James 
Nystrom | Judith and Dr. Marc Schuckit | Deborah Lawson 
and Paul Cleveland | Linda and Mel Katz | William Holliday 

Pat JaCoby* | Carol and John Kerridge* | Catherine Atcheson 
Chuck Freebern* | Chana Mannen | Catherine and Phil Blair 
Liz and Wayne Dernetz | Linda Hirshberg | Dr. Lawrence J. 

Schneiderman* | Richard and Ruth Simons, remembering John 
Kerridge | Karl and Greet Hostetler*

Publisher’s Circle ($500+)
Barbara and John Healy | Phyllis and Ed Mirsky | Jennifer and 
Alan Lonbom | Steven Reich | Fiona Kaper and Reza Kasnavi 
Alan and Ulla Sweedler* | Joe Calabro and Joanne Gervase 

Katherine and Tom Sohn | Palmer and Susan Taylor | Barbara 
Marmor | Nancy and David Doyle | John Goodkind and Felise 

Levine* | John and Gale Graybill | Barbara and Joe Harper     
Joe Jelley | Vernie and John McGowan | Tanya Young and 

Michael McManus | Madonna Messina | Nicole and Tom O’Neil 
Jane Brown Voss and Steve Voss | Tema and David Halpern 

Deborah Lyons | Diane Cherson and Douglas Barile | Leslie Coll
*In Memoriam

EDITORIAL

The decision of the 22nd District Agricultural 
Association Board to end discussions with Del Mar 

about affordable housing after more than two years of 
negotiations was shocking but not surprising. The 22nd 
DAA Board (“the Board”) often signaled that it was 
unlikely to support an agreement for a specific site on 
the timetable required by the State.
The Board unanimously approved the Exclusive 
Negotiating Rights Agreement (ENRA) between Del 
Mar and the 22nd DAA in April 2024. But it “paused” 
housing negotiations in February 2025 because 
of public comments by then-Mayor Gaasterland 
supportive of a rail realignment through the 
fairgrounds. Although ENRA negotiations resumed, 
Board members showed little appetite for actually 
reaching an agreement with Del Mar by the November 
2026 deadline, even as they regularly proclaimed their 
support for affordable housing. 
After Del Mar used more than half of a $1.8M state 
grant to fund a feasibility report analyzing specific 
fairgrounds sites for affordable housing, the Board 
largely ignored the report’s findings, and took all the 
potential sites located in the City of Del Mar off the 
table, designating the lowest ranking and most difficult 
to implement site, the Surf & Turf RV Park, located in 
the City of San Diego, as the only alternative. On August 
18, the Board majority decided that site had too many 
obstacles to develop, and ended the “collaboration” with 
Del Mar.
Fairgrounds housing is a key program in Del Mar’s 
certified Housing Element (HE). The State housing 
agency required Del Mar to include “contingency” 
sites in the HE, to be upzoned for affordable housing 
if no agreement for fairgrounds housing is secured by 
November 2026. Those contingency sites are North 
Bluff, where Seaside Ridge is proposed (pending 
litigation), and the Staver “South Bluff” property.
There were lots of flashing yellow lights warning Del 
Mar that the negotiations with the 22nd DAA Board 
would fail. Some Board members stated that no site 
could be agreed to until after the 22nd DAA’s Master 
Plan is adopted, a decision that is years away. Del Mar 
should have been open to negotiations with the Seaside 
Ridge developers for project modifications to reduce 
the project size and mitigate impacts. There is still an 
opening for those negotiations.
For years, we have been warned that just saying “No” 
to our affordable housing obligations would result in a 
loss of local control. That day has come: the Fair Board, 
two developers, the courts, the State, and the Attorney 
General have more leverage than the City. We need 
leaders who know how to think strategically about how 
to achieve our housing obligations, not just naysayers.

LESSONS LEARNED?
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Start with a morning pastry and end with a 
dessert at Desserts by Clement— or stop in 

any time. Branching out from its shop in Pacific 
Beach, French native pastry chef Clement Le Déoré 
creates jewel toned fruit shaped petite cakes and 
tiny mousse-based bears along with laminated and 
almond croissants among other singular baked 
goods and coffee. 9AM-9PM Daily. 1555 Camino 
Del Mar, 858-369-0002. dessertsbyclement.com.

DESSERTS BY CLEMENT
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

Photo: Julie Maxey-Allison

Jas Grewal: The Climate Action Plan should:
1. Convert voluntary green-building recommendations 

into enforceable building codes, including all-
electric requirements for new construction.

2. Expand EV charging infrastructure and create safer, 
better-connected pedestrian and bicycle corridors.

3. Protect Del Mar’s tree canopy by replacing 
removed trees, requiring fire-resistant trees in new 
development, and encouraging additional planting 
citywide where appropriate and feasible.

2. REGIONAL RELATIONSHIPS: How do 
you assess the City’s relationships with 
key regional and governmental partners, 
including SANDAG, NCTD, the Fair Board, 
and our representatives in Congress and 
the state legislature, and what would you 
do to build on/improve these relationships 
to the benefit of Del Mar?

Jas Grewal: Del Mar’s regional partnerships depend 
on Council Members building strong, productive 
relationships. We have good working ties with 
Congressman Levin and other state representatives 
who have helped secure important grant funding, and 
NCTD. But past actions by a single councilmember 
have damaged relationships with SANDAG and 
the Fairgrounds. Rebuilding that trust is essential. 
My priority is to meet with these agencies, reopen 
communication, restore productive partnerships, and 
ensure Del Mar has a strong voice in decisions that 
directly affect residents.
Terry Gaasterland: Regarding SANDAG, I have 
been a proactive partner on SANDAG and have 
vigorously defended the interests of Del Mar residents 
during regional decisions that impact our City. I 
have built alliances, mutual trust, and open lines of 
communication with Board members from the county 
and the cities in our region.
Regarding NCTD, I have relentlessly opposed fencing 
on our bluff and sought to work with NCTD to find 
ways for our residents to get to the other side of the 
tracks for beach access. I believe strongly that railroad 

development plans can be accomplished without 
tunneling, eminent domain, or undue stress to our 
residents, and without destroying Del Mar’s natural 
beauty.
Regarding the Fair Board, Del Mar has done its part to 
be a good partner while also protecting the interests of 
Del Mar residents, including traffic-calming measures, 
paving Jimmy Durante Blvd, and sharing our Fire 
Station. The Fairgrounds is a state agency and controls 
its own zoning.
The City has excellent, longstanding relationships with 
our Congressman and our state representatives. We 
also have a lobbyist in Sacramento representing the 
interests of Del Mar residents.
Our relationships are strong and productive. Let’s keep 
it that way.
Jeff Sturgis: Del Mar’s relationships with key 
governmental bodies/agencies have been demonstrably 
ineffective. Improving these relationships are critical 
but requires tailored solutions. Look at the recent 
Fairgrounds board vote. After spending years, over a 
million dollars on grant funded consulting services 
and countless staff time, the fairgrounds board said 
“No.” This is emblematic of the majority of residents 
that cite “Del Mar hires consultants and studies 
everything to death, but never does anything.” When 
the North Coast Transportation District (NCTD) 
attempted to install fencing along our scenic bluffs, the 
City clearly failed to take any action with the Surface 
Transportation Board and the California Coastal 
Commission (CCC) to stop it. Why? Because this City 
had established no working relationship with these 
agencies. Residents formed the Friends of Del Mar 
Bluffs (FDMB) and stopped the fencing. As a resident 
and Board member of FDMB, I will never stop fighting 
against NCTD fencing and maintaining our right to 
beach access. Del Mar is not effectively lobbying our 
governmental entities to retain local control. We need 
to engage all levels of government and form coalitions 
with other cities to create more of a force with the 
regional, state and federal governmental bodies and 
agencies.

Continued from Page 1

Continued on Page 6
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HONOR BAR
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

Photo: Julie Maxey-Allison

In place of Bully’s, Honor Bar has opened after 
years of construction behind the green wood 

fence on Camino Del Mar.
Part of the Hillstone Restaurant Group scattered 
about the country, Honor Bar is cashless and 
does not take reservations. The menu offers 
an assortment of  sushi rolls and casual fare, a 
burger, salads and such. There is a busy central 
bar for seating and the welcoming, efficient black 
clad staff notes they are best set up for parties 
of two and the “ability to accommodate parties 
larger than four is very limited.”
They do not provide child seats or allow strollers 
in the dining room. Their “proper attire required” 
signage at entrance —“no sports and team athletic 
wear, including headwear or jerseys, gym style 
clothes, including sleeveless shirts or sweatpants, 
and footwear like slides or flip flops”—has been 
relaxed for Del Mar. Dogs allowed at outdoor 
tables. 
Open daily 11AM-10PM. 1404 Camino Del Mar 
with parking below. 858-284-1206.

On August 17th, Rep. Mike Levin (CA-
49) met with labor, clean energy, and 
environmental and consumer advocates for 
a roundtable of the House Democrats Gas 
& Utilities Affordability Working Group in 
Del Mar Town Hall. The group discussed 
how to tackle rising energy costs and 
potential solutions to the country’s energy 
challenges. The participants shared ideas 
on how to lower energy costs and proposed 
potential legislative solutions.
Energy prices are rising rapidly in 
California, straining many households’ 
budgets. Legacy utilities like San Diego 
Gas & Electric (SDG&E) are making huge 
profits, while their rates are the highest in 
the continental US. Over 20% of SDG&E 
customers are behind on their payments. 
Customers are being charged for wildfire 
damage caused by SDG&E equipment, 
while SDG&E investors earn a guaranteed 
profit and are shielded from liability.
The legislative actions proposed by the 
Working Group, which were not revealed 
at the press conference following the 
closed meeting, will depend on the 
Democrats seizing control of the House 
of Representatives after the November 
midterm elections.

IN BRIEF
AFFORDABLE ENERGY

mRNA FLU VACCINE COMING
by Don Mosier | Rimini Road

On August 11th, the FDA (finally) approved the 
mRNA flu vaccine produced by Moderna. 

Clinical trials involving more than 40,000 
subjects over the age of 50 showed that the 
Moderna mRNA flu vaccine (called mFlusiva), 
which contained copies of viral hemagglutinin 
sequences from 4 currently circulating strains, 
provided more protection than the standard 
egg-produced killed virus vaccine. The 
incidence of flu was 2% in mFlusiva recipients 
and 2.8% in standard-dose recipients, a 
statistically significant protective advantage 
for the mRNA formulation. In a subgroup of 
vaccine recipients over 65 years old, mFlusiva 
maintained its protective edge.
The big advantage of mRNA flu vaccines is 
that they can quickly be reformulated to match 
new flu variants. Traditional egg-produced flu 
vaccines take around 6 months to make, so it 
has been a yearly guessing game to try to match 
the flu sequence decided on in the spring with 
the flu strains causing disease in the fall.
Moderna has indicated that mFlusiva will be 
available for this fall flu season. Exactly when 
it will arrive at local pharmacies or doctor’s 
offices is still to be determined. The traditional 
flu vaccine is still pretty good, so it is the best 
option if mFlusiva is not available.
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by Ashley Simpkins | Executive Director
2026 Fall Benefit: Dinner, Drinks, Dueling Pianos!
On October 3, DMCC will celebrate the incredible 
community support that makes it possible to serve older 
adults aging independently at home with a night of music 
and mayhem! The fun-filled interactive evening will feature 
the Killer Dueling Pianos, as well as a sunset cocktail hour, 
delicious dinner, and open wine and beer bar. To learn 
more about the event and purchase tickets, visit www.
dmcc.cc/Fall Benefit. Don’t waste any time – RSVPs are 
due September 18!
Fight the Flu – It Starts With You!
Did you know approximately 80% of flu deaths occur in 
older adults? The single most important measure you can 
take to protect yourself and loved ones from influenza is to 
get your flu vaccine shot every Fall. 
DMCC will host our annual flu vaccine clinic on Friday, 
September 18, 12:30pm – 3pm, on the patio of the Del 
Mar Community Building, 225 9th St. A CVS pharmacist 
will be there to dispense shots specialized for the 65+ 
population, and shots are free with Medicare and most 
private insurance plans. Covid boosters will be available 
too – you can get double the protection in one visit! Have 
a snack on us while you enjoy a beautiful view of the 
ocean, say hello to friends and neighbors, and do your part 
to protect yourself and the community from infectious 
disease. This year, you’ll also have the opportunity to meet 
new Del Mar Fire Marshal Medi Maldonado, who will 
attend and provide all the resources that our local hero first 
responders have to keep our community safe.
To reserve your shot and register for a specific timeslot, 
visit www.dmcc.cc/fluclinic. 
Volunteer of the Month – July and August
DMCC’s Volunteer of the Month for July 2026 was Tema 
Halpern. Tema is a former board member of DMCC, 
who was co-nominated by current board member Ann 
Feeney for her invaluable work on the Social Good Time 
Committee, who said “Tema is such a valuable member of 
the team, always volunteering to help out at all of our social 
events, and coming up with innovative ideas to make them 
even better.” Tema was co-nominated by Tuesday Lunch 
Connections Captain Phyllis Mirsky, who said “Tema’s 
enthusiasm, kindness, and dedication make a difference 
in everything she does. She brings warmth, energy, and a 
genuine spirit of service to our community.”
In August, we recognized two volunteers, married 
couple Enid and Mark Sherman. Enid is a member of the 
Program Committee who shows a lot of determination as 
she helps to shape our educational programming, as well 
as the instructor of our Learn to Play Mah Jongg class. 
Enid’s husband Mark brought something completely new 
and creative to DMCC’s activity calendar by teaching 
Watercolors for Beginners. DMCC Programs Committee 
Chair Carol German commented “Enid and Mark bring 
a wealth of passion, experience, and heart to everything 
they do. They embody the welcoming, neighborly spirit that 
makes Del Mar such a special place to live.”

During the first eight days of August, the concert 
music scene in Del Mar centered around the 
Del Mar International Composers Symposium 
(DMICS).  Composers, performing artists, 
and students-in-residence workshopped and 
performed new concert music pieces.  Founded in 
2019 by composer and Del Mar resident Jordan 
Kuspa, DMICS now is in its seventh season.  
In Jordan’s words, “the Del Mar International 
Composers Symposium is designed to allow 
composers and performers a space to collaborate 
intimately on the creation and presentation of new 
works, while inviting the public to experience that 
process first-hand.’’
Multiple performances and a special evening talk 
occurred throughout the week with the public 
invited for free or low-cost ticketed events.  The 
artistic performers included Hub New Music (one 
of the leading contemporary musical ensembles), 
Lyyra (all woman vocal ensemble), i/O String 
Quartet, and Tasha Koontz (operatic vocal).  
Cellist Shannon Hayden brought a humanizing 
touch to classical composition and performance 
when she spoke very passionately about her career 
path and goals of connecting people to nature 
through music.
This year’s DMICS composition faculty have 
national and international acclaim. Texu Kim, 
Polina Nazaykinsakaya, Juri Seo, Daniel Wohl, 
and Jordan Kuspa led this year’s students to 
produce and perform original works. These pieces 
were professionally recorded and available for the 
students’ use in their professional portfolios.
The Del Mar Foundation is proud to have been 
the leading sponsor for the program over the last 
seven years. DMICS is another example of why we 
cherish our Del Mar community.

COMPOSERS IN DEL MAR
by Tom Neuman MD | DMF President

Cellist Shannon Hayden performing as part of her DMICS 
presentation. 
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Meghan Spieker: Too many of Del Mar’s regional 
relationships are poor, as evidenced by the recent 
breakdown in all affordable housing negotiations with 
the Fairgrounds. Del Mar’s standing with SANDAG 
has likewise declined since 2018, when Del Mar’s 
Mayor served as SANDAG’s chair. To achieve the 
best outcomes—including on rail realignment and 
preservation of local control—we cannot operate in 
isolation. We need strong advocacy and effective 
working relationships.
As I have said from the outset of my campaign, 
“Del Mar needs a bridge builder. That’s what I am.” 
Rebuilding relationships with regional stakeholders 
is one of my core objectives. I have already begun 
that work through meetings with state legislators and 
other decision-makers, as well as the broad coalition 
reflected in endorsements from Congressman Levin, 
the Deputy Sheriffs’ Association, and the Sierra Club.
I will bring the strategic thinking and legal perspective 
I developed through more than 15 years as a business 
litigator, along with the patience, discipline, and 
communication skills I developed through nonprofit 
leadership and advocacy. My goal is to advocate firmly 
for Del Mar while finding common ground wherever 
possible. We can be principled advocates without being 
isolated ones.
3. WATERMARK: Construction is now underway 

for a 50-unit, 4-story apartment development on 
the empty lot at the intersection of Jimmy Durante 
Blvd. & San Dieguito Dr.  Earlier, the developer 
was pursuing a Specific Plan for a 38-unit, 2-story 
project, with 6 affordable units, 3 to be donated to 
the City. Question for incumbent candidate 
(Gaasterland): In hindsight, do you regret 
your opposition to the Specific Plan? Do you 
think the proposed 38-unit project would 
have been a better outcome for Del Mar? 
Question for non-incumbent candidates: 
Do you think the 38-unit project under 
a Specific Plan would have been a better 
outcome for Del Mar? What do you think 
are the “lessons learned” for Del Mar from 
the Watermark experience?

Jeff Sturgis: The smaller project residents fought 
for would have undoubtedly been better.  The higher 
density 50-unit project has more mass and height 
that impacts residents’ views – something Del Mar 
vigorously protects.    
The larger Watermark project is the result of a series 
of events including California declaring Del Mar’s 
failure to implement parts of its 5th Housing Element 
adopted in 2013, The 5th Housing Element contained 
an unrealistic number of affordable units. The current 
6th Housing Element also has an unrealistic number 
of affordable units. Why? 
Because Del Mar failed to challenge inaccurate data 
used to determine affordable units. The City Council 
and SANDAG knew the allocation was wrong yet did 

nothing. Had the allocation been correctly calculated, 
Del Mar’s affordable housing allocation would have 
dramatically decreased. Less allocation equals less 
drastic rezoning measures and less chances of large 
“by-right” developments like Watermark and the 
proposed Seaside Ridge.
 Lesson learned - letting inaccurate “garbage” data 
drive our 6th cycle Housing Element was a monumental 
disaster. We must proactively ensure we don’t repeat 
this mistake in our 7th Housing Element. Otherwise, 
more state mandated, high-density, and build by 
right development will completely undermine the 
Community Plan and our sense of place.
Jas Grewal: Clearly yes. If a developer brought 
that project to the City Council, it could benefit all 
stakeholders. The lesson is clear: when circumstances 
allow constructive negotiation that seeks common 
ground, a win-win outcome is best.
Meghan Spieker: Clearly, a two-story, 38-unit 
project would have been more in keeping with our 
village character than the bulk and mass of the four-
story, 50-unit project we will now have. I feel for the 
neighbors in this area. The Watermark experience also 
illustrates an important lesson: under current state 
law, saying “no” to a project does not necessarily mean 
a better outcome will follow.
Del Mar has a longstanding reputation for simply 
rejecting development proposals that do not fit our 
vision. I, too, have opposed projects that I believed 
were inconsistent with our community’s interests. 
But the legal landscape has changed. State “by-right” 
provisions and other mandates can limit the City’s 
ability to shape development once certain conditions 
are met.
We therefore need to change our approach: engage 
earlier, plan more proactively, negotiate thoughtfully, 
and consider the potential downside of saying no. 
That does not mean approving everything. It means 
using every tool available to achieve better outcomes—
protecting our village character while realistically 
accounting for state mandates.
The lesson from Watermark is not that Del Mar should 
stop fighting for what we value. It is that we need to be 
more strategic about how we fight for it.
Terry Gaasterland: Watermark received “by right” 
development in 2013. Unfortunately, on July 5th, 2016, 
the city council did not adopt a citizens’ initiative to 
require a vote of the people on high density residential 
projects in commercial zones. This paved the way for 
Watermark. If the council had adopted the measure, 
Watermark would not have been approved without a 
vote of the people. Those councilmembers were Dwight 
Worden, Don Mosier, Sheryl Parks, Terry Sinnott with 
Al Corti recused because he lived next door.
That 2016 initiative went on the ballot as “Measure 
R.” Dwight Worden published an argument AGAINST 
it in the Sandpiper, and the measure was narrowly 
defeated.

Continued from Page 3
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Terry Gaasterland’s response to the Sandpiper’s 
question about Watermark dodges the truth and dares 
voters to ignore her responsibility for the two key votes 
she cast in 2020 that caused the Watermark developer 
to abandon a Specific Plan for a 38-unit development, 
and pursue, instead, the “by right” development  of a 
50-unit, 4-story project.
The Sandpiper’s recap of these disastrous Gaasterland 
votes is here: delmarsandpiper.org/2021-05-003/
Watermark attorney Marco Gonzales’s letter to the 
City reporting the developer’s pivot to a “by right” 
development placed the blame squarely on the two 
“no” voters, including Gaasterland, saying “it is clear 
that [the] required 4 votes needed for a Community 
Plan amendment will not occur in the foreseeable 
future.” 
But you don’t have to take the Sandpiper’s word for 
it. Here is how the City of Del Mar’s own website 
describes it:
“During the 5th Cycle a Watermark Specific Plan was 
in process via a private development application…. 
However, following the City Council votes on 
September 8 and October 5, 2020, which failed to 
pass approval of a Community Plan Amendment for 
North Commercial, the applicant decided to withdraw 
their Specific Plan application and pursue a permit 
application pursuant to Senate Bill 330 for “by-right” 
processing….”
delmar.ca.us/829/Implementation-Overlay-Zone---
5th-Cycle-  (see paragraph 5)
If Gaasterland cannot acknowledge her central role in 
supersizing Watermark, the voters certainly can, and 
should. Ponder that, as you watch the construction 
now underway for the 50-unit, 4-story development at 
Watermark.

WATERMARK TRUTH AND DARE
A Fact Check by the Sandpiper Editorial Board 

In contrast, I have done everything possible to oppose 
high density development adjacent to single family 
homes. I participated in the 2020 Referendum to 
OPPOSE the 3-2 council vote that upzoned the entire 
16-acre North Commercial district. The citizens agreed 
to withdraw the Referendum in return for guarantees 
to (1) NOT upzone 8 acres of riverfront parcels, (2) 
complete a wildfire evacuation plan, (3) upgrade 
San Dieguito Drive to public road quality, (4) protect 
wetlands on Watermark’s property, and more. These 
actions were critical to reduce Watermark’s impacts.
I STAND BY MY DECISION.
4. TOP PRIORITY: If elected, what will your 

top priority be, and how do you plan to 
achieve it?

Terry Gaasterland: My top priority is to finish 
removing the utility poles and wires throughout all 
neighborhoods in Del Mar as quickly as possible. The 
funding was made possible 10 years ago when the 
City‘s residents passed Measure Q, a one-cent sales tax. 
Everyone benefits from undergrounding utilities. The 
project will greatly enhance fire safety, neighborhood 
beauty, and the views of everyone in Del Mar.
The city’s Undergrounding Program has already 
completed one district. Two are underway. The Beach 
Colony is being designed. Design is a fraction of the 
total cost but requires the most time to complete. 
Therefore, we should do the designs for the rest of 
Del Mar now so that the projects are shovel ready as 
funding becomes available.
Concurrently, street paving funded by a separate 
$3 million must be done to bring all our residential 
roads up to high standards. For undergrounding 
districts further into the future, repair the roads now. 
For districts underway, repair the roads as soon as 
undergrounding is complete.
As we establish priorities together, I will consider the 
viewpoints of all residents before deciding how to 
vote. Let’s work together to find viable solutions to our 
challenges and opportunities.
Meghan Spieker: My top priority will be to rebuild 
Del Mar’s influence. Put differently, I will work with 
fellow councilmembers, staff, and residents to earn the 
respect and support of regional partners and decision-
makers. That influence can make or break Del Mar’s 
success on challenges we already face—such as rail 
realignment and the erosion of local control—as well as 
challenges we cannot yet anticipate.
At just 2.2 square miles and with just 3,200 registered 
voters, Del Mar is a tiny community. Yet we have often 
punched above our weight. In conversations with 
former Mayors and Councilmembers, I have heard 
a consistent explanation: Del Mar benefited from a 
sterling reputation, a talented pool of residents, and an 
effective City Council.
I want to rebuild those strengths. That means restoring 
Del Mar’s reputation as a thoughtful and constructive 
regional partner; encouraging greater civic engagement 

and developing new community leaders; and bringing 
preparation, discipline, and follow-through to the 
Council’s work.
We cannot control our size or every decision made 
in Sacramento or the region. But we can control how 
effectively we advocate for Del Mar. My goal is to make 
sure our small community has an outsized voice when 
it matters most.
Jas Grewal: Put residents first by maximizing local 
control over affordable housing while protecting 
neighborhoods, infrastructure, and Community 
Plan—including LOSSAN relocation, wildfire and 
sea-level-rise mitigation without managed retreat, and 
protecting our financial health.
Jeff Sturgis: My highest priority is listening to the 
entire community, thinking and acting independently, 
and making sure I govern with integrity and doing 
what I feel is best for all Del Mar residents. I plan to 
achieve it by continuing what I have done throughout 
my service to Del Mar.
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DATED MATERIAL

An all-day symposium on August 20th 
sponsored by the Samuel Lawrence 
Foundation focused on what to do about 
the nuclear waste stranded at the shuttered 
San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station 
(SONGS). Among the many experts testifying, 
Representatives Mike Levin (D-49th) and 
Scott Peters (D-50th) provided updates on 
federal actions relating to removing and 
storing nuclear waste. They both hoped that 
the storage cannisters would be moved to 
an interim or permanent storage facility 
within 10-15 years. They differed on another 
important issue: how small, modular nuclear 
reactors might contribute to future energy 
needs despite their generation of even more 
radioactive waste. Rep. Peters was all in for 
the new technology, even if it takes 10 years 
or more for commercially viable reactors 
to reach the marketplace, while Rep. Levin 
was much more cautious about how to deal 
with the impacts of adding more nuclear to 
the nation’s energy mix. Meanwhile, local 
ratepayers continue to contribute to the 
nuclear waste cleanup fund, but continued 
delays may well mean that the fund will be 
exhausted before the SONGS waste is finally 
moved.

IN BRIEF
NUCLEAR WASTE STRANDEDInterview with Jon Edelbrock, Community 

Services Director & Chief Lifeguard:  
“Roughly 1.2 million visitors came to our beach 
(May 1st - August 5th).” Alert lifeguards performed 
631 rescues.
*On the sand: the beach was “a very nice 
sandy beach this year, likely due to the sand 
replenishment to our north in 2024 and the series 
of summer south angled long-interval swells 
causing significant fine sand depositing.”    
*In the ocean:  “The Mexican hurricanes didn’t 
have any impacts as far as the size/quality of the 
waves as they produced swell from too southerly 
of an angle.  We have had significant waves since 
June, on and off, from the Southern Hemisphere 
as it is very active down there with more swell on 
its way.  We have had significant humidity, heat, 
and warm water from the tropical storms and 
hurricanes which is also relative to the highly 
probable Super El Niño event anticipated based on 
the Ocean Niño Index.”
 *Stingrays: the count was a low 119 “due to 
lots of wave/surf activity this year creating 
higher energy in the inshore pushing the String 
rays further offshore. But their number usually 
increases later in August and September.”
 *Sharks: “There was one notable shark sighting 
near Tower 7 in Torrey Pines in July.”
*Team: “Our dynamic Community Services team 
makes the job, while challenging, the most fun. 
We take solace in spending time together, enjoying 
the ocean. Most of our part-time seasonal staff 
departs for school, other work, travel, or other 
activities throughout August/September and we 
hope to have them all back in 2027 to help with 
the next high-demand busy summer.

GREAT GUARDS — 2026
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

Note: The City of Del Mar Lifeguards began 
in 1965 with four full time guards.  (San Diego 
County provided lifeguard services 1941-1964.)
Currently there are six full-time lifeguards and 75 
seasonal employees.  


