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Thousands of Velella velella sailed up and landed on our 
shores. Photo: Julie Maxey-Allison

ETHICAL BOUNDARIES
The problems Council Members Quirk and 

Gaasterland seem to have understanding the 
ethical boundaries suggests our community should 
have a conversation about what ethical standards 
we expect from our elected officials.
We asked our AI friend “Perplexity” to summarize 
what ethical behavior should be expected of local 
elected officials. Her list looks like a good starting 
point for a community conversation:” integrity, 
honesty, respect, accountability, fairness, and 
responsibility…always acting in the best interest 
of the public, demonstrating equity and inclusivity 
and avoiding even the appearance of impropriety.”
We should expect Council members to exhibit 
ethical behavior in their interactions with four 
different constituencies.
First, citizens need to know that you disclose 
personal financial interests clearly and recuse 
yourself from deliberations and voting—even the 
appearance of conflict must be avoided. Council 
members must be answerable for their actions 
and decisions, holding themselves accountable 
for actions that end up poorly—own and learn 

from it--gaslighting the public with inaccurate 
information about your mistakes is a way of 
avoiding responsibility. Citizens have a right to 
honest and accurate information from their elected 
leaders, even if it doesn’t help one’s political needs
Second, other Council members must know you can 
be trusted to honor majority decisions even when 
you disagree. Council members should exhibit 
collegial behavior, listening to one another and 
responding to different points of view.
Third, city staff members must be respected and 
free of direct Council interference and intimidation. 
The Council-Manager model of local government is 
intended to keep a firm line between political and 
administrative communication. All staff members 
report to the City Manager to implement policy 
direction which comes from the Council.
Finally, Council members need to accurately 
represent our interests  in their interactions with 
officials from other jurisdictions whose decisions 
often impact our community. Council members 
must be careful that their political alliances with 
other officials do not distort  our official city 
positions. Public appearances by our Council 
members need to carefully differentiate personal 
opinions from city positions, nor should critical 
comments be made about other jurisdictions whom 
we need as allies.
There are many dimensions to ethical behavior in 
the complicated web of local government. Del Mar 
has a long history of out-sized influence regionally. 
Much of the success has come from leaders who are 
scrupulous in their ethical behavior.

EDITORIAL
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Bluff work continues. Photos: Julie Maxey-Allison

IN BRIEF
NOP AGAIN
The project to relocate the railroad tracks 
away from the Del Mar Bluffs took a major 
step forward with the release by SANDAG 
of a new “Notice of Preparation” (NOP) 
dated May 16, identifying alternatives for 
environmental review. Proposed for review 
are three realignments, double-tracking and 
reinforcement of current alignment, plus 
the “No Build” alternative required by law. 
For more information: delmarsandpiper.
org/2025-05-15-news/.

View larger version of map at link listed above.

Del Mar’s own bookstore, Camino: For the 
Road Ahead, opened in April in the Del 

Mar Plaza complete with shelves stocked full 
of books to browse plus a secluded space set up 
for children. Independent book store owners 
since 1989, John Evans and Alison Reid have 
moved south from the Bay Area to Los Angeles 
to San Diego’s Del Mar Highlands where their 
store was named Diesel. They then headed 
west to Del Mar and changed the store name 
to Camino. In addition to books (and audio 
books) and cards, Camino offers a newsletter 
and hosts book groups, author interviews and 
discussions in store and around the plaza. 
Caminobks.com. Open daily at 10:00 AM: 
Mon/Tue to 7:00 PM, Wed-Sat to 8:PM, Sun 
to6:00 PM.1555 Camino Del Mar, 858-925-
7078.

CAMINO ♥ BOOKS
by Julie Maxey-Allison  |  10th Street

Children’s section of Camino Books. Photo: Julie Maxey-Allison
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IN BRIEF
GARDEN WALKABOUTS
Michael Simpson, Professor Emeritus 
from SDSU and head of its herbarium, 
at the post office as part of a Del Mar 
Garden Club tour. He talked about the 
various trees and plants at Powerhouse 
Park and the post office. The Garden 
Club plans to hold plant more walks 
lead by Dr. Simpson at the Library, 
Crest Rim Park, and down Camino Del 
Mar starting again in September and 
continuing throughout the year.

Photo: Hylton Lonstein

COVID UPDATE: GOOD NEWS, GOOD NEWS AND VERY BAD NEWS
by Don Mosier  |  Rimini Road

New variants of the COVID 
virus have arisen by mutation 

and recombination between 
previously circulating strains. The 
dominant variant now circulating 
in the United States is called 
LP.8.1. There is no evidence that 
it causes more severe disease 
than previous variants. Although 
LP.8.1 has several changes from 
its predecessors, the good news 
is that a recent report (doi.org 
/ 10. 1101/2025.05.02.651777) 
showed that vaccination with the 
current COVID vaccine generates 
antibodies that recognize the 
LP.8.1 virus. This indicates that no 
new vaccine needs to be designed 
for your fall booster shot. Good 
news.
The number of COVID cases in California and 
San Diego County continues to decline. The latest 
data from the CDC lists 10 COVID-related deaths/
week in California, a smaller number than previous 
weeks. There were 13 hospitalizations for COVID in 
San Diego County for the last reported week, also a 
reduction from earlier this year. Also good news.
A graph from the CDC shows COVID-related deaths 
in California since the beginning of the pandemic, 
with the scale in thousands of deaths per week. The 
rapid development of mRNA vaccines for COVID 

saved thousands of lives, and the current number of 
10 deaths per week barely registers on the graph.
It is important to remember that a new variant 
that is not recognized following a booster with the 
current vaccine will require a new mRNA vaccine. 
Unfortunately, all research related to mRNA 
vaccines funded by the National Institutes of Health 
has been halted due to unfounded concerns by 
vaccine deniers and Health and Human Services 
Secretary Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. Future vaccines 
will have to be developed by private entities with 
no help from the federal government, and FDA 
approval is uncertain. Very bad news.
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by Ashley Simpkins, Executive Director

Volunteer of the Year 2025, Linda Chisari
At DMCC’s Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event on 
Friday, April 25, Linda Chisari was recognized by the 
Board of Directors for her long service and heartfelt 
dedication as they presented her with the 2025 
Volunteer of the Year Award. In addition to the award 
presented by DMCC, Linda was presented with a County 
Proclamation from County Supervisor Terra Lawson-
Remer’s office and a Certificate of Recognition from 
California State Senator Catherine Blakespear’s office. 
On Monday, June 2, the City of Del Mar is expected 
to deliver a proclamation in Linda’s honor at the City 
Council meeting.
Linda has been the leader of DMCC’s longest-running 
activity, Singing Together, for an unbelievable 23 
years, and she recently retired from the DMCC Board 
of Directors, where she served as Chair of the Social 
Good Times Committee for five years. Board member 
and Tuesday Lunch Connections (TLC) captain Phyllis 
Mirsky originally nominated Linda for Volunteer of the 
Month in September 2024 because Linda had donated 
her time and musical talent to play the piano at DMCC’s 
grant-funded (by the Del Mar Foundation) TLC program 
for the age 85+ residents of Del Mar. Phyllis noted that 
“Linda’s creativity and commitment to the Del Mar 
community is reflected in her continuing stewardship 
of DMCC’s Singing Together Program, which is a 
wonderful opportunity for neighbors to join together in 
music and fellowship, and the senior participants of TLC 
were also fortunate to benefit from the joy she spreads!”
Congratulations Linda! DMCC programs and services 
depend on our incredible volunteers. To learn more 
about Linda, becoming a program leader like she 
is, or any other volunteer role, visit www.dmcc.cc/
volunteerofthemonth.
The Role of Sex and Lifestyle on Alzheimer’s 
Disease
On May 9, DMCC welcomed Dr. Sarah Banks and Ella 
Lifset from UCSD’s Women: Tau and Inflammation 
Study (WITS), and they gave an informative and 
fascinating presentation about the current state of 
Alzheimer’s disease research, especially in regards to 
prevention, and what sex-specific differences exist in the 
disease.
Our friends at Del Mar TV were kind enough to film 
the presentation for those who want to watch it from 
home. If you’d like to view this presentation or any 
other special one-time presentation, you can visit www.
dmcc.cc/dmccspecialprograms. Or you can view a full 
menu of DMCC’s recorded content, including ongoing 
programs like Remarkable Del Mar History and Qigong 
with Ali, event photos, and more, at www.dmcc.cc/
multimedialibrary.
For more information… or to join our email list: 
visit our website at dmcc.cc or contact the DMCC 
office at (858) 792-7565 or dmcc@dmcc.cc.

25 YEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG!
by Tom Neuman MD, DMF President

25th anniversaries are very special! It takes vision 
and sustained commitment to reach this milestone.  
In May, Town Hall was full to the seams as we 
celebrated the 25th anniversary of First Thursdays, 
the Foundation’s premier cultural arts concert series 
– and in particular, we celebrated Lynn Gaylord for 
her instrumental role as founder of DMF’s Cultural 
Arts Committee (CAC) and First Thursdays.
In the 1990s, Barbara Harper led the charge to raise 
funds to restore the very dilapidated Powerhouse 
building, with fiscal sponsorship by the Foundation. 
Fast forward to December 1999, when Del Mar 
residents gathered to cut the ribbon on the new 
Powerhouse Community Center. Lynn Gaylord, a 
DMF Board member (and future President) wanted 
to take full advantage of this new space to educate, 
entertain, and bring our community together. At 
Lynn’s urging, the Foundation created the CAC, 
and on January 26, 2000, at the newly minted 
Powerhouse, Lynn called CAC’s first meeting to order. 
A large and passionate group of residents attended, 
eager to explore cultural opportunities for Del Mar. 
Just four months later, First Thursdays launched its 
inaugural season, featuring three music programs 
in the spring and four lectures in the fall. From that 
inspired beginning, a flagship program was born.
Fast forward to 2025: more than 250 First Thursdays 
programs have been produced by hard-working CAC 
volunteers, with Lynn still an active member. At 
the May 2025 concert, Joe Sullivan, who was DMF 
President in 2000, praised Lynn as “living proof 
that one dedicated individual can make a lasting 
difference.” DMF is profoundly grateful to Lynn, and 
to all our volunteers whose inspired work is a big 
reason why Del Mar is such a special place.

L to R: Joe and Chic Sullivan, Lynn and Charlie Gaylord 
at the May 2025 First Thursdays pre-concert reception.
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Business spaces getting ready, set to open. Photos: Julie Maxey-Allison

For me, a commitment to service doesn’t just 
apply to my professional life, it reflects who I 

am and the things that are important to me in my 
personal life as well. Anyone who knows me knows 
I love animals, especially dogs. Dogs have played 
an important role in my life for as long as I can 
remember. Growing up, we always had dogs and 
that has continued into my adult life. My family 
currently consists of three humans, and three loving 
rescue dogs.
Rescue is important to me because almost a million 
animals are euthanized each year in the USA, 
approximately 400,000 of which are dogs. There 
are so many reasons perfectly wonderful animals 
end up in shelters due to no fault of their own. With 
severe overcrowding and limited resources, many of 
these animals never stand a chance.

Rosie was rescued by the Friends of the Tijuana Humane Society and 
is now living her best life with the Jones family. Photo: Ashley Jones

DOGS OF DEL MAR: ADOPT A DOG
by Ashley Jones  |  Del Mar City Manager (for identification purposes only)

So, what can you do to help?  Foster, adopt, 
volunteer or donate.  
Fostering an animal can literally save a life.  While 
many rescues have the resources to take in animals 
and cover their care through adoption, they don’t 
have anywhere to house them. By agreeing to 
foster, you give an animal a place to stay and an 
opportunity for a better life. Most rescues will cover 
all expenses, your primary job as a foster is to give 
them love and care.  
Before you add an animal to your family, please 
consider adoption. There are so many deserving 
animals in shelters and rescues that would make 
excellent companions. All they need is a chance.  
Websites such as petfinder.com or adoptapet.com 
are free and make finding the right pet for your 
family easy. You can specify the age, gender, breed, 
and many other factors such as whether they are 
house trained, get along with other animals and 
any other behaviors that are important to you. 
Most local rescues can be found online as well and 
provide photos and background information for the 
animals in their care who are ready for adoption.
In the rescue community, volunteers and donations 
are essential and there are lots of opportunities to 
contribute. You can donate your time, funds, or 
gently used or new items.
There are many reputable shelters and non-profit 
rescues working hard every day in San Diego to save 
animals and give them a better life. If interested, 
you are just a quick Google search away from 
getting involved.
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Tree transformations. Photos: Julie Maxey-Allison

The City of Del Mar is currently engaged in 
discussions around proposed changes to its 

Trees, Scenic Views and Sunlight (TSVS) Ordinance. 
Now is the time to review the proposed changes at 
https://www.delmar.ca.us/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/
Agenda/_05132025-3677 and share your perspective 
on how we can balance the desire for scenic views 
and sunlight while protecting the natural beauty and 
benefits of our trees and urban forest.
Here's a look at a few of the significant changes under 
consideration:
Restoring Scenic Views to 2002
Proposes rolling back the baseline for scenic view 
restoration applications to 2002. This means residents 
can seek restoration of scenic views or sunlight 
obstructed since the time they purchased the property, 
or adoption of the TSVS ordinance in 2002, whichever 
timeframe is shorter. This could help long-time 
residents restore the scenic views and sunlight they 
once enjoyed without being constrained by the existing 
10-year timeframe. It may also lead to more aggressive 
removal of trees, diminishing the health benefits and 
natural beauty of our urban forest and the unique 
character that protected and mature trees contribute 
to our coastal community.
Shifting Costs to Tree Owner
Shifts some of the cost burden of the TSVS process to 
the Tree Owner. Relieves the Applicant of the burden 
of all costs associated with TSVS by splitting the cost 
of initial restoration equally between Applicant and 
Tree Owner. Shifts on-going maintenance costs to the 
Tree Owner.
Impacts on Climate Action Goals
The Climate Action Plan adopted in 2016 encourages 
the planting of new trees in Del Mar to help sequester 
carbon and to provide shade and reduce cooling costs. 
Removing existing trees to generate new views would 
negatively impact this important goal of the plan as 
well as potentially changing the character of Del Mar 
envisioned in our Community Plan.
Limiting Hedges to Six Feet High
Restricts the height of hedges located within the 
required front, side, or rear yards (or setback areas) 
on a property to a maximum of six feet high—the same 
height limit currently applied to fences and retaining 
walls. This change would potentially provide some 
properties with more sunlight and air, a positive 
benefit. For adjacent properties at different elevations, 
six feet high hedges might be insufficient to provide 
privacy.
Make your voice count in this important community 
discussion. Together, we can help shape a future that 
preserves the special character of Del Mar and ensures 
our community continues to thrive as a place of 
natural beauty, scenic views and harmonious living.

TREES & VIEWS
by Jennifer Anderson  |  Serpentine Drive



Sandpiper June 2025   Page 8

VISIT THE 
SANDPIPER 

ONLINE!

www.delmarsandpiper.org

SA N D P I P E R
Del Mar Sandpiper 

1155 Camino Del Mar #436, Del Mar, CA 92014

DATED MATERIAL

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Commensurate Benefits
Recently, city council members have 
proposed using city funds for projects 
including building levees to protect the 
Beach Colony. I am in favor of helping our 
neighbors protect their homes, and new 
levees and seawalls can be designed to also 
provide public walking paths. Requiring 
public walkways for approval of new seawalls 
and levees will help ameliorate the adverse 
impacts these structures have on our beaches 
and make public funding more acceptable.
Justin Kulongoski
Amphitheatre Dr.

Work to create a 50-foot wetland buffer on the 
Watermark property was underway on May 20 
(above), in anticipation of Watermark receiving 
building permits and starting construction later this 
year. Photo: Betty Wheeler

New traffic light at Del Mar Heights Rd. and Mercado Dr. now 
activated. Photo: Julie Maxey-Allison

Del Mar will soon have more flexible zoning for lot 
splits and multiple units based on state law. Senate 

Bill 9(SB9) enables staff approval without public hearings 
for significant increases in what is allowed to be built on 
single dwelling lots. 
However, Del Mar, along with many other cities has 
developed an implementing ordinance which calls for 
limitations on height, size, setbacks, parking, and objective 
design standards. This ordinance has been approved by 
the Coastal Commission with a few modifications. The city 
must adopt this ordinance to remain compliant with the 
State certified Local Coastal Program.
SB9 is one of many state laws enacted by the state 
Legislature to address California’s housing crisis. 
Developers are permitted to either subdivide a lot into two 
parcels which would enable two structures on each side for 
a total of four where only one is now allowed. Del Mar’s 
ordinance will require one of the units in a SB9 project to 
be deed restricted for affordable rent for 55 years.
Realtor sources do not believe there will be much demand 
for SB9 projects in Del Mar because of the high demand 
for high-priced single family residences.

HOUSING X4
by Bud Emerson |  Klish Way 


