
March 2024Volume 28 Number 2                                 

FLATTEN THE CURVE
By Jeff Barnouw | Amphitheatre Drive

If humanity has a shot at reversing climate change, it will 
depend on scientific and social efforts that the Keeling 

Curve Foundation promotes. The Foundation website 
states its mission: “To recognize, inspire, and promote 
accurate long-term observations of the environment, and to 
communicate their significance for mitigating and adapting to 
climate change.”

The Foundation is dedicated to ongoing long-term scientific 
measurement of the environment, showing why these 
measurements are important, not just for science but for 
human life on earth. Raising public awareness supports not 
only the practical social-political application of what is learned 
but also the progress of investigation itself. 

Dave Keeling, circa 1996. Photo courtesy UCSD Digital Collection

Del Mar’s Charles David (‘Dave’) Keeling, a professor at 
Scripps Institute of Oceanography (SIO), began in 1958 
to chart the levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere at 
an observatory on the Mauna Loa volcano in Hawaii. The 
graphic representation of his measurements over time is “the 
Keeling curve” showing the steady rise in carbon dioxide 
(CO2), the prototype “greenhouse gas.” Its persistence and 
stark simplicity give the curve iconic force to demonstrate the 
increasing severity of the problem with our atmosphere. 

Dave continued his measurements until his death in 2005. 
Dave’s son Ralph, also a professor at SIO, has continued the 
project. He started the Foundation in 2022 to promote public 
support of these and similar long-term measurements of the 
environment around the world.   

continued on page 6

TUNNEL TANGLES
By Bud Emerson | Klish Way

SANDAG, our regional government agency, 
made a February City Council presentation on 

train tunnel relocation summarizing the input that 
they have been receiving from a variety of citizen 
outreach efforts. Their graphic on possible routes 
demonstrates they have been listening to community 
concerns and suggestions. Laid out like spaghetti 
strands depicted on a map, at least a dozen sites have 
been identified, including one under the fairgrounds 
and one under the San Dieguito lagoon.

A packed city hall and numerous at-home viewers 
evidenced considerable concern and fear within 
the community. Testimony from citizens and 
questions from Council members were mostly civil 
and respectful in contrast to some of the aggressive 
complaints heard recently. It is important to 
understand that this regional decision will be made 
by SANDAG, not Del Mar, even though the potential 
impact will be mostly here. Del Mar has only one vote 
on the SANDAG board which includes all of the cities 
and the County of San Diego.  Del Mar’s influence 
on that decision will be most effective if we provide 
accurate information and constructive suggestions.

The federal and state mandate is to remove the tracks 
from our fragile bluffs and run two tracks along 
an inland route involving tunneling. The elaborate 
process is in its very early stages with a completion 
target of 2035. The next important milestone will 
be a first draft Notice of Preparation (NOP) likely in 
April. The NOP details all the what-and-how that will 
be analyzed in the year-long Environmental Impact 
Review. Our City Council, as well as members of the 
public, will have opportunities to suggest changes to 
the NOP before it is finalized. More opportunities for 
input will be in response to the draft EIR before it is 
finalized, probably in 2026.

Even though many of us are nervous about how this 
process will impact our community, we also need 
to remind ourselves that the current bluff site is 
unsustainable and the bluffs could ultimately produce 
a beautiful ocean front pedestrian trail for us and the 
region.
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IN BRIEF
Sea Cliff Park: Hidden Gem Renewed
Just above the Tot Lot at Powerhouse Park is the small 
special Sea Cliff Park. The area has been cleared out and 
new trees planted sponsored by the Del Mar Foundation. 
Enjoy the serene setting with a walking loop and benches.

Photo by Julie Maxey-Allison

EDITORIAL
WHOSE TOWN HALL?
What qualifies as a Del Mar non-profit organization 

and why does it matter? This question came 
before the City Council at its January 22nd meeting, but 
resolution was deferred for further review by a council 
subcommittee (Gaasterland and Worden). A key issue: the 
staff recommendation that the San Dieguito River Valley 
Conservancy (SDRVC) not be considered a Del Mar non-
profit and thus not be allowed to use Town Hall for any of 
their events, a reversal of the current policy.  SDRVC uses 
Town Hall infrequently, but for important purposes. Four 
community events this winter/spring at Town Hall feature 
speakers on environmental topics important to Del Mar.

When Town Hall was completed in 2018, the City Council 
approved a use policy distinctly different from the policy 
for the Powerhouse Community Center. Private events 
paying appropriate fees were welcomed at the Powerhouse, 
but events at the new Civic Center were restricted to 
designated Del Mar non-profits. Town Hall has proven 
to be a popular venue for concerts and lectures due to 
its excellent acoustics, comfortable seating, and larger 
capacity. Its low energy consumption is supported by 
a solar and battery storage system that powers evening 
events. In short, it is a venue to be proud of, and one that 
our citizens have enthusiastically embraced for non-profit 
events that educate, entertain, and most importantly, build 
community.

Some history of the SDRVC is necessary to put this issue 
in context. SDRVC’s founding over 35 years ago was led 
by Del Mar residents and Lagoon Committee members. 
Del Mar residents continue to serve in SDRVC leadership. 
SDRVC raised significant funds for phase 2 of River Path 
Del Mar, extending the trail to the Grand Ave. Overlook, 
and has raised even more funds for the City of Del Mar 
for phase 3, to extend the Path to Crest Canyon. Indeed, 
SDRVC is holding more than $700,000 in donations 
it secured specifically for the construction of phase 3, 
and spent $156,800 to purchase two Lagoon-adjacent 
properties for the benefit of the City of Del Mar and River 
Path Del Mar. The SDRVC Conservation Manager regularly 
oversees maintenance and restoration work along the River 
Path. All of this is within the City of Del Mar.

Given this history, it is easy to see why many in Del 
Mar consider the proposed refusal to let SDRVC use the 
Town Hall a short-sighted insult to an organization that 
contributes so much – financial and otherwise – to the 
City of Del Mar and its environment. The staff report 
seeks to “fix” something that is not broken. Using Town 
Hall for events that inform, educate, and bring our 
community together is not a “problem” – it is exactly what 
was intended when the City Council elected to build a 
Town Hall so beautifully and specifically designed to host 
lectures, concerts, art exhibits, and so much more than 
Council meetings. The City Council should reject the staff’s 
recommendation and welcome the robust use of Town Hall 
by our community, and by SDRVC and other non-profits 
that enrich our community. 
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INFECTION INFLECTION
By Don Mosier | Rimini Road

While many of us had mild symptoms associated with 
COVID-19 infections in the past 2 months, data for 

hospitalizations and deaths due to COVID suggest that 
serious illness has been less common than in prior years.

Hospitalizations due to COVID-19 are declining in San 
Diego and California, and the death toll is lower than 
expected but not yet declining as of February 1st. There 
were 24 deaths due to COVID in San Diego County during 
the first two weeks of January. The number of cases in 
California during the mid-winter peak has declined each 
year since 2020. To put this in perspective, COVID-19 has 
resulted in 106,401 deaths in California from 01/01/2020 
to 01/27/2024, while influenza has resulted in 2,100 
deaths over the same period, according to the California 
Department of Public Health. The majority of deaths due to 
both viruses were in individuals over 60 years of age.

Were we lucky this winter, or could the current COVID 
virus JN.1 variant be weaker than earlier viruses? The more 
than 30 new mutations in the virus spike protein that is 
essential for infection appear to increase transmission, 
but not disease severity. Our immune systems should be 
better able to cope with the JN.1 variant if we received 
the latest vaccine booster last fall, but earlier vaccines or 
past infections do not appear to provide protection against 
this variant. It is thus plausible that the cost of increased 
transmission to the virus is a loss in disease-causing 
capacity. 

Unfortunately, there are many potential virus variants 
that are likely to arise in the future, and they may not 
behave like JN.1. As they say in the investment world, past 
performance is no guarantee of future results. We need to 
pay close attention to the COVID virus as it continues to 
evolve and be prepared if a more deadly variant appears. 
Yes, I think we were lucky this winter.

COVID UPDATE

SENIOR ASSASSINS
By Katherine Reese | Torrey Pines High School Senior

You may have recently seen high schoolers crouching 
behind cars in your neighborhood with a water 

gun in hand. Or maybe you’ve noticed teens sporting 
swim floaties while nowhere near a pool. These unusual 
displays are a part of Senior Assassins, a popular 
game played by high schoolers across the country. This 
game typically involves seniors spraying opponents 
with water guns, though rules can differ between 
schools. Senior Assassins is currently being played by 
students from many high schools in the San Diego area, 
including Torrey Pines High School where the game 
recently commenced in mid January.

“It’s a really exciting game to play,” Torrey Pines senior 
Colin Li said. “You get to do it with a friend, you get 
to use water guns and floaties– how can you say no to 
that?”

The Senior Assassins competition being played by 
Torrey Pines students is unaffiliated with Torrey Pines 
High School itself; rather, a student, who prefers 
to remain anonymous, organized the game. On an 
Instagram page dedicated to the Torrey Pines variation 
of Senior Assassins, the game organizer specified the 
rules: each senior has one teammate, and the pair is 
assigned “targets” during each round of the competition 
whom they must eliminate by spraying them with a 
water gun. If a player is wearing swim floaties, however, 
they cannot be eliminated. To play, each senior must 
pay a fee of $10, which goes toward the cash prize given 
to the last player standing– around $2,800, according 
to the game organizer.

The rules also state that seniors must not play during 
school hours, sports practices, work shifts, places of 
worship, or club meetings. However, all other times are 
fair game. This can result in players going to far lengths 
to eliminate their targets. Even before the competition 
began, Torrey Pines senior Addison Thomas was made 
aware of how difficult it would be to avoid who was 
targeting her.

“Before the game even started I had several people 
send me my address, my work schedule, my mock trial 
schedule [and] my swim practice schedule just to show 
that they had it,” Thomas said. “... It was a little bit scary 
because I feel like I’m a pretty private person when it 
comes to what I’m doing on a day-to-day basis.”

Learning your target’s daily whereabouts seems to be 
common among players. Jacob Pippel, who attends 
Canyon Crest Academy where a version of the game 
called “Senior’d Out” is being played, got intel from his 
target’s friend in order to eliminate her. 

ROVING TEEN REPORTER

“I went to her volleyball practice at Wave [Volleyball Club] 
in Del Mar… and I staked outside for her to come out at 
8pm,” Pippel said.

Despite such tactics, Pippel believes there is no inherent 
harm in the game, as long as things are not “taken to an 
extreme.”

As seniors’ high school careers come to a close, Senior 
Assassins remains a special part of senior year for many 
students.

“It’s been a traditional game at high schools all around the 
country for quite a long time now,” Li said. “And it’s senior 
year, these things only happen one time, right?”
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Special Delivery: Trees to P.O.
The Garden Club’s Mary Friestedt in front of the Del Mar 
Post Office on 15th Street where the Garden Club volunteers 
planted eight new trees sponsored by the Del Mar Foundation. 
The newly planted trees include Melaleuca elliptica - Granite 
Bottlebrush, Hymenosporum flavum -  Sweetshade, Vitex 
trifolia ‘Purpurea’ - Arabian Lilac and Prunus ilicifolia ssp. 
lyonii - Catalina Cherry. See if you can find all eight and watch 
them grow.  

Photo by Julie Maxey-Allison

IN BRIEF

EDITORIAL BOARD SALUTES GINNY 
LAWRENCE
The Sandpiper Editorial Board salutes outgoing Editorial 

Board member Virginia (Ginny) Lawrence for more than 
16 years of sustained creative contributions to the Sandpiper.  
Ginny created the Sandpiper’s first website, which was 
launched on February 27, 2008, and has been responsible for 
the design and layout of the print edition of the Sandpaper 
beginning with the November 2008 issue, and ending with 
the February 2024 issue. In total, Ginny created 154 print 
issues of the Sandpiper – a remarkable contribution to Del 
Mar journalism and the historical record of our community 
and civic life.

Photo: Virginia Lawrence, 
from a Sandpiper feature 
depicting the Editors 
“as they were in 1959,” 
published in the July/
August 2009 issue of the 
Sandpiper celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the 
City’s incorporation.

AI: UTOPIA OR DYSTOPIA?
By Sudeepto Roy | Klish Way

Since the late 2022 public launch of Chat GPT, AI 
is now a big part of this decade’s zeitgeist, along 

side the pandemic, Taylor Swift, Jan 6 and Oct 7. 
AI has ushered in a thrilling world of productivity 
and synthetic content generation, where with mere 
phrases (known as prompts), entire chapters of 
beautifully written prose, or captivating poetry in any 
genre, crowd pleasing music, professional looking 
videos, and even high-quality software code can be 
rendered in seconds.

With the latest incarnation of this powerful software 
system, Chat GPT 4.0, and its rivals such as 
Microsoft’s Bing, or Google’s Bard or Meta’s Llama, 
entire new sets of capabilities have been launched. 
The biggest impact of these models is that now 
anyone can get a computer to do complex tasks using 
natural language commands, without having to use 
specialized computer languages. From conjuring a 
gourmet recipe based on pictures of your fridge’s 
contents, to flawless translations, to code that can 
create websites in no time, the recent uses are 
endless. For me, these GPTs have become invaluable 
co-pilots. They have liberated me from endless search 
rabbit holes, tackled daunting research, and even 
overcome an occasional writer’s block.

But beyond the razzle and dazzle, there are many 
pitfalls lurking. These programs can hallucinate. 
While the models are not designed to lie, in their 
quest to complete sentences, they can make up stuff 
when prompted with limited context. Second, AI 
can help generate fake content like never before. 
Especially this year, where half of the world’s 
population will elect their future leaders, the specter 
of manipulated content looms large. Third, at the pace 
the technology is blossoming, AI is turning out to be a 
major disruptor, with apt comparisons made with the 
role of coal, electricity or computers in prior industrial 
revolutions. By some estimates, many white-collar 
jobs, or aspects of jobs that require cognition and 
creative output will be made AI-redundant.

Are we headed towards techno utopia or dystopia? 
Navigating this AI landscape demands foresight, 
transparency, regulation, and a healthy dose of 
common sense.  The future of AI rests not in silicon 
chips and algorithms, but in the informed hands 
of communities like ours. Join me on April 18th at 
Town Hall for the Del Mar Foundation’s DMFTalk 
series (delmarfoundation.org) and at future Del 
Mar Community Connections (dmcc.cc) sessions to 
explore the intricacies of AI.
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by Kara Adams, Program Manager

Caring for family caregivers
Build a Support System with people who share the same 
situation. DMCC has partnered with the Alzheimer’s 
Association to provide a support group for caregivers 
beginning March 14th.  This support group Facilitated 
by Jeanie Grischy, CRNA MSN and co-facilitated by 
Arlene Lighthall and Carol Steblay is a safe place for 
care partners of people living with dementia to develop 
a support system to share your feelings, needs, and 
concerns. You will have a chance to exchange practical 
information on challenges and possible solutions while 
you learn more about community resources that can 
assist you. The support group will meet on the second 
Thursday of each month from 11:30am until 1:00pm at 
the Del Mar Community Building at 225 9th St. 

DMCC’s Next Page Turners is on the Books
David Jacinto, resident of Encinitas, will discuss his 
recently-published novel at a hybrid meeting of Del 
Mar Community Connections Page Turners at 2pm on 
Thursday, March 7. Out of Darkness is based on the true 
story of a nineteenth-century child coal miner rising 
out of the ashes of poverty and tragedy to change the 
world. It’s a story of greed, love, sacrifice, faith, and the 
courage to push aside fear and jump into the refiner’s 
fire where the finest qualities of character are forged. The 
discussion is held in partnership with the Del Mar branch 
library. Participants will have a choice of registering to 
attend in person or to attend over Zoom. Registration is 
required. DMCC has a limited number of complimentary 
copies to distribute to 92014 residents.

Volunteer of the Month – February
DMCC’s Volunteer of the Month for February 2024 
was essential transportation volunteer Bill Brooks, 
nominated by Transportation Committee Chair Judy 
Schuckit, because “I’m pleased that Bill is being 
recognized for his enthusiasm and flexibility as a 
volunteer driver and van host extraordinaire. DMCC is so 
lucky that Bill joined our exceptional crew of volunteer 
drivers.”

DMCC programs and services depend on our incredible 
volunteers! To learn more about Bill or becoming a 
DMCC volunteer, visit dmcc.cc/volunteerofthemonth.

For more information… or to join our email list: 

Please visit our website at dmcc.cc or contact the DMCC 
office at (858) 792-7565 or dmcc@dmcc.cc. 

THE IMPACT OF DMF’S GRANTS
By Hylton Lonstein | President

A key responsibility of DMF board members is 
identifying grant opportunities that correlate with 
our mission and will have a positive impact on our 
community. Following are a few recent examples that 
have done exactly that.

Last year, DMF granted $24,000 to the San Dieguito 
River Park JPA to fund trail and gateway design work for 
a trail by the Fairgrounds along the north bank of San 
Dieguito River, as part of the Coast to Crest Trail. The 
gateway will be a beautiful artwork designed by James 
Hubbell and family. The design work we funded enabled 
the JPA to secure $1.3M in state funding for this trail 
project.

DMF’s $10,000 grant for December’s Red Nose Run 
(RNR), supported this fun run/race which gave all 
proceeds to two charities: the San Dieguito River Park 
JPA, and Semper Fi & America’s Fund (SFAF), a national 
organization that assists wounded veterans. Each 
organization received $13,000 from RNR. In addition, 
SFAF received an additional $13,000 via a matching 
grant from GoDaddy. RNR effectively leveraged our 
$10K grant into $39K to these two worthy organizations.

The November Climate Change Symposium, supported 
by a DMF grant, brought well-respected climate change 
experts to share important information specific to Del 
Mar with attendees. DMF also funded DMTV-created 
videos of all the presentations, so those unable to attend 
could access the information. These videos are now 
available on our website: delmarfoundation.org.

We are continuously seeking worthy new grant 
opportunities. Please contact us if you have suggestions, 
or would like to learn more or apply for a grant: dmf@
delmarfoundation.org.
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Babies in nest. Photo by John Weare

FROM OSPREYS page 8

These majestic birds have wingspans of 5 - 6 feet.  
They capture fish with special talons that hook their 
prey near the water surface.  They appear to be 
unafraid of people and often build nests in urban 
areas.  They have been seen scooping up fish on the 
Del Mar shoreline within a few feet of beachgoers.

Like pelicans, ospreys are fish eaters and their 
numbers were also decimated and affected by DDT 
use.  The recently restored San Dieguito Lagoon has 
created an ideal habitat for them to flourish once 
again and the ospreys have taken notice.

San Diego Gas & Electric (SDGE) has provided 
lip service to assisting the ospreys, but they have 
continued to tear down the nests the ospreys are 
building.  Technically, SDGE is not violating the law, 
but they are violating the ospreys’ right and desire 
to reclaim their homeland nesting areas.  In other 
parts of the United States utility companies have 
been proactive and have built nesting structures 
for ospreys. For example, Versant Power in Maine 
has had over 2.65 million views on their osprey 
webcam.   Not SDGE.   They prefer to tear down the 
nests until the ospreys give up. 

It is a violation of the law for SDGE to remove a nest 
that has eggs or chicks. SDGE seems to wait until the 
hen is just about to lay eggs, and bam, once again nest 
destroyed.

Although ospreys are no longer listed as endangered, 
they are protected during nesting under the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act.

 The ospreys just want a home. They are unaware of 
the number and types of permits and the red tape 
required to just build their nest. It’s harder to build an 
osprey nesting platform than to build a home in Del 
Mar. It’s time to once again welcome ospreys to Del 
Mar. 

Cleaner Energy for Del Mar
The state review of energy sources for electricity providers 
showed that CEA’s electricity generation was 70% cleaner 
than San Diego Gas & Electric. CEA is the default electricity 
provider for 94% of Del Mar residents. 

Greg Wade, former City Manager in Solana Beach, has 
assumed the position of Chief Executive Officer of the Clean 
Energy Alliance (CEA) as of Feb. 1st. Del Mar Mayor David 
Druker was elected for a second term as Chair of the CEA 
Board. Councilmember Dwight Worden has termed out as 
Chair of the CEA Citizen Advisory Committee.

IN BRIEF

FROM FLATTEN THE CURVE page 1

Keeling Curve. Source: Keeling Curve Foundation

As Ralph writes, “My father’s life story exemplifies 
how important it is to have long-term records of the 
environment in this time of rapid climate change.  Only 
by tracking changes decade by decade can we understand 
the enormity of what is happening.  His life story also 
illustrates the difficulties that scientists face when 
attempting to keep measurements going year after year.  It 
was my father’s wish that his experience could help inspire 
other individuals to see the value and purpose in this line of 
research.”

The Foundation is fundraising to support the annual 
Keeling Award recognizing scientists conducting valuable 
but under-appreciated or unrecognized long-term 
observations.  The foundation is also fundraising to support 
public lectures and outreach. The foundation has taken over 
support for the Keeling Lecture Series, at Birch Aquarium, 
with lectures going back to 2010 and supported by a gift 
from Ralph’s mother Louise. Synopses of the lectures, 12 so 
far, are on the Foundation website.

The Award will be given for the first time in 2024. The 
recipient will be chosen by an international scientific panel 
led by Dr. Jeremy Jackson of the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York City. 

Information on the Foundation is on the website 
keelingcurve.org.
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Affordable Housing at the FairgroundsAffordable Housing at the Fairgrounds
The Fairgrounds (“DAA”) Board released a proposed 
“Exclusive Negotiating Rights Agreement” for possible 
use of Fairgrounds property by the City for affordable 
housing, for Board action at its Feb. 20 meeting. The 
Agreement requires the DAA to provide the City with 
prospective sites by Dec. 31, 2024 but does not obligate 
the DAA to enter into a lease agreement for a site. The 
City’s Housing Element requires the City to “secure 
a binding agreement to allow for development of at 
least 54 lower income units at a specific location on 
the Fairgrounds property” by April 2024. It is unclear 
whether the proposed Agreement would fulfill that 
requirement. As of press time, the DAA Board meeting 
had not yet taken place, nor had the City placed it 
on a Council agenda. Updates will be posted online: 
delmarsandpiper.org/fairgrounds-housing.

IN BRIEF

Crime DeclineCrime Decline
Our Sheriff Captain reports overall crime rates in Del 
Mar down 29% from 2022 to 2023.

 � Arrests down from 87 to 71
 � Calls for service down from 1676 to 1607
 � Property crime rates down 42%
 � 648 traffic citations
 � 20 DUI arrests
 � Crimes against persons up 34% (mainly at fairgrounds)

IN BRIEF

Construction at former Bully’s site continues.
Photo by Julie Maxey-Allison

RE-FUR YOUR FUR
By Shirley King | Avenida Primavera

Project Wildlife, a wild animal rescue and rehabilitation 
program with the San Diego Humane Society, is in need 
of fur coats.  Fur coats are used as bedding - an ideal 
material to comfort an injured or orphaned animal - 
much better than a synthetic fabric.  The coat is used 
only once and when the animal has recovered, the coat 
is discarded - job done.  
Rummage around in your attic and maybe you will find 
a long-abandoned hand-me-down, like I did.  I donated 
the mink jacket of my late mother-in-law.
You can drop off your coat to the new Project Wildlife 
facility named Pilar and Chuck Badhe Wildlife Center at 
5433 Gaines St., San Diego, CA 92110.    

DOGS OF DEL MAR
WHAT I LOVE ABOUT 
DEL MAR!
By Barley Gaylord | Ocean Front

As I go romping at the Shores Park 
or dog beach, I think to myself 

how very lucky I am to be a dog in 
Del Mar. But as I age, what I really 
like is my walk in downtown Del 
Mar.  It is treat after treat that keeps 
me going.  And as my family reminds 
me: “if you want to keep walking, you 
have to keep walking.” So keep the 
treats coming! I love Del Mar!
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DATED MATERIAL

FIXED FEE FIGHTERS
By Ann Feeney | Rimini Road

T he saga of the income-graduated electricity 
fee continues. Thanks go to our California 

Representatives Assembly Member Tasha Boerner and 
Senator Catherine Blakespear, along with 18 of their 
colleagues, for co-authoring a bill, AB 1999, that would 
repeal the income-based graduated fixed fee, which was 
included in a hastily added trailer to AB 205 last year. 
That trailer was only added to AB 205 a few days before 
the vote, and legislators had no time to realize that it 
was added. The fixed fee in that legislation could add up 
to $170/month to your electricity bill according to the 
first proposal by the utilities. These twenty brave elected 
officials in Sacramento are bucking the powerful utilities 
and the Public Utility Commission to call for a repeal of 
the income-based fee and instead replace it with a fixed 
fee of $10/month. If AB 1999 passes in the state Assembly 
and Senate this year, the income-based fixed fee would be 
dead. You can view the press conference here: bit.ly/fixed-
fee-video. Legislators all said that the fixed fee imposed 
by AB 205 would disincentivize energy conservation, 
disincentivize new rooftop solar, and would raise energy 
bills for lower/middle income people above the “CARE” 
low income pricing as well as for all those who are 
conserving energy already.

Don’t hold your breath. We will not know the fate of this 
new bill for some time. It first needs to pass through 
several committees in the Assembly, and then if it passes, 
and it will be voted on by the full Assembly. If successful, 
the bill will go to the Senate for the same long process 
there.  Then, if it passes there, the governor needs to sign 
it into law. So, still a long path forward but there at least is 
hope.

AFTER MAJOR FOWL UP, OSPREYS 
SEEK A HAPPY LANDING
By Al Tarkington | 11th St

After working with the San Dieguito River Valley 
Conservancy, the River Park and the US Fish and 

Wildlife, a self-appointed group of three past mayors 
(and bird lovers), Dwight Worden, John Weare and yours 
truly, began researching the perfect location for an osprey 
platform.  The osprey pair, with love on their minds and 
not waiting for permits and approvals took it on their own 
and built a nest (actually two nests) on top of a San Diego 
Gas & Electric (SDGE) power pole in the Del Mar Fair dirt 
parking lot.

Nest building; male brings food. Photo by John Weare

Beginning in late December you may have noticed a pair of 
ospreys circling the village and the San Dieguito Lagoon, 
first courting each other and later searching for a nesting 
place.  Little did they know that three past Del Mar mayors 
and a number of bird lovers were working on a plan to 
locate and build a nesting platform.  

continued on page 6


