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THREE CANDIDATES
TWO COUNCIL SEATS

hree candidates have filed for the November election
for Del Mar City Council. Two incumbents, current
Mayor Dwight Worden and Councilmember Terry
Gaasterland, will face off against Stephen Quirk, twin
brother of current Councilmember Dan Quirk. Here is
what we know from the record of Worden and Gaasterland
and their candidate statements. At this time, much less is
known about the issues important to candidate Quirk.
Dwight Worden will be seeking his third term as
Councilmember. He has proven to be a calm voice of
reason and has listened carefully to the opinions of other
Councilmembers, and he has clearly explained his concerns
when he disagreed with those opinions. He understands the
constraints placed on public officials when they represent

Del Mar, and he has been very clear in his communications
when he is voicing his private opinion. He is a seasoned
veteran with regional respect, and a credit to Del Mar.
Terry Gaasterland takes credit for many accomplishments in
her candidate statement. Some she championed, others she
just voted for along with all Councilmembers. If she is half
as good as she claims, it’s still pretty good. The Sandpiper
has chronicled some of her mistakes, and we hope that, if
she is re-elected, she listens to more voices and governs
accordingly. She clearly believes in a strong Mayor, and she
controlled council meetings to an unprecedented extent
during her term. Listening to your colleagues is always a
good strategy.
Stephen Quirk is an unknown quantity, although we
sincerely hope that he is not like his twin brother when it
comes to governance. Two Quirks would be one too many,
particularly when it comes to advocating council positions
before regional boards. For now, we should keep an open
mind until Stephen makes his priorities clear.

TERRY GAASTERLAND STEPHEN QUIRK

DWIGHT WORDEN

Del Mar City Councilmember

Del Mar Resident

Del Mar Mayor

Why Voters Should Elect Me

A

My Values:

I am running for re-election to provide
the City Council leadership needed to
protect Del Mar as we move into the
future.
Beautiful natural spaces surrounding
Del Mar on all sides are under threat
from overdevelopment due to State
mandates. We must protect these
continued on page 2

19-year resident of Del Mar,
I’m a lifelong entrepreneur
with a background in sustainability,
technology, finance and education.
I have started up two technology
companies in Del Mar. The first one,
Interplay Learning (https://www.
interplaylearning.com/), focuses on
skilled trades training (i.e. plumbers,
electricians, solar installers) and has
continued on page 3

• Collaboration: Civility and
collaboration are the best way to build
consensus and make good decisions for
Del Mar. I know that compromises can
be forged consistent with core values.
• Hard work: I am well-prepared,
solution-oriented, and value teamwork.
• Deeply rooted in Del Mar: Working
continued on page 3

Editorial

connections one-to-one, building alliances, and earning
trust. Over the years we have enjoyed outsized successes
because we elected Councilmembers who earn respect from
other elected leaders.

LOOKING FOR LEADERS

A

s our three Council candidates rev up their campaigns
for two seats, we should be thinking about issues and
leadership capabilities.
Leadership in government and politics requires a very
different blend of skills than in other spheres of endeavor.
It is key to have a keen understanding of how laws,
decision processes, and political agendas are intertwined.
Leadership in the smallest city adds another important
dimension—how to maximize our leverage with other cities
and the county where decisions get made that affect Del
Mar’s best interests. The same goes for some important
state and national level decisions.
In addition to tuning into the needs and wishes of
Delmarians, our leaders have to respect the agendas of
other entities we do business with. Leadership in this
context is not giving speeches or holding press conferences.
Too often those theatrics can actually undermine our
prospects for getting cooperation from other jurisdictions.
And, given our wealth advantages, we sometimes can
garner an elitist reputation, thumbing our noses at others.
Our leaders need to be good influencers, making human

Two of our candidates, Worden and Gaasterland, have
track records we can look at to evaluate them as leaders.
One candidate, Quirk, has had no previous involvement in
governmental leadership so we need to find other ways to
evaluate his leadership potential.
We voters also need to evaluate candidates on issues they
will face if elected. One level of issues that is fundamental
involves the efficiency and effectiveness of day-to-day
governmental operations such as public works, planning,
public safety, beach protection, and, very importantly,
financial management. Those elected need to govern in the
interests of all citizens, not just those who support their
campaigns.
There are other more consequential and existential issues
that caution us to choose leaders who are clear thinking and
strategic. Five at the top of the list are sea level rise, bluff
erosion/train track relocation, San Onofre nuclear waste,
climate change, and housing crisis.
Of course, none of these can be solved by our small town
alone but we need to be in the rooms at the tables where
decisions get made. This is no place for light weight,
sophomoric Councilmembers trying out fanciful ideas.
The bottom line is there is a lot at stake in this election.
We need smart, mature, experienced, competent
Councilmembers to help guide us through this thicket.
Evaluate your choices thoughtfully.
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FROM TERRY GAASTERLAND
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resources for our community, our quality of life, and future
generations.
Protect our Bluffs and Coastal Access: We must get the
railroad tracks off the Bluff. NCTD wants to double-track
from Los Angeles to San Diego. Our sensitive Del Mar Bluff
cannot bear that.
I will continue to fight to stop fencing on our Upper Bluff.
NCTD continues to threaten to fence our entire South Bluff
neighborhood. Legal action has stopped fencing so far, but
we must continue to work with the Coastal Commission to
minimize seawalls, build safe crossings, and accomplish
railroad relocation.
Protect our Neighborhoods from Overdevelopment: State
legislation has paved the way for high-density housing
throughout the City, with waivers on height, mass, and
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parking, regardless of existing zoning. To prevent this
from happening, we must continue to partner with the
Fairgrounds to accomplish affordable housing there. This
will fulfill Del Mar’s State housing mandate, and save North
Bluff from overdevelopment.
Protect our Small Village Character: We must protect
residential neighborhoods from traffic and congestion while
nurturing Downtown businesses so that they continue to
thrive and provide much needed tax revenue for the City.

FROM DWIGHT WORDEN
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for Del Mar’s betterment since the 1970s.
• Grassroots. I strongly support Del Mar’s “citizen activist”
tradition. Through regular office hours, working with
advisory committees, responding to every email and reddot, and listening carefully, I get valued guidance and bring
emerging issues forward for solution.

I Support:

• Community Plan: I worked on the CP in the 1970s, and am
strongly committed to it as our Constitution.

Protect our Property Values: We need to rethink our Scenic
View ordinances, maintain momentum on undergrounding
utilities, and regain control of local land use development to
preserve our community character.

• Protecting Neighborhoods from overdevelopment and
maintaining local control is key to livable neighborhoods,
property values, views, and good design.

Address Climate Change: We must protect our community
from unreasonable legislation regarding sea level rise and
managed retreat. We must also continue to implement our
Climate Action Plan.

• Environment: Our Climate Action Plan and Clean Energy
Alliance. I am endorsed by the Sierra Club and League of
Conservation Voters.

I would appreciate your vote on November 8th so that
we can continue to work together to address Del Mar’s
challenges going forward.

FROM STEPHEN QUIRK

• Undergrounding, citywide.

• Business Community: A vibrant downtown as envisioned
by the Community Plan. I strongly supported the Civic
Center, downtown Streetscape, revitalization of the Del
Mar Plaza, the 941 project, DMVA, and our local businesses
during Covid.
• Fairgrounds: Our Fairgrounds housing goals, and
managing fair/race traffic to minimize impacts.
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won numerous awards and significant financial backing.
My second and more recent company, Sustain 6 (https://
sustain6.com/), is focused on employee sustainability
engagement and leadership. My passion surrounding
education and the environment are driven by the simple
conviction that the world (Del Mar included) can become a
better place.
My wife Selena is a nurse at Scripps Encinitas hospital and
my son Nolan is a student at Del Mar Heights Elementary
School. I often surf at 15th street, enjoy jogging through town
and participate regularly in civic life. I worked to help pass
the school bond Measure M and Measure Q, the initiative to
improve our streets and bury utility lines. I also voted against
the misguided and massive Marisol development, an out-ofplace project that would have required 800+ parking spots
and created a lot more traffic in Del Mar.

• Beach: Our Sea Level Rise Plan, which focuses on sand
replenishment, river dredging, and a living levee, and rejects
managed retreat.
• Bluffs/Railroad: Moving the tracks off the bluff as a high
priority. I also support interim stabilization required for
safety, a safe legal crossing to the beach, a walking trail, and
removal of interim measures when the rails relocate.
• Shores Park. Making Shores a top-notch park for residents.
• Streets: Paving and infrastructure maintenance.
• Finances: A balanced budget and financial risk avoidance.
Learn more: https://dwightworden.com
I ask for your vote, and pledge to work hard for Del Mar
every day.

My work in the startup world has taught me that listening,
learning and collaboration are the keys to solving problems.
If elected, I will listen to the residents of Del Mar and will
always be available to hear their concerns. I promise to
focus on critical issues including improving streets, burying
dangerous and unsightly power lines, maintaining a sound
budget, promoting downtown vibrancy, protecting our
beaches and bluffs, and preserving the special small beach
town character of Del Mar.
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Commentary

300 MILLION REASON$ TO BE HAPPY
by Dwight Worden | Seaview Avenue
by Betty Wheeler, DMF President

“A person is a person through other people.”
-Desmond Tutu

D

esmond Tutu’s insight is at the heart of the
Foundation’s purpose - our mission statement’s first
goal is “to promote civic pride and cohesiveness.” Our
founders knew well that community is the key: it is
how we maintain our tiny city’s distinctive identity without
being swallowed whole by our giant neighbor, San Diego.
Community helps us thrive as individuals and families.
And it helps us truly see others, and to truly be seen by
others.
Many Del Marians have had an outsized impact on our
world AND our community. Two inspiring examples: Dave
Keeling chaired the citizens’ group that developed our
Community Plan at the same time he was amassing what has
been internationally recognized as the single most important
environmental data set taken in the 20th century, the
Keeling Curve. Jacqueline Winterer, a world-recognized
pioneer in seafloor mapping, also devoted years of persistent
advocacy to restore and protect our treasured San Dieguito
Lagoon.
Whatever our roles may be in our careers or work, we
all have the opportunity to join together to sustain our
community: to ensure that Del Mar is not a random
collection of people who happen to live here, but a true
community bound by common interests, compassion, and
service to the greater good.
Join your neighbors and friends at Powerhouse
Park on Sunday, Sept. 25 (1-4pm) for DMF’s
Community Picnic. Lawn games, kids’ activities, music,
a Viewpoint beer garden, and more, will add to the fun. And
DMF and a host of other nonprofits and groups will be there,
offering myriad ways you can join in the work to create and
sustain our community.

T

hanks to the efforts of SANDAG, its Executive
Director Hasan Ikhrata, and State Senator Toni Atkins,
the recently enacted state budget includes $300 million for
relocation of the rail line off the fragile Del Mar bluff.
This $300 million is enough to complete tunnel alignment
studies and selection, environmental review, cost benefit
analysis, technical specs and engineering, and robust
community outreach — all necessary to get the project “shovelready.” That work can be completed in two years, give or take.
At that point, the project will be in good shape to qualify for
federal and state infrastructure money and other funding, with
a $2.5 billion estimate for the project, which is scheduled to be
completed by 2035, and possibly earlier, by 2030. That’s only
7½ years from now!
It’s worth a pause for a shout-out to Hasan Ikhrata and Senator
Atkins: they are what leadership looks like. We have 300 million
reasons to offer our sincere thanks to them — Del Mar’s highestpriority project would not have this funding but for them. That
is fact, not opinion.
The need for $2.5 billion (minus the $300 million already
secured) sounds daunting. But the rail line generates revenue,
there are opportunities for bonding and long-term financing,
and there are hundreds of billions of dollars available at the
federal and state level for infrastructure, greenhouse gas and
climate, capital improvement, and more. For perspective, the
delays caused by traffic congestion alone cost the U.S. economy
over $120 billion per year.
Rail Relocation and a Tunnel Under Del Mar Are One
Project
Fact #1: The rail line is not going away.
Fact #2: The rail line is not going to be moved to I-5.
The sooner we accept these two facts, the sooner we’ll succeed
in getting the tracks off our bluffs. See the Background Notes
below if you are still unclear on these facts.
Give no credence to anyone claiming that they support rail
relocation, but not a tunnel under Del Mar. Rail relocation and a
tunnel under Del Mar are one inseparable project.
Where We Are Now
There are, for sure, legitimate tunnel issues we should address
robustly. When SANDAG’s community outreach starts this Fall,
get engaged! We need to actively participate in that process
and get answers to key questions. Which of the alignments
under Del Mar is better? What will the impacts be at the entry
and exit portals? How will the tunnel be vented? How long will
construction take, and what will the local impacts be?
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Will we feel vibrations on the surface, or in our homes? Will any
property rights need to be acquired?
But the reality is that the focus going forward will be on the two
alignments SANDAG has selected for the most detailed review,
after rating all four alignments on a number of criteria (safety
improvements, travel time, connectivity and travel demand,
O&M costs, environmental consequences, and more). SANDAG
presented their preliminary rankings and findings to Council at
a public meeting, with opportunity for Council and community
feedback. If someone tells you there are other alternatives,
decline to go down that rabbit hole.
SANDAG, not Del Mar, will make the final choice, consistent
with environmental and other legal constraints. Del Mar can
have robust input, but it does not have decision authority.
Wishful thinking is counterproductive; Del Mar is served best
when we are realistic and fact-based.
And we know that a tunnel under Del Mar at the proposed
depth of 80 feet or more will be essentially unnoticed at the
surface level. There are rail tunnels in the L.A. area that pass
under neighborhoods, schools, and more, all without problems.
All Together Now
The rail line cannot stay where it is, and moving it off the bluffs
is a high priority for all of us: SANDAG, the City of Del Mar, the
Coastal Commission, NCTD, and above all, Del Mar residents.
Del Mar has a strong interest not only in train safety, but also in
safe and legal beach access from the bluffs, the removal of the
seawalls and the return of the Del Mar beach and bluff to their
natural condition, and a bluff-top trail instead of a rail line. And
sea level rise means that the option of leaving the tracks on ever
more heavily-fortified bluffs is doomed to fail.
As your Mayor, I encourage everyone to get engaged as
SANDAG works to identify the alignment, and make sure that
it’s the best possible alignment and tunnel. But let’s not lose
sight of the fact that if we want the rails off the bluff, a tunnel
under Del Mar is in our future. Let’s not lose valuable time
resisting that fact. We should be all in, and all together, going
forward.
And let’s thank Sen. Toni Atkins, SANDAG, and its Executive
Director, Hasan Ikhrata, for their leadership that has given us
300 million reasons to be happy.
Author’s note:
This commentary reflects my personal opinion, based on decades
of work on environmental and rail issues as a former City and local
government attorney, Coastal Commissioner, and elected official,
with significant experience working with SANDAG, NCTD, and other
regional agencies. It does not necessarily reflect the views of the City
or my Council colleagues.
Background Notes:
The full version of this commentary, with background notes on why
the rail lines are not going away and cannot be relocated to I-5, is
here: bit.ly/300MillionReasons.

by Ashley Simpkins, Program Director

Welcome to a new president and new board
members
Every July brings changes to the DMCC Board of Directors.
DMCC’s new President is Bob Gans, an attorney who
has called Del Mar home for more than 20 years. Bob is
a member of the City of Del Mar Finance Committee and
served in various positions on the Board of the Del Mar
Foundation from 2012 to 2020, including as President
from 2016 to 2018. He is a graduate of Dartmouth College
and New York University School of Law. He has served as
DMCC’s Vice President since 2021.
Judy Schuckit, formerly DMCC’s Treasurer, has returned
to the board, and Al Sweedler joined for the first time.
Bob Gans and his wife Melissa hosted a lovely cocktail party
to welcome the new board members, to thank outgoing
President Terry Kopanski, and to recognize outgoing board
members Don Mosier (also a past president), Susan Halenza,
and Mark Kalina for their outstanding service to the seniors
in the community.
2022 Annual Benefit Gala
This year’s 22nd Annual Benefit Gala will take place on
Saturday, October 1. The Gala is our major fundraiser,
responsible for a significant portion of the annual operating
budget. This year Steve and Al Tarkington have taken charge
of the fundraising, while a small committee plans A Night on
the Mediterranean, a theme that will give us the opportunity
to taste amazing Greek food and enjoy some unique
entertainment. $1,500 Honorary Committee sponsorships
are still available! Call the DMCC office if you are interested
in learning more.
Volunteers of the Month
DMCC’s Volunteer of the Month for July 2022 was Michael
Leiderman, the instructor of DMCC’s Move with Michael
chair exercise class. Michael is a trained physical therapist
who runs a business called Partner in Aging, which helps
seniors who are aging independently. He uses his unique
expertise to teach a fun class with the serious purpose of
strengthening, balance, and fall prevention.
DMCC’s Volunteer of the Month for August 2022 was Linda
Otchis, a volunteer driver and all-around helpful person.
Linda uses her own vehicle to drive seniors to medical and
other personal appointments. She also often helps with
mailings and other administrative tasks.
DMCC programs and services depend on our incredible
volunteers! To learn more about Michael and Linda or
becoming a DMCC volunteer driver or program leader, visit
dmcc.cc/volunteerofthemonth.
For more information… or to join our email list:
Please visit our website at dmcc.cc or contact the DMCC
office at (858) 792-7565 or dmcc@dmcc.cc.
`
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TRICKY TRASH

KNOWING NEIGHBORS

What’s waste, what’s not?

by Art Olson | Avenida Primavera

by Ann Feeney | Rimini Road

A

fter more than two-and-a-half years of the COVID-19
pandemic, the public health threat is subsiding and we
are slowly reemerging from social isolation into a changed
world, where so much of our work and social interactions
remain virtual. In a small, tight-knit community like Del
Mar, many of us have lost touch with some of our longtime neighbors, and have yet to get to know those who
have recently moved in. The Del Mar Community Alliance
(DMCA), which is the non-profit entity that publishes the
Sandpiper, has recognized that re-establishing neighbor
contact and cohesion is important from both a personal
and community perspective. Personal neighbor contact can
be a life-line or source of support in times of need, and is
the glue that helps sustain the unique and beautiful place
in which we have chosen to live. To that end, the DMCA
has established a program to bring neighbors together
again, to get to know each other better, to enjoy each other’s
company, and to reflect on our hopes, concerns, and issues
regarding our experiences as Del Mar residents.

Del Mar Neighborhood Get-Together, May 29, 2022.
Photo by Art Olson.

Part of the Del Mar Community Alliance’s mission is
to advocate for the principles and goals of the Del Mar
Community Plan and to help protect the community
character and natural resources of Del Mar and its environs.
To that end, we have formed a Neighborhood Outreach
Committee (of which I’m the current Chair). Our charge is
to encourage and facilitate local gatherings in homes around
Del Mar to bring neighbors back together. We are committed
to support such gatherings by recruiting hosts and providing
them with the needed help and supplies that such social
events require. These neighborhood gatherings are intended
to bring together neighbors for a couple of hours to meet,
greet, and discuss, with light refreshments provided by the
DMCA.
So far, we have held two such events, both of which have
been highly successful and enjoyed by all who attended.
One was at a home on Ocean View, and the other was at a
home on 9th Street. Because of COVID-based caution, both
events were held in outdoor spaces, with masking highly
encouraged. After about a half hour of social mixing and
noshing, everyone had the opportunity to introduce

T

hey arrived July 1. The new
green bins from EDCO.
Complete with the new rules to
collect organic waste in addition
to yard trimmings. This is not
due to the transition to EDCO,
but because of the State Bill, SB
1383, which requires all cities
throughout California to divert
organic waste from landfills.
Organic here does not mean
the same as organic food (grown without pesticides, etc).
Definition of “organic” according to the dictionary is “derived
from living matter.” Thus, the simple EDCO motto: “if it
grows, it goes.” Anything from a living organism (including
meat or chicken bones, skin from a chicken, egg shells) goes
in the Organic Waste green bin. Table scraps (if you have
food left on your plate), vegetable peelings, go in. All foodrelated waste goes in.
To make it simpler to collect those table scraps, get a free
kitchen caddy from EDCO. They say to wrap your scraps in
any paper product – a newspaper, used paper napkin. Or,
just put your scraps in the freezer and throw them in the
green bin on collection mornings. A few things do NOT go
in. No “compostable” bags, such as the ones in the produce
section in Jimbo’s. Also, no plastic-lined paper, although
food-soiled paper should go in your green bin.
Organic waste collection is free, for as many bins as you
have. You are only billed for the size of your gray trash bin.
So, put as much as possible into the recycle bin (blue) or
organic waste bin (green) and save. Recycling is pretty much
the same with EDCO as before, but with one difference. All
plastics with a chasing arrow symbol go in. Styrofoam goes
in, which was not allowed with Waste Management.Why
is this important? Organic material that goes to the landfill
emits large amounts of methane, a very potent Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) that is 85x more damaging to the environment
than carbon dioxide. All the green organic waste goes to
ECDO’s anaerobic digester, where it is converted into
renewable natural gas, the fuel that runs their trucks. So, no
toxic emissions from their trucks, no fossil fuels used to run
the trucks, and no methane produced in landfills. What could
be better!

themselves, and then, as a group, discuss current Del Mar
events and issues. In these first two get-togethers, we were
fortunate to have our current Mayor, Dwight Worden, attend
and answer questions.
As we head into the Fall, our next gathering will be at a home
on Crest Rd. We anticipate many more of these events, and
would love to hear from you if you are interested in hosting
neighbors at your home, or being invited to one of the events.
You may contact me at arthur.j.olson@gmail.com

Sandpiper September 2022 Page 6

MAISON DES MONARQUES
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

M

onarch butterflies are getting noticed for the wrong
reasons. Beautiful as they are, they are in trouble.
Their numbers have tumbled in the last decade, down
huge percentages, as much as 99%, due to vanishing
habitats, overuse of pesticides, drought, wildfires, and
climate change. Now short listed as candidates for various
endangered species watch lists, monarchs may soon be
added to the sad members of the Federal Endangered
Species Act. The state of California has sounded the alarm
and Del Mar is following up. Mayor Dwight Worden has
taken the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge https://www.nwf.org/
mayorsmonarchpledge.

Site of the new Monarch Demonstation Garden coming
soon at the Civic Center. Photo by Julie Maxey-Allison.

Monarch Larva in a Del Mar garden. Photo by Mara Beckett.

Resident volunteers have joined the effort, including the
Garden Club sponsored by The Del Mar Foundation, to
establish a new monarch butterfly demonstration garden
at the Civic Center Plaza’s north west planter. New soil is
on the way. Once the soil is in place narrow leaf milkweed
will be planted along with a selection of native plants that
monarchs favor. When finished the garden will present a
display with information on how you too can make a safe
space for monarchs in your own yard.
Our butterflies, the western monarchs, separated by the
Rocky Mountains, differ geographically from the eastern
monarchs—the ones pictured as a cloud of orange winging
their way to winter in Mexico’s Central Highlands. Though
some of our western monarchs do fly south to Mexico,
most spend their winters with us, right here in southern
California, including in Del Mar. And, some decide to stay
rather than traveling back to the Pacific Northwest.
The demonstration garden will illustrate how our western
monarchs lay their eggs on narrow leaf milkweed leaves,
the plant that best sustains them (as opposed to the
tropical milkweed plant that interrupts their natural

A Western Monarch Butterfly in a Del Mar garden.
Photo by Gale Darling

migration cycle cycle, and increases the risk to Monarchs
of a protozoan parasite, OE). Once hatched, the larva, also
known as very hungry caterpillars, eat up the milkweed in
a mighty effort to increase their weight by 2,700 (!) times
within about two weeks. (Happily, that stripped milkweed
plant will grow up again.) Next: they quite amazingly
transform into chrysalises where they are reformed to
finally emerge as butterflies.
Look out for notices about the progress of this project and
for the “grand opening” in the fall of the Monarch Butterfly
Demonstration Garden.
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STREET VIEW UNDER TEWA

CLEAN COMMUNITY ENERGY

by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

by Don Mosier, CEA Citizen Advisory Committee Vice-Chair

O

W

n Tewa, the jump-started opening project of the city’s
Utility Undergrounding Program to bury overhead
electrical wires is winding down—albeit with a cost
increase of nearly 50% over the initial estimate. Funded by
Measure Q, a one-cent sales tax measure approved by Del
Mar voters in 2016, the original estimate was $635,000 but
has shot up to around $960,000.
Some 1300 linear feet of trenches were dug out to connect
undergrounding apparatus from 10th Street north of
Camino Del Mar, crossing over to Tewa and finishing on
its upper south side. They are now closed, topped off with
fresh asphalt. Still to go: clearing the overhead cables and
poles.
The work involved many people and machines over many
months. Tewa resident Sharon Bockoff reports: “There is
noise, dust and lots of street construction going on. There
are a lot of parts and pieces that go into this process. The
crew was very good. I think our only interruption is AT&T
doing their part. We are still a work in progress so I cannot
comment on the end result. It wasn’t always pleasant
but I am looking at the end result of no overhead wires
as being worth it. The best advice I can give to any of the
neighborhoods that will be worked on in the future is that
it’s not always going to be convenient. So for any of the
inconvenience we experience the result should be enough to
offset that.”
The next areas to be scheduled at a date to be determined
are the Stratford south district between 4th and 12th streets
and the Crest Canyon district along portions of Crest Road
and San Dieguito Drive.
Design work is underway for these two areas: The areas
were formed as districts in July 2021; design work expected
to take 18 to 24 months.

hen the Clean Energy Alliance (CEA) began
providing electricity to Del Mar residents in May
2021, each account holder had the opportunity to “opt
out” and to continue buying electricity from San Diego
Gas & Electric (SDG&E). Several residents and some city
councilmembers voiced concerns about trusting a new
entity to provide reliable service. That message apparently
resonated with 171 account holders (out of the 3,059 in
Del Mar), and they chose to stay with SDG&E for their
power supplier (SDG&E manages electricity distribution
and transmission for all customers). Based on the average
savings of $1.40 per month had they stayed with CEA, from
June 2021 through May 2022, customers that stayed with
SDG&E paid an average $16.80 more for that 12-month
period, and in aggregate $2,872.80. They paid more
to purchase dirtier sources of electricity, with SDG&E
currently at 31% clean sources versus 50% clean, 75%
carbon-free (mainly hydroelectric power) from CEA.
The most recent generation rates would appear to give a
slight financial edge to SDG&E, but the California Public
Utilities Commission is investigating their under-collection
of revenues and a rate increase is likely to take place in
January 2023. In April of 2023, CEA will begin serving
customers in San Marcos and Escondido, increasing
the number of accounts from 66,000 to 160,000. This
increased customer base will provide some economy-ofscale benefits in power purchase agreements that should
allow CEA to continue to provide cleaner energy at a lower
cost than SDG&E to all customers, including those in Del
Mar.

In Brief
Winston Challenges
On August 19, a Superior Court judge denied the City’s
motion to dismiss six claims in Winston’s lawsuit against
the City, which disputes that Winston’s lease for the Shores
Park property currently used by Winston has been legally
terminated. This means that the Court found that an actual
controversy exists between the City and Winston that
properly can be resolved by a trial. A trial date is set in
the case for March 3, 2023. More than a year ago, the City
terminated the lease, resulting in a July 2023 date when
Winston must vacate the property, unless the termination
is successfully challenged in court. Meanwhile, on August
26, Winston announced the departure of its Head of School,
Dena Harris.

Photo by Julie Maxey-Allison.
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A BILLION POUNDS OF NUCLEAR
WASTE. WHERE?
by Don Mosier | Rimini Road

S

outhern California Edison (SCE) released its required
annual report on decommissioning activities at the
shuttered San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS).
Here is an excerpt from their report.
“Over the course of decommissioning, it is anticipated
that over one billion pounds of waste will be transported
off-site for recycling and disposal. To accomplish this,
building debris is sorted and packaged for out of state
disposal. Radioactive waste is transported by rail to Clive,
Utah, which will dispose of approximately 90-percent of
the Project’s radioactive waste, and the remaining is sent
by truck to Andrews, Texas. Non-radioactive waste is
transported by truck to La Paz, Arizona. To facilitate timely
removal of waste and debris, work began in 2021 to install
a new railyard and additional rail lines on-site. Off-site
shipments in 2021 by both rail and truck totaled over 60
million pounds.”
Higher level radioactive waste must be transported to a
different permanent or interim storage site, neither of
which exists at present. One potential site in New Mexico
has been initially approved by The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC), although local officials have strong
reservations about the recommendation. Here is an update
from the NRC.
“The NRC has published its final environmental impact
statement for Holtec International’s application for a
license to construct and operate a consolidated interim
spent nuclear fuel storage facility in Lea County,
New Mexico. Based on its environmental review, the
NRC staff recommends issuing the license, subject to
the determinations in the staff’s safety review of the
application.
“Holtec proposes initially to store 500 canisters holding
approximately 8,680 metric tons of spent nuclear fuel
in a first phase and eventually to store up to 10,000
canisters in an additional 19 phases. The canisters would be
transported by rail from operating, decommissioning, and
decommissioned commercial nuclear power plants around
the country.”
The irony of this proposal is that Holtec is the major
manufacturer of the canisters used at SONGS and other
nuclear power plants to store spent nuclear fuel. These
canisters are designed to last 20 years, so this planned
obsolescence will now potentially benefit Holtec if it can
rebury them in New Mexico.

HOMELESS DATA
Ed note: Shirley King, an advocate for the
homeless, wrote this letter in response to an eBlast
Councilmember Dan Quirk sent to many voters on
July 15.
Dear Editors,
I, too, have a response to councilmember Quirk’s
request for comments regarding his July 15, 2022 email
correspondence assigning his recommendations to solve
homelessness to one set of data collection.
Cherry-picking data like this just continues the path to
willful blindness. This is not a good look for our leader with
whom we, as his constituents, have entrusted responsibility
and public voice.
Many agencies and institutions in San Diego County are
investing rigorous examination of the factors that can
prevent housing instability and to rehouse youth, seniors,
individuals and families and to strengthen the weaknesses
in our systems. The County is taking these data and
dispatching resources rapidly.
For more points of data and local implementation
strategies, take a look at the new “Homelessness Hub”
at UCSD’s Department of Urban Studies, the graduate
research on homelessness prevention at University of San
Diego School of Business, the County of San Diego’s Office
of Homeless Solutions and Equitable Communities and its
partnership with Aging and Independence to prevent senior
housing crises, 2-1-1 San Diego/Community Information
Exchange and its policy brief “Housing Instability in San
Diego County” and the non-profit agency, Serving Seniors
and its recent report and initiative “Senior Homelessness: A
Needs Assessment.”
I would discourage anyone in our community to give
much regard to the nine points in councilmember Quirk’s
conclusions until he can dig much deeper into the local
efforts. His position needs to be more authoritative and less
authoritarian.
Shirley King
Avenida Primavera

941 Go-ahead

In Brief

A development agreement for the mixed-use project at the
corner of 10th and CDM was approved unanimously by the
Del Mar Council on August 10. This 40,000 square foot
project at the site of the old gas station was voter-approved
by 80% several years ago. It calls for eight housing units,
including two affordable units, along with commercial uses
of 4,000 square feet. Construction can begin in several
months after a final building permit is issued.
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A NIGHT AT THE OPERA IN DEL MAR

by Jeff Barnouw | Amphitheatre Drive

T

he third annual Del Mar International Composer
Symposium (DMICS) finished with a resounding Night
of Opera on Saturday, August 13. An enthused audience
of 80 enjoyed an evening of four new operas: two larger
operas presented in excerpts of work in progress, and two
that were complete mini-operas, each no more than fifteen
minutes long.
The program began with Meilina Tsui’s “The Big Swim,”
commissioned by the Houston Grand Opera to celebrate the
Lunar New Year in 2024. It tells the story of the contest of
12 animals who compete in a race, decreed by the emperor,
to decide their place in the Chinese zodiac. We got to hear
the cleverly humorous (false) start of the race, where Snake
tricks Dragon, Monkey, and Tiger.
Then followed scenes early and concluding from “Tear Down
this Wall” by Polina Nazaykinskaya (a repeat participant
from last year), a dramatic tale spanning the end of World
War II and the Fall of the Berlin Wall, with Beria serving
as villain. It was commissioned by the Mississippi Opera
to celebrate their 75th anniversary season. Konstantin
Soukhovetski, on the faculty at Juilliard, accompanied both
pieces on the piano. He had given a fine third concert two
nights earlier, including works by DMICS director Jordan
Kuspa, Nazaykinskaya, Robert Honstein, and Richard
Strauss (not in attendance) in his arrangement of “Four Last
Songs.” And Soukhovetski wrote the libretto for “Tear Down
this Wall.”

DMICS presented new operas at St. Peter’s on August 13.
Photos courtesy DMICS.

The second half of the program included “Graceland”
by Omar Surillo, in which an older Elvis fan arrives at
Graceland and gradually realizes she has died on the way.
Finally, Kuspa’s “A Long Trip” was based on a play by Dan
McGeehan (who was in the audience) in which a man tries
to bring his Alzheimers-afflicted wife to remember their
courtship and first kiss many years before, as a way to
bring her back. Their younger selves are conjured up, and
a powerful quartet of contending voices urges the need to
grasp the moment or recall and revive it.
In a preconcert discussion involving four composers, a
librettist and the dramaturg from Houston Opera, Kuspa and
McGeehan spoke of the need to reduce the spoken word of
the original play to make room for the music. Much could be
“said” better in music, they found.
The marvelous singers were drawn from the FF Collective,
led by co-founders Tasha Koontz and Sarah-Nicole Carter,
and included Sarabeth Belon, Dongwhi Tony Baek, Michael
Sokol, and Steven Pence. The mini-operas of the second
half were accompanied by members of the Boston-based
group, Hub New Music, who had been featured in the second
concert, on August 9 at the Powerhouse, playing music of
Honstein, Carlos Simon, Dai Wei, and Nina C. Young.
This symposium was twice the extent of last year’s, taking

Boston-based Hub New Music performed music by DMICS
composers at the Powerhouse Community Center on Aug. 9.

place from August 1-14 with over twenty composers and
nearly as many performers participating in the program.
Fifteen of the composers were students, many of whom are
working toward advanced degrees in composition at leading
music schools. The profusion and depth of talent at this
DMICS was astounding. Nowhere else could one hear such
vocal and instrumental artistry for such a modest outlay.
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COVID UPDATE

OFF THEY GO

VERY SCARY VARIANTS

by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

by Don Mosier | Rimini Road

T

T

here is a widespread belief that the current Omicron
COVID virus variants (B1.4 and B1.5) are not as
dangerous as the Alpha and Delta strains that were the
predominant cause of infections until earlier this summer.
Hospitalization and death rates are down from last winter,
and many infections in those less than 70 years old result
in mild, cold-like symptoms.

he most dramatic examples of bluff erosion——and it is
going on—are the actual collapses when huge chunks
come tumbling down to the beach. But bluff loss can be as
subtle as small bits of the bluff consistently chipping off or
simply vanishing as sandstone dust blowing away with the
wind.

It is easy to interpret these data as good news, and perhaps
they are, but it is important to remember that the virus has
changed but so has the host (us). The majority of us in San
Diego county are vaccinated, many have received additional
booster shots, and a large (and unknown) number have
been infected and recovered. Compared to unvaccinated
and uninfected individuals, most of us are somewhat less
susceptible to infection and have reduced risk of serious
infection. However, it is difficult to make sense of infection
rates when so many of us do not report the results of positive
home tests. The availability of antiviral medications like
Paxlovid should reduce the number of infections that result
in hospitalization, so the hospitalization rate is also difficult
to compare to previous outbreaks. Infectious disease doctors
are much better at treating serious COVID infections than
earlier in the pandemic, so even death rates have different
meaning now.
There are other confounding effects on local and national
death rates. Deaths remain much more common in older
individuals with underlying conditions (the median age of
death of COVID patients in San Diego in July was 79) and are
rare in younger individuals. Although vaccination reduces
the risk of death by 2-3-fold, vaccination plus two booster
shots is less protective. This may seem counterintuitive until
you take into account that older individuals were more likely
to get the boosters, and got them earlier than the general
population, so they are more likely to have lower immune
responses if 4-6 months have elapsed since the last booster
shot.
So are the latest COVID Omicron variants less dangerous?
The current best answer is probably yes if you are young
and healthy, and no if you are older regardless of your
vaccination status.
There are new formulations of the Pfizer and Moderna
mRNA vaccines in late stages of testing that target the new
Omicron variants, and the hope is that they will be available
this fall.
Some of us older Del Mar residents can’t wait for their
arrival.
Photos by Julie Masey-Allison.
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Roving Teen Reporter

STRONG STUDENT STATEMENTS
by Jerry Wu | Torrey Pines High School Senior

A

midst the calls
for changes
on national issues
regarding race, gun
control, or climate
change in the last years,
students across San
Diego have discovered
various platforms to
voice their opinions and
ideals.
In response to the rising
diversity and equity
issues nationwide,
Ayana Johnson, a Torrey Pines High School senior,
founded the school’s first Black Student Union. She has
helped bring a voice and provided a tight-knit community
to students of color on campus. In collaboration with
several district board members, she has also connected
with other schools and local organizations to plan diversity
awareness events.
“I have always been passionate about diversification in
my school,” Johnson said. “With more focus on political
and racial issues, we can come to a mutual understanding
which will be important for our future.”
In addition, Lea Nepomuceno, a Scripps Ranch High School
senior and newly appointed San Diego Unified Student
Board Member, promises district change with plans to
dismantle discriminatory grading policies and improve
student safety and nutrition services.
As one of the founding members of Youth for Justice

Reform, a journalistic educational resource, she has also
brought to light stories of formerly incarcerated individuals
to change the media portrayal of the criminal justice
system.
“We say a person is a person, not their crime. Our main
goal is to de-stigmatize how formerly incarcerated
individuals are portrayed in the media,” Nepomuceno
said. San Diego Unified Student Board Member Matthew
Quitoriano, a San Diego High School sophomore sharing
Nepomuceno’s advocacy of student representation, cites
that a combination of national and local issues has spurred
his increased political activism.
“It’s a combination of the big picture idea that students
across the nation are struggling and [dealing with] violence
and people getting hurt. And also getting emails talking to
friends talking to other students at many different schools,”
Quitoriano said, referring to the issues of mental health
and internet policies he aims to address in his term.
At Westview High School, senior student Grace Mordhorst
runs the Political Awareness club to create a safe
space for political discussion and promote civic
engagement. In the past, members have helped set up
voter registration for those of age to vote. As an individual,
Mordhorst volunteers at the nonprofit San Diego 350 in
the youth group Youth4Climate, urging Governor Gavin
Newsom to stop issuing oil drilling permits.
Knowing that the next generation of politicians come from
today’s youth, Mordhorst considers it more significant for
students to participate in politics early on.
“Youth often present a more future-oriented perspective
on issues because we are going to be here longer than a lot
of legislators currently holding office, which I think is an
important and unique perspective to consider,” Mordhorst
said.
The growing student political participation in San Diego
represents only a snapshot of what our nation’s young
generation has to offer, with more to come.
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