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Kyiv: Saint Michael’s of the Golden Dome bell tower and behind it the 
church itself with its multiple golden onion domes. In Kyiv  
there are 800 churches, and it is estimated that there are  

close to one million golden onion domes in the city. 
Photo by Virginia Lawrence.

SEVEN YEARS IN KYIV: 2000-2007
by Roger Lawrence | Caminito del Rocio

I n 2000 the Ukrainian government decided to join the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) and asked the U.S. 

government for help in meeting the requirements for 
membership. I had just finished assisting the government 
of Moldova in its successful bid to become a WTO member, 
and was now asked to do the same in Ukraine. I arrived in 
Kyiv in 2000, and lived and worked there for the following 
seven years. 

WTO is one of the pillars of 
the international economic 
order. It requires that 
a member’s laws and 
regulations governing 
international trade conform 
fully to its rules, which are 
designed to ensure fair 
trading practices among 
countries with market 
economies. Ukraine’s 
laws and regulations 
dated from the Soviet 
period, did not meet these 
requirements, and needed 
to be completely redone. 
This was a mammoth task 
that involved numerous 
governmental entities. 
Everyone concerned 
worked hard to make the 
necessary reforms: the 
wish to see Ukraine become part of the family of Western, 
liberal, market-oriented nations, was, as far as I could see, 
universal. The Ukrainian staff who supported me in my 
work—Irina, Yuri, Dima—and the officials I met within the 
government were professional, hardworking, invariably 
pleasant, and confident that they had a bright future in 
front of them. 

I lived in a furnished apartment in a building right next 
to the Saint Sophia Cathedral, an eleventh-century 
church founded by Vladimir the Great, who converted to 
Christianity in the tenth century and brought the rest of his 
subjects along with him. At dawn, and then again at sunset, 
its golden domes radiated briefly a brilliant light that filled 
my apartment. Downtown Kyiv was just a few minutes’ 
walk away. My favorite destination was the Bessarabia 
Market, where vendors were reluctant to sell you anything 

you hadn’t tasted first. I especially enjoyed buying smetana 
(sour cream) from the elderly ladies who sat in a row, each 
with a pot of home-made smetana in front of them. You 
held out your hand, palm down, and made a fist. The lady 
in front of you would put a dab of her sour cream on the 
back of your hand and you would lick it off. She wiped the 
back of your hand with a towel and you moved on to the 
next lady, where the tasting was repeated. Then you had to 
choose. On the way there and back there were parks, book 
stores, restaurants, street performers—everything that you 

would expect to find in a 
modern European city. 
A performance at the 
opera cost about $6, and 
I spent many evenings 
there. My walk home 
took me past the Great 
Gate to the medieval 
walled city, the gate 
that is the subject of 
the final movement of 
Mussorgsky’s Pictures 
at an Exhibition. On 
weekends I sometimes 
took the subway out to 
the northern district of 
Obolon, where there was 
a large outdoor market. 
I had found a bookseller 
there with an unusually 
large section of editions 
of Russian literature, 
and bought illustrated 

volumes of works by Pushkin, Tolstoy, and Gogol.

I was able to travel outside of Kyiv. To the north, I 
visited Chernihiv, a very old city on the ancient trade 
route between the Baltic and the Black Sea, its former 
fortifications now a pleasant park, its monasteries and 
churches beckoning. To the east, I spent several days 
in Kharkiv, a bustling, thoroughly modern city with a 
remarkable museum—arguably the best in Ukraine. I 
remember in particular a painting by Illia Repin entitled 
Zaporozhian Cossacks Writing a Letter to the Sultan, 
depicting a scene in the 17th century in which the Cossack 
leaders outdo each other in composing vulgar, scatological, 
insults directed toward the Turkish Sultan, who had sent 
them an ultimatum demanding their surrender. I had seen 
reproductions hanging in some of the government offices 
I visited. No one who understands the place this painting 

continued on page 2
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ADULTS IN THE ROOM
A s we watch the City Council in action, we’re struck 

with how important it is to have “adults in the room” 
when key decisions are made – and how much we lose or 
put at risk when they are out-voted by councilmembers 
who vote based on simplistic views and a very limited 
understanding of how to govern effectively. Political 
grandstanding may play well to the crowd, but too often it 
undermines the interests of Del Mar and its citizens. Adults 
know that compromise is sometimes the path to the best 
possible outcome, and know that effective leaders can play 
a big role in public understanding of complex legal, political 
and practical factors involved in key decisions.

The latest example: the 2-3 vote on Feb. 28 that sank a 
proposed deal with NCTD on fencing. In our view, the 
adults in the room were those (Druker, Worden) who 
spoke unpopular truths and voted accordingly: NCTD 
does not need Del Mar’s permission to install a fence, and 
the proposed deal would serve as an “insurance policy” 
so that if/when a fence is built on the upper bluffs, it will 
be a lower profile fence that preserves public access and, 
for the first time, grants the public a legal right to use 
the informal trails on the upper bluffs. The majority, by 
contrast, hung their hat on the view that the fence 

occupies in the Ukrainian psyche could be surprised to 
see Ukrainians vigorously defending their independence. 
I spent time in the south, in Odessa sitting for hours on 
the steps that lead down to the port, steps made famous 
by Sergei Eisenstein’s celebrated film The Battleship 
Potemkin, and attending a performance of Tchaikovsky’s 
one-act opera Iolanta in the Odessa opera house, a close 
copy of the Palais Garnier, the Paris opera. In the east I 
visited Lviv, before the end of the Second World War a 
Polish City, with its small gem of an opera house and Greek 
Catholic churches—churches that follow the Orthodox 
liturgy, but recognize the authority of the Catholic Pope.

*****

It is now 10 a.m. on March 17, 2022, and I am sitting in 
front of my computer as horrifying, gruesome scenes 
unfold before me. In a few short weeks much of the Ukraine 
that I knew has been destroyed or heavily damaged and 
its population thoroughly traumatized. Chernihiv, with 
its pleasant park and numerous old churches, is now 
surrounded by Russian troops and is periodically shelled. 
Here, as elsewhere, apartment buildings have been 
deliberately targeted. Much of Kharkiv has been 
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is unnecessary and wrong –betting the farm (or the upper 
bluffs) on the ability of the Coastal Commission to ride in 
on a white horse to stop the fence. CCC’s own letter to the 
Council, delivered on the day of the vote, noted that CCC 
will continue its “collaboration with the City and NCTD 
to ensure the project is implemented consistent with the 
Coastal Act.” That language seems to imply that the project 
will be implemented in some form, not stopped. But nuance 
is lost on those not willing or able to be the adults in the 
room.

Other examples the Sandpiper has covered in the 
past:

• Grandstanding opposition (including by Druker and 
Gaasterland) that resulted in a denser Watermark project 
(50 rental units with three-story elements, instead of 38 
townhomes in a two-story project); 

• Pre-election opposition to the NC re-zoning (Druker, 
Gaasterland) that turned into post-election “yes” votes – 
and with Martinez, Quirk, and Gaasterland all working to 
gather signatures for the anti-NC rezoning referendum that 
cost the City great effort and legal expense to resolve;

• Jumping Tewa to the front of the line for undergrounding 
(with only Worden voting “no”), in violation of the priority 
previously recommended by UPAC and adopted by the 
Council for neighborhood priority; and a decision based 
on an unrealistic cost estimate of $635,216 that suddenly 
ballooned to almost $1 million. 

Sometimes, political neophytes quickly navigate the 
learning curve to govern well (comedian/actor Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy comes to mind); others, alas, do not. It is 
unclear, for Del Mar, whether the jury is still out, or 
whether the verdict is already in.
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Kyiv Pechersk Lavra is known for its catacombs as well as its 
micro-miniature museum, where one views its displays through 
high-powered magnifying glasses. One can see, for example, a 
chess board with gold chessmen that fits on the head of a nail. 

Photo by Virginia Lawrence.

Roger sitting on a wall just above the Kyiv Pechersk Lavra,  
an orthodox monastery founded in 1051, today a UNESCO  

World Heritage Site (as is the Saint Sophia Cathedral).  
The Dniepr River is in the background. 

Photo by Yuri, Roger’s colleague/driver.

UKRAINE: 1984
by Jasmine Criqui | Senior Torrey Pines High School

E ven students who seldom pay attention to the week’s 
top headlines are by now familiar with the conflict in 

Ukraine through discussions in their classes and with their 
friends. As such, many students are drawing connections 
between current events and their curriculum.

“It’s been brought up in class a lot because we’re reading 
1984,” said Ginny, who explained how her English class 
identified a parallel between the nationalist propaganda 
and manipulation of factual reporting created by the Party 
in Orwell’s novel and the Russian government’s chokehold 
on independent Russian news outlets. To see elements of 
the novel reflected in the current events, she said, made 
reading the two in tandem all the more chilling. “I don’t 
even know how to articulate my thoughts about it. It’s just 
so unwarranted.”

Similarly, high school students enrolled in courses like 
Economics and Business Math explored the financial 
implications of sanctions imposed on Russia. “Our class 
has talked about the supply shock we’ve been having due 
to the conflict,” said Dylan, who is currently taking AP 
Macroeconomics. “It’s kind of tough to talk about from our 
side of the pond. We’re like ‘Oh, gas prices are going up.’ 
But when you think about it on a grander scale, you’re like 
‘Why do we care about this when people are dying?’ ” 

The discussions among students aren’t limited to high 
schools. Jackson, a sophomore at San Diego Mesa College, 
described a statement put out by the school condemning 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and expressing solidarity with 
Ukrainian students.

“There was also a bit at the end I liked about how these are 
the actions of the Russian government, not any Russian 
American or Russian transfer students here at Mesa,” 
Jackson said. “Which is pretty neat, because not all the 
rhetoric has been great about that.”

Nolan, a high school senior who recalled discussing 
Ukraine in his Intro to Law class, says the opinions he’s 
heard expressed by students are almost unanimously pro-
Ukraine. He also speculated as to why the United States 
has seen a relatively small number of wide-scale protests 
regarding Ukraine

“Last year with the Black Lives Matter movement there 
were definitely protests and group efforts organized by 
student clubs,” Nolan said. “I think it’s because people feel 
like a coordinated effort in the U.S. isn’t going to have as 
much of an effect on a foreign issue.”

Even so, several of the interviewed students reported 
seeing a flurry of social media awareness campaigns and 
the dissemination of donation links. One student, Regan, 
described driving down Del Mar Heights Road with her 
mom and seeing a local business flying the Ukrainian flag. 
“It's stuff like that that really shows how people are coming 
together to help Ukraine and fight with them,” Regan said.

Roving Teen Reporterreduced to rubble. I am unable to discover the fate of their 
museum. The southern port city of Mariupol, which I 
never visited, has been utterly devastated with great loss 
of life; other cities in the south—Kherson, Mykolaiv—have 
seen heavy fighting and loss of life: schools, theaters and 
hospitals have been attacked. Whole cities lack heat or 
water. Odessa has been untouched, so far, but it bristles 
with Czech hedgehogs, razor wire, sandbags and other 
defensive materiel. Lviv is awash with women and children 
making their way to the near-by border with Poland (the 
men will stay and fight), and with media personalities who 
need to be close to events without being dangerously close. 
Russian forces creep towards Kyiv despite the Ukrainians’ 
fierce and effective resistance: the district of Obolon has 
been shelled, but I don’t know the fate of its open-air 
market. My attempts to contact my former Ukrainian 
colleagues have all failed.

The message Russia is sending to Ukrainians is clear: 
submit, or be destroyed. But the Ukrainians will not 
submit. The worst is yet to come.
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Joel Holliday, a founding DMF director, 
cleans up the Powerhouse on March 15, 1983.

THE POWERHOUSE IN DMF’S 
HISTORY 
A s we celebrate our 40th Anniversary, it’s worth noting 

the powerful presence of the Powerhouse in DMF’s 
history. 
1980s: The Aug. 1982 DMF Board minutes state, 
“acquisition of open space is within the purpose of 
the Foundation [and] facilitating the acquisition of 
the Powerhouse site would be pursued…” After much 
community debate, the City opted for a lease-purchase 
agreement, and voters approved the Powerhouse 
acquisition on Feb. 15, 1983. In this photo, Joel Holliday,
one of the original DMF directors, is taking part in a March 
15, 1983 clean-up and painting of the Powerhouse. Only 
old-timers remember when it looked like this!

Powerhouse Park was created in 1988, but the building’s 
renovation came later. 
1990s: The fundraising campaign for the Powerhouse’s 
renovation as a community center began in 1996, with DMF 
fiscal sponsorship. Under Barbara Harper’s leadership, the 
campaign was a smashing success, raising over $500K. This 
allowed the City to complete the renovation in 1999, with a 
Dec. 4, 1999 grand opening. In Oct. 1999, the Powerhouse 
Committee became a separate nonprofit, Friends of 
Powerhouse, to continue its work supporting Powerhouse 
and beach-related projects. 
2000s-Present: On Jan. 26, 2000, in the newly-
renovated Powerhouse, Lynn Gaylord gaveled to order the 
first meeting of DMF’s Cultural Arts Committee – created 
to organize music concerts, talks, and other programs 
to take advantage of the new community center. CAC’s 
signature program, First Thursdays, is now in its 22nd 
season! Today, Powerhouse Park and Community Center 
are Del Mar icons, beloved by residents and visitors alike.

DROUGHT: WATER HOGS
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

I t has been years since we have had a “normal” rainfall. 

The Los Angeles Times reported that January and February 
2022 were the driest ever recorded in most of California. 
The California Department of Water Resources stated that 
statewide snowpack came in at only 63% of the average for 
this time of year. 

The Arizona Republic: “Two decades of aridification and 
spiraling water demands already had exposed more than 
120 feet of Glen Canyon Dam concrete” and last year 
“sapped another 45 feet” complicating life in the western 
states, including California, that draw water from the 
declining Lake Powell. UC Merced’s researchers estimate 
the economic cost of the drought on California agriculture 
in 2021 at $1.7 billion with 14,000 jobs lost. This year isn’t 
looking any better.

California state water officials warn that we are entering 
a third year of severe drought. Karla Nemeth, California 
Department of Water Resources Director, makes the 
situation starkly clear: “A significantly below-average 
snowpack combined with already low reservoir levels make 
it critical that all Californians step up and conserve water 
every day to help the state meet the challenges of severe 
drought.” 

What is being done? The Public Policy Institute of 
California is one group thinking long term about water 
usage that you can follow at https://bit.ly/CA-water-
priorities and it outlines a scary future with shrinking 
water supplies and the growing threat of extreme wildfire. 
Celeste Cantu, Chair, San Diego Regional Water Quality 
Control Board: “Climate change manifests as water impacts 
for California, mainly in prolonged drought punctuated by 
extreme storm events followed by catastrophic fires.” And 
“Drought is defined as a prolonged abnormally dry period 
leading to water shortage. But now the shortage is no longer 
abnormal but routine.” 

Each of us can learn to be better at conserving our water. 
Help by installing low-flush toilets and low-flow shower 
heads. Repair any leaky faucets. Turn off the faucet while 
brushing your teeth or shaving. Take shorter showers. 
Replace water dependent landscaping with drought-
tolerant native plants. Think of all the other various 
ways you can reduce your water usage. It is a precious 
commodity. Treat it as such.
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by Ashley Simpkins, Program Director

Drought-tolerant native plants.  
Photos by Julie Maxey-Allison.

DMCC Transportation programs are back and 
growing!
The DMCC Sassy Chassis is back on the road! Essential 
transportation services like the grocery van have been 
back from a Covid-induced pause for quite some time, 
but now active seniors are also able to enjoy our cultural 
and recreational transportation programs. Two Mondays 
a month, the Sassy Chassis becomes the venue for the 
Retail Therapy Club. DMCC Explorers have recently visited 
Cabrillo National Monument and taken a historical walking 
tour of La Jolla, and they will soon be visiting Balboa Park 
and Leo Carillo Ranch. We even sent a free shuttle to the 
Safari Park at the end of February so that Del Mar seniors 
could take advantage of their “free to seniors” month. 
DMCC’s Transportation committee plans these great 
programs, and they’re excited to announce a new Foodie 
Van in April, in which we’ll transport a group to a new 
or interesting restaurant outside of Del Mar. Seats are 
limited on these trips, so make sure you’re signed up for 
our email list to reserve your seat as soon as you see one of 
our transportation programs announced. Proof of Covid-
19 vaccine+booster is required from each participant, and 
participants are provided with a KN95 mask to wear while 
on the van. 

DMCC Report to the Community
DMCC’s board of directors and staff are busily assembling 
the annual Report to the Community, published each 
April. We aim to be transparent with our contributors, 
participants, and volunteers about what progress we’ve 
made in the preceding 12 months and provide some photo 
illustrations of the difference our community makes! If you 
have contributed to DMCC in the past year, a copy of the 
report will be sent to the address we have on file. If one is 
not sent to your home, it will be posted on our website, or 
starting in mid-April, you can pick one up from our office in 
the Del Mar Community Building at 225 9th St.

Volunteer of the Month – March
DMCC’s Volunteer of the Month for March 2022 was Dan 
DeNike, who works hard at big DMCC events like the 
holiday party and the Spring ice cream social, lifting heavy 
objects, bringing joy, directing traffic, and anything else we 
need to make the event successful!

DMCC programs and services depend on our incredible 
volunteers! To learn more about Dan and helping out at 
DMCC’s special events, visit dmcc.cc/volunteerofthemonth. 
For more information… or to join our email list: 
Please visit our website at dmcc.cc or contact the DMCC 
office at (858) 792-7565 or dmcc@dmcc.cc. 
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“TEST TO TREAT” AND “DELTACRON”
by Don Mosier | Rimini Road

“T est to Treat” - President Biden announced a “test 
to treat” program to combat COVID-19 in his State 

of the Union address on March 1st. The concept is that any 
vulnerable individual with COVID symptoms could go to a 
local pharmacy, take a rapid COVID test, and, if positive, be 
given one of two licensed antiviral pills. Rapid tests are now 
readily available, but the two antiviral drugs are in short 
supply and must be prescribed by a licensed health care 
specialist. 

The two antiviral pills authorized by the FDA are Paxlovid 
from Pfizer and Molnupiravir from Merck. The Pfizer 
pill reduces hospitalizations by 90% if started soon after 
symptoms appear, but it does interact with other drugs so 
that a detailed medical history is required. Production is 
being ramped up, but it is still difficult to access as of this 
writing. Molnupiravir is less effective and has potential 
reproductive side effects, concerns that make it seem less 
likely to be widely adopted. CVS Minute Clinics are one site 
that has agreed to participate in the test to treat program. 
Fortunately, the waning Omicron epidemic mean that a 
wait for this program to be fully implemented should be 
acceptable.

“Deltacron” - Several recent news reports have created 
concern about a novel COVID-19 virus that is half Delta 
and half Omicron, which has been dubbed “Deltacron”. 
It sounds scary, but it likely isn’t. A recent preprint from 
Helix Laboratories in San Mateo, CA described samples 
from two subjects that had gene segments from both Delta 
and Omicron variants, although both had the critical 
spike protein (the target of vaccines) derived from the 
Omicron genes. This type of recombination requires that 
the infected individual not only harbored both the Delta 
and the Omicron variant, but they also had to copy their 
genes in the same infected cell. The Helix study analyzed 
COVID virus sequences from 29,719 patient samples, 
and they found 20 instances of dual infections and only 2 
samples with the recombinant Delta:Omicron (“Deltacron”) 
genetic sequence. Bottom line: these recombinant viruses 
are exceedingly rare and unlikely to generate a new wave 
of infections. Ongoing genetic sequencing studies are 
monitoring for new “viruses of concern,” but “Deltacron” is 
not in that category. 

As a footnote, it is worth noting that the initial report 
of a “Deltacron” variant was likely a result of laboratory 
contamination (Nature, 21 January 2022), but the name 
stuck when true recombinant viruses were identified. A 
standard nomenclature for recombinant COVID viruses 
is being developed, and it is likely that “Deltacron” will be 
called “XD”, which doesn’t sound nearly as dangerous or 
newsworthy.

COVID Update UNSETTLED AT SUNSET

On an evening in late February a woman who went to get a good 
look at the setting sun from the bluff top on private property took 
a misstep and slipped off the edge. The Fire Department, alerted, 
came to her aid and hoisted her back up from her fall by the light 

of headlamps. Photo by Cindy Bernstein. 

Power up now!
As the cost of gasoline rises to stratospheric levels, maybe it 
is time to consider switching to a battery-powered electric 
vehicle (BEV). New models from major manufacturers 
and new ones are appearing seemingly every month, and 
models range from luxury sedans to pickup trucks. 

Prices range from the low $30K to well over $100K, and 
those with lower sales numbers (sorry Tesla) still qualify 
for a federal tax credit of $7500 and a possible state rebate. 
Most BEV models have a range of 200-300 miles, and the 
number of recharging stations is increasing rapidly. Home 
recharging is the most popular option, and low time-of-use 
rates favor charging during off peak hours (e.g., midnight 
to 5 am). Low maintenance costs and zero gas use means 
BEVs cost less to drive.  Charge up and drive on.

In Brief

Fencing off
In March, the Sandpiper reported online on aggressive 
positions staked out by the California Coastal Commission 
(CCC) and NCTD with respect to NCTD’s plan to install a 
fence along Del Mar’s upper bluffs. Those reports are here:. 
https://delmarsandpiper.org/2022-03-10-news/.

As of press time, additional legal documents have been 
filed with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) by the 
City of Del Mar and NCTD (available at the above link), 
but no ruling has been made by the STB. The Sandpiper 
will publish online updates on the fencing dispute as new 
developments occur.
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Steve South (EDCO CEO), Kristen Crane, and Clem Brown. 
Additional photos of EDCO’s anaerobic digestion facility are 

online: delmarsandpiper.org. 
Photo by Dwight Worden.

An EDCO truck delivers a load of green waste for the  
anaerobic digester. Photo by Dwight Worden.

WASTE WELL
New: waste hauler and organics recycling
by Clem Brown | Environmental Sustainability and Special 
Projects Manager, City of Del Mar

O n February 22, 2022, the City Council approved a new 
10-year agreement with EDCO Disposal Corporation 

(EDCO) for solid waste collection services. The contract 
award was the culmination of a nine-month search for the 
City’s next waste hauler as the City’s current contract with 
Waste Management expires June 30, 2022.

The competitive search included the issuance of a request 
for proposals for collection services as outlined in the City’s 
proposed franchise agreement. The City’s evaluation team 
consisted of City staff, an expert consultant hired by the 
City, and a Council-appointed subcommittee of Mayor 
Worden and Councilmember Quirk.

Three companies submitted proposals: EDCO, Republic 
Services, and the City’s long-time waste hauler, Waste 
Management. 

The evaluation team reviewed the three proposals and 
checked references from other cities that currently use 
those haulers. Interviews and facility site visits were also 
part of the evaluation process. The interviews and site visits 
were key because each hauler took a different approach 
to meet the City’s requested scope of services in terms of 
the collection, transportation, and processing of Del Mar’s 
various waste streams.

In the end, the evaluation team found that EDCO was the 
most qualified and provided the lowest cost to Del 
Mar’s ratepayers. 

The team was impressed with EDCO’s investments in local 
recycling and organics processing facilities, particularly 
their new anerobic digestion facility in Escondido. That 
facility will process Del Mar’s organic waste (green waste 
commingled with food waste) into renewable natural gas 
that will power Del Mar’s collection fleet – a tidy, closed-
loop system! Having those facilities close to Del Mar 
contributed to EDCO being able to offer overall lower rates 
than their two competitors.

EDCO proposed another truly unique collection solution for 
Del Mar; smaller, lighter two-axle collection trucks powered 
by renewable natural gas to better navigate Del Mar’s 
narrow streets and tight trash enclosures.

Food waste recycling starts July 1.

Senate Bill (SB) 1383 is a state mandate upon cities to 
reduce emissions of short-lived climate pollutants (SLCP) 
through a 50% reduction of organic waste disposal by 2020 
and a 75% reduction by 2025. The State estimates that 
organics like food waste and yard trimmings make up half 
of what Californians dump in landfills. To comply with SB 
1383, EDCO will implement a comprehensive diversion 
program beginning July 1, 2022, including commingled 
organics collection, public education, monitoring, and 
reporting. For the first time, residents will be required 
to put their food waste into their green waste cart. 
Commercial customers in Del Mar will also be required to 
recycle or donate their food waste.

Diverting this material from the waste stream and treating 
the organic material as a resource rather than waste, 
keeps methane-producing materials out of the landfill 
and supports the State and City’s actions to fight climate 
change. 

EDCO will take over service beginning July 1. More 
information about the change in service providers and new 
services will be shared by EDCO and the City over the next 
four months. 
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Photo by Tina Krohn.

TALENTED TASHA 
A sense of musical adventure
by Jordan Kuspa | Longboat Way

N ative Hawaiian soprano Tasha Koontz, Music Director 
of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Del Mar, has 

established herself as one of the finest opera singers in the 
San Diego area. Well known to local audiences through 
her performances with San Diego Opera and the San 
Diego Symphony, Tasha is the General Director and co-
founder of the FF Collective. I sat down with her recently 
to discuss some of her many musical endeavors, beginning 
with her recent founding of the FF Collective, a nonprofit 
organization with a mission “to create performance 
opportunities for a wide range of artists to promote 
diversity and inclusivity within the Southern California 
Arts Community.” The FF Collective has presented many 
top-notch events, including a concert performance of 
Verdi’s La Traviata at St. Peter’s, with Tasha herself in the 
lead role. I asked Tasha what led her to form the company:

“Part of our vision for making it happen has been creating 
artist-driven performance opportunities. We want to 
perform things that the artists themselves are excited 
about performing, and we really wanted to make space for 
many different kinds of artists: for artists with disabilities 
or for artists who are working parents—making a space 
for women in the arts, both as administrators and as 
performers with agency, and of course making space for 
artists within the BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People Of 
Color) community and the LGBTQ+ community, which all 
seem like hot-button topics right now but those ideas are 
things that I personally have been trying to figure out how 
to make space for a long time, and this has just come to 
fruition now in the current climate.”

Tasha has been music director at St. Peter’s since 2017, 
using her position to bring great music to Del Mar. She 
founded the St. Peter’s Unity Concert Series, and frequently 
hires top musicians to perform at St. Peter’s services 
including SDSU faculty, the Hausmann Quartet. Tasha 
brings a sense of musical adventure to her repertoire 
choices, especially during summer services, where 
programming built around themes such as Disney songs 
or John Williams compositions has charmed attendees. 
During the pandemic, Tasha kept the music going, 
producing elaborate performances for online services, and 
sometimes layering as many as 60 tracks of her own singing 

to create what Rector Paige Blair-Hubert lovingly called 
“the choir of Tashas.” 

Tasha is poised for major success on the opera stage. She 
recently joined the roster of Athlone Artists and has given 
acclaimed performances with the Chicago Symphony under 
the baton of Maestro Ricardo Muti. Her favorite roles to 
sing include Violetta from La Traviata, “because I find her 
to be so complex, and [singing Violetta] was the first time 
I really felt like I lived a whole life on stage during one 
performance, because there’s so much growth that she goes 
through.” 

Tasha has a particular affinity for Mozart, and will sing the 
fiery role of Donna Anna in the FF Collective’s upcoming 
production of at St. Peter’s on April 30th and May 1st. She 
also has begun to work more frequently with contemporary 
composers, including at the Del Mar International 
Composers Symposium. She explains, “there’s something 
really special about getting to do a piece of music for the 
very first time and having the responsibility of creating that 
first performance for the audience.” Whether presenting a 
world premiere, directing the St. Peter’s choir in a medley 
of Lady Gaga or Harry Potter tunes, or singing one of 
opera’s greatest roles, Tasha Koontz has brought great joy 
to audiences across the San Diego area and particularly to 
music lovers right here in Del Mar.

Ed. Note: Jordan Kuspa is the founder and director of Del 
Mar International Composers Symposium (DMICS). 
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Natalie Neault and Marcos Samaniego  in their salon.

The 9th Corner Salon at the northeast  
corner of 9th Street and Camino del Mar has no signs yet. 

Photos by Julie Maxey-Allison.
Drought-tolerant native plants. 
Photo by Julie Maxey-Allison.

HAIR CARE
9th Corner Salon
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

D oors are open at the 9th Corner Salon operated by 
Natalie Neault and Marcos Samaniego, who moved 

just downstairs after working for years at Jean Claude 
Salon. 

“Being a salon owner was something we always dreamed 
about doing—someday,” Natalie said. That day came when 
Summer Cycles moved out. “It was our time. Crunch time.” 

They went to work and transformed the former bike shop 
into the new salon. Two other specialists joined them to 
help you control your hair controllables. They offer a cut, a 
trim, or you can go to great lengths via hair extensions, or 
get colorful, or get a treatment. 915 Camino Del Mar, Suite 
150. 9thcornersalon.com. 

SCHOOL DISMISSED
3rd Time in the Starting Blocks
by Betty Wheeler | Seaview Avenue

A Superior Court ruling on March 11, 2022 dismissed 
six of Winston School’s eight claims in its lawsuit 

against the City over the termination of Winston’s lease. 
The ruling sent Winston School to the starting blocks for 
a third time, with a March 31 deadline to file an amended 
complaint. 

The City terminated the lease on Aug. 11, 2021, based on 
its finding that Winston had failed to meet the lease’s first 
redevelopment milestone; Winston has until July 2023 to 
vacate. Winston filed its lawsuit on Oct. 7, asserting eight 
claims against the City, including the six now-dismissed 
claims seeking declaratory relief as to whether Winston’s 
proposed plans were a “redevelopment” within the terms of 
the lease, whether the City improperly deemed Winston’s 
redevelopment application incomplete, and other specific 
claims relating to lease provisions. But Winston had to 
correct its failure to comply with a requirement of the 
Government Claims Act, sending it back to the starting 
blocks on Dec. 22 with the filing of an amended complaint. 

At the March 11, 2022 hearing, the judge considered the 
City’s request for dismissal of the declaratory relief claims 
and a claim seeking “reformation” of the lease. The City 
succeeded in knocking out all six of the declaratory relief 
claims, though not the reformation claim. The court gave 
Winston a March 31 deadline to file an amended complaint 
“to plead breach of contract.” The reformation claim 
and a breach of good faith claim still await adjudication. 
However, Winston’s effort to win “a declaration with 
respect to the future conduct of the parties,” which the 
Court’s ruling describes as the purpose of declaratory relief, 
appears to have met its end.
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GREENWASHING WATCH
by Valérie Dufort-Roy | Klish Way

T he labels eco, green, natural and the like are qualifiers 
used on packaging or in marketing campaigns to 

attract the environmentally-conscious consumer, but they 
could mean nothing! Consequences? Customers don’t know 
which product is truly manufactured using renewable 
sources and sustainable practices, and which product is 
only claiming to do so. Even worse, many are ready to pay 
more for supposedly eco-consumables.

The term greenwashing was first used in 1986, by Jay 
Westerveld who assessed that the save-water-by-reusing-
your-towel practice in hotels was only about hotels saving 
the cost of washing. While it saved water and energy, there 
was no sustainable intent. Yet, hotels continue to market it 
as an eco-friendly practice. 

Other examples include a corporation announcing 
intent to make its packaging recyclable (without a plan 
in place), a petroleum producer using solar panels on 
roofs of gas stations to “become sustainable”, fast-fashion 
producers (cheaply made trendy clothing) offering an 
“environmentally conscious” collection while (as an 
industry) contributing to 10% of global carbon emissions, 
and 100% biodegradable packaging (only if disposed of in 
the right conditions). My personal best was buying plastic 
Easter eggs marketed as “compostable in 90 days…” They 
spent three years in my garden, intact!

How are you and I supposed to figure out the real from 
the fake among the countless brands of coffee, cereals, or 
the construction material to build an ADU? California Bill 
343, an expansion of California’s Truth in Environment 
Advertising Law, takes aim at greenwashing tactics. While 
falsely claiming that an item is recyclable is prohibited 
under the current law, the expanded version, starting in 
2024, will ensure that the green chasing-arrow recycling 
symbol can only be used on items that are actually 
recyclable. Most importantly, it will require meaningful 
usage of terms representing eco-friendliness, such as “green 
product,” “environmentally safe” or “ecologically sound.” 

In the meantime, here are a few tips to spot greenwashed 
products: eco-claims without written explanation, 
recyclable packaging to mail back, or corporations with 
large catalogs of environment damaging products hiding 
behind a token number of eco-friendly options. Verifying 
the validity and meaning of ecolabels could help make 
informed purchasing decisions. A great resource is the 
Ecolabelindex.com, which tracks 455 ecolabels in 

199 countries across 25 sectors. Finally, shopping at a store 
which does the detective work for their customers makes 
it easy! Locally, Jimbo’s Naturally screens its potential 
vendors through a number of criteria to exclude GMOs, 
refined sugar, pesticides, artificial coloring, cosmetics 
containing nano-particles, oxybenzone, petrochemicals 
fillers, and more. 

WATERMARK: 50 “BY RIGHT” 
12-unit increase
by Bud Emerson | Klish Way

W atermark’s application for a fifty-unit apartment 
complex next to the traffic circle on Jimmy Durante 

Boulevard has been deemed “complete” by the city 
Planning Department. State law requires an administrative 
permit decision by April 19 “by right.” There can be 
no public, DRB or Council involvement. The Planning 
Department decision will be based on “objective criteria 
including conformance with applicable zoning.” Once 
approved by Planning and noticed to the California Coastal 
Commission (CCC), there will be a ten day period for 
anyone to file a CCC appeal. All property owners within 
300 feet will also be notified.

 If an appeal is filed, CCC must begin a public hearing 
within 49 days to determine if it raises a “substantial 
issue” relative to conformance with the City Local Coastal 
Program or Coastal Act public access and recreation 
policies. If no substantial issue is raised, the city decision 
is final. If a substantial issue is raised, the CCC takes 
jurisdiction over the application from the city through a “de 
novo” hearing to address the issues raised.

Watermark resorted to its by right option in 2020 after 
two Council Members, Gaasterland and Druker, during 
the election campaign, made their opposition clear, 
thereby signaling that the required four votes for approval 
would not be forthcoming. For years prior to that time, 
Watermark had been voluntarily engaging in a good faith 
Specific Planning process that would have resulted in a 
smaller town home neighborhood with public benefits, 
including at least four units deeded to city ownership. So 
now the city gets a larger 50 unit (they could have increased 
it even more) complex with more density, height, a 3 story 
component instead of 2 , and 10 affordable units instead of 
8 but none deeded to the city.

Hopefully our city can learn from this experience to work 
constructively within the law to balance public and private 
property interests.

Sustainability
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Ivan Gayler in Ecuador.  Photo by Dwight Worden.

Drawing by Eva, Julie’s 16-year-old 
granddaughter visiting from Seattle.

IVAN GAYLER

“B elieving the loss of biodiversity and changes to 
global climate were the two greatest issues of our 

era, I knew I had to act…. I realized long ago that I could 
build another shopping center like the Del Mar Plaza but 
never in a million years could I create a songbird, a pink 
river dolphin or a blue morpho butterfly…. We have a moral 
obligation [to] future generations and the health of the 
planet.”

—from SD Union-Tribune, https://bit.ly/GaylerInterview

Ivan Gayler, whose Del Mar Partnership with David Winkler 
developed Del Mar Plaza in 1989, founded Nature and Culture 
International in 1997. NCI has helped conserve 22 million acres 
of endangered ecosystems in Latin America, working with local 
and indigenous communities, and with governments from the 
village to the national level. To learn more about NCI: https://
www.natureandculture.org/

Quotable Del Mar
BEAR NECESSITIES 
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

P izza, a slice, a pie, is a favorite any time meal for 
many people of all ages. As it turns out, for bears too. 

Hank the Tank made headlines in South Lake Tahoe last 
February searching out his snacks. This big black bear, 
having lost any fear of humans, thrived on indoor dining 
even if it wasn’t pizza. California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) officials reported Hank to be a “severely 
food-habituated bear” meaning that Hank associates 
“people with access to food.” And people, Hank figured out, 
live in houses and that is where the food could be found. In 
the past several months Hank managed to squeeze all of 
his 500 pounds through the front or side or garage doors 
of at least 28 houses where he knew his lunch or dinner 
would be waiting. Hank carries an extra 200 pounds over 
the average bear probably as a result of easy to gather food. 
He didn’t even need to hibernate. Hank was cited as the 
reason for 152 reports of “conflict behavior” from unhappy 

residents. 
Hank the 
Tank isn’t 
the first food 
fanatic at 
Lake Tahoe. 
In 2020 a 
fellow 500 
pounder 
known as the 
Safeway Bear 
was caught 
on camera 
chomping 
though a 

grocerystore’s produce section and, perhaps for dessert, 
chewing on his candy choices at a gas station’s food section. 
The Safeway Bear’s story has a sad ending: this food-
habituated bear was trapped then tagged and released into 
a remote wild habitat with the hope that he would learn to 
love a natural diet in place of the readily available produce 
and candy. He didn’t. Thin and desperate, he resorted to 
raiding campsites and was shot and killed at a campground.
When the CDFW launched a “special trapping effort” to 
remove Hank the Tank citing the options of placing him in 
a controlled habitat or euthanizing him the Bear League, 
a local nonprofit for the protection of bears, stepped in 
and reached out to various wildlife sanctuaries to find hm 
a new home. However, upon further investigation using 
DNA evidence it was discovered that Hank was not the 
only hungry culprit. He was but one of a total of three beefy 
bears who thought home cooking was just right. They too 
put on extra pounds. Reports from the Bear League 

Critters

declare the bear partners in crime had mostly been mild 
mannered while stealing and eating food although they 
did, in some cases, destroy property. With multiple bears 
involved, the CDFW said it would work in the coming weeks 
and months to trap, tag and study them and then release 
them into more suitable habitats.
One issue apparently being reconsidered and rectified 
as a result of Hank and friends is the use of bear boxes. 
These garbage bin enclosures resistant to animals have 
been prohibited in the area because they are thought to be 
“unsightly”. However scientific studies in the region show 
that using bear boxes or similar animal resistant storage 
containers dramatically reduces reports of problem bears. 
The CDFW: “It is a simple step that might be the single 
biggest step to help the bears.” In a reversal bear boxes are 
now allowed.
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IN A PICKLE
by Art Olson | Avenida Primavera

A s per usual, we were the last to get the news. Yes, only 
recently did my wife and I discover Pickleball. Now 

we’ve started to bat the ball back in forth at the local make-
shift court. There was no question that at our 70+ ages the 
sport appealed to our sensibilities -- trying to stay agile and 
active, and yet not fall. It seemed an ideal complement to 
our other physical activities, and it is fun. Also, it had the 
benefit of our equally being rank novices. 

We thought about the possibility of putting a Pickleball 
court in our backyard. More realistically, we wondered 
if the City might designate and dedicate a public court to 
Pickleball. After all, with the demographics of Del Mar, 
such a senior friendly and socially engaging sport should be 
encouraged. Who knew that we were among the million or 
so other folks in the Pickleball universe? Nor were we aware 
of the “Pickleball wars.” 

Once we had discovered Pickleball and began to explore 
its fundamentals, we started noticing more and more 
references to it and became aware of its popularity and 
culture. (By now you have rightly surmised that neither my 
wife nor I are social networkers.) We also became aware 
of Pickleball’s darkside – Noise. Neighbors don’t like it. 
As reported in the LA Times, the sound of a pickleball 
bouncing off a pickleball paddle can be as high as 85db 
within 50 feet. That level, compared to tennis which is 20db 
less, is considered loud. While the regular “pop” of paddle 
hitting ball won’t cause hearing loss, it can be annoying to 
anyone within clear earshot who isn’t a Pickleballer.

So, that’s the pickle we’re in. How to support an activity 
that we enjoy and is both healthy and low risk for seniors, 
without angering our neighbors. There may be some 

technical solutions that involve sound absorbing surrounds 
or, even more drastically, material modifications of the 
paddles or balls. However, the easiest would be community 
agreement in support of suitable public locations.

My thought was to consider the City’s Shores Park site. 
(Full disclosure – I’m a member of the currently moribund 
Del Mar Shores Park Citizens Advisory Committee, but do 
not represent it here.) While it doesn’t look like the Shores 
Park development will begin any time soon, it doesn’t mean 
that there can’t be some intermediate modification or new 
use on this City owned site. Since Pickleball is a growing 
sport among seniors, and there is unpaved flat space just 
south of the Del Mar Community Building, this might be 
a good location. The fact that the senior serving DMCC is 
located in the building, makes it even more appealing. It 
would take grading and surfacing of the court space and 
perhaps fencing, and I believe that funds could be raised 
from the community if need be. A Pickle worth preserving.

Commentary


