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UNDERGROUNDING HIGH
Cost Balloons to $1 Million
by Don Mosier | Rimini Road

T

he City Council awarded a construction contract
for the undergrounding of utility lines for the Tewa
Court/10th St. Undergrounding Project at its Feb. 7
meeting, with the lowest bid coming in a whopping
88% higher than what the City’s consultant and staff
had estimated. The total projected cost for this small
undergrounding pilot project is now almost $1 million
dollars ($962,266), and it will top $1 million if the full
15% contingency for the construction contract is spent.
When the Council approved Tewa as a pilot project the
total cost was projected to be $635,216; that estimate has
now ballooned by 51.48%. The Tewa project will remove 10
existing utility poles, with 1,345 linear ft. of trenching, and
provide service to 21 parcels.
Earlier, at a May 16, 2019, Council meeting, a wide
difference between cost estimates for city-wide
undergrounding -- $26 million in an estimate prepared
by Utility Specialists in 2016, and $51.6 million estimated
by Lee & Ro, Inc. in 2019 -- had been identified as a key
concern. If the Tewa costs are predictive of actual costs
going forward, it appears that Lee & Ro’s estimates will
prove to be far more accurate. However, at the Feb. 7
Council meeting, Utility Specialists and staff had not
revised the estimated cost of the 1A and X1A projects, or
the estimated cost of city-wide undergrounding, based on
bids received for Tewa. The Council approved the Tewa
construction contract without considering revised costs for

Slotted white line, undergrounding
lines. Solid black line poles remain.
Source: City of Del Mar.
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the full undergrounding program.
The Tewa project jumped ahead of the two projects
(referred to as 1A and X1A) previously deemed to be the
highest priority by the Undergrounding Project Advisory
Committee (UPAC) and the City Council in 2020. When
the new Council majority voted to jump Tewa to the front
of the line in 2021, only Council member Worden voted no,
and that council action resulted in the resignation of several
UPAC members, as previously reported in the Sandpiper.
The rationale stated by Council Members Gaasterland
and Quirk when the Tewa project was approved was that
this was an important “pilot project” that would provide
valuable lessons when the larger projects were started.
One obvious lesson is that undergrounding is far more
expensive than Utility Specialists, the consultants hired
by the Tewa residents and by the city, had estimated. The
estimate provided in 2019 by Lee & Ro turns out to have
been more accurate. And it is sobering that the two other
bids submitted for Tewa were massively higher than the
lowest bid.

*Utility Specialists’ original estimate of construction
cost per linear foot (LF) was $120.
Source: City of Del Mar.

During the council discussion on Feb. 7, the fact that the
lowest bid was significantly higher than the estimate was
ascribed by staff and Utility Specialists to the small scale of
the project, the rising costs of material, supply chain issues,
inflation, and how busy most contractors are at present.
Yet, all of those factors existed at the time the November
2021 cost estimates were made. And the numbers reflected
in the lowest bid were more consistent with the estimates
made in 2019 by Lee & Ro on a cost/LF basis, well before
the inflation and supply chain issues of today were an issue.
Undergrounding of utilities has long been a city goal. But
was the recent decision to award a construction contract for
Tewa without first evaluating the import of the Tewa bids
for the entire, city-wide undergrounding program a wise
decision, and a prudent expenditure of Measure Q funds?
The Sandpiper will explore these important questions in
future issues.

Editorial

NICE NEIGHBORS!

N

Y Times columnist David Brooks recently wrote a
pessimistic piece about our country”s “long term loss
of solidarity, rise in estrangement and hostility…society
that is dissolving from the bottom up…Americans have
been acting in fewer pro-social and relational ways….”
His words got a lot of pushback in letters to the editor,
painting a more optimistic picture of everyday American
communitarianism. Looking around our own community
we also see more neighborly interactions without regard to
political differences.
At the top of the list to celebrate is our 94% vaccination
rate, a pro science figure that achieves a strong measure of
self protection but also reflects our commitment to keep
other community members safe from virus exposure. Of
course COVID does not care about municipal boundaries,
but within our direct sphere of influence we can
congratulate ourselves for practicing good public health..
Unfortunately, the vax rates of 2-3 million visitors probably
tell a different story.
A random selection of every day anecdotes paints a
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picture of very caring community members. Neighbors
checking in with seniors living alone. Volunteers taking
vulnerable neighbors to medical appointments and
grocery runs. A plate of fresh baked cookies left on the
front patio by a neighbor. Water dishes by curbs kept
full for the burgeoning number of thirsty Del Mar dogs.
Sunset celebrants gathering nightly at key spots all over
town. A food delivery tree hastily organized for a neighbor
recovering from hip surgery. A beach area owner leans over
her deck to beckon a kid-loaded car looking for parking to
use her driveway for the day. Neighbor leads piano sing
along in her living room, then moves to zoom during the
pandemic. Email joke networks. Offers to trim trees and
shrubbery to enhance neighbor views. Neighbor walks with
seniors to give family caregivers stress breaks.
Our town also sponsors more organized community
building activities sponsored by our many non profits,
staffed mostly by volunteers. DMCC hosts numerous
programs as varied as senior lunches, valentine deliveries,
and computer and smart phone coaching. DMF programs
range from kid activities, to public art, music and lectures.
We can see the extraordinary beauty of Garden Club efforts
all over town. DMVA reward our many public health
workers with food from local restaurants, as well as other
downtown gatherings..
We can never forget the courage and dedication of our city
staff members working diligently through the pandemic to
keep our neighborhoods safe and functioning well.
These are only a few examples of our version of a thousand
points of light (apologizes to President Bush). We celebrate
community every day. Our town benefits from a strong
ethic of civic volunteerism. There is much natural and
planned beauty that attracts people to live here but the
friendly caring nature of its citizens makes this a very
special town and offers hope for a more optimistic future.
BFF.

In Brief
Garbage Be Gone
As the Sandpiper went to press, the City Council was
scheduled to award a new, 10-year franchise agreement for
solid waste collection in Del Mar, with bids from EDCO,
Republic Services, and Waste Management. The staff
recommendation was to award the contract to EDCO:
“EDCO’s proposal demonstrated the highest qualification
score, and the lowest overall proposed rate revenue charged
to ratepayers, offering the greatest overall value to the
City.” Waste Management’s agreement expires on June
30, 2022, and the new agreement will take effect on July
1. The Sandpiper’s report on the three proposals, and the
Council’s decision on the award of the new agreement, is
online: www.delmarsandpiper.org.
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HOUSING UPZONING APPROVED

Nearby NUKES

by Betty Wheeler | Seaview Avenue

SAFE STORAGE SEARCH?

O

by Don Mosier | Rimini Road

n February 10, Del Mar won certification by the
California Coastal Commission (CCC) of a Local
Coastal Program (LCP) amendment to its Land Use Plan
to allow multiple dwelling unit residential uses at a density
of up to 20 dwelling units/acre as a permitted use within
the North Commercial (NC) and Professional Commercial
zones. This certification was required for the City’s
compliance with its Housing Element and state housing
law, so it was a big win for Del Mar.
The CCC staff report acknowledged that both Coastal Act
and State housing mandates and goals were implicated
in this matter, and in their comments and questions,
the commissioners appeared to understand the need to
harmonize these potentially conflicting State mandates in
evaluating Del Mar’s LCP amendment.
The staff report noted, “No direct impacts to public
access, habitat, or visual resources are expected because
development proposed on the subject parcels must meet
all existing relevant LCP policies relating to parking
requirements, scenic view protection and height, and
protection of sensitive resources such as wetlands,
and coastal and inland bluffs.” However, CCC staff and
commissioners focused considerable attention on whether
the conditions of approval sufficiently minimized the risks
of allowing new residential projects to be located in a
floodplain, as all 16 parcels covered by the NC zone are.
The original CCC staff recommendations included
conditions of approval that Amanda Lee, Principal Planner
for the City, asserted, in her presentation at the hearing,
“would have precluded project financing and acted as an
impediment to housing.” However, she offered “many
thanks” to CCC staff for working closely with Del Mar to
negotiate revised conditions to meet Del Mar’s objections
and still satisfy the CCC’s concerns about mitigating
hazards. These deft negotiations by staff likely avoided the
potential that CCC-imposed conditions on the NC approval
would be deemed by the state housing agency (HCD) to
be impediments to affordable housing, risking Del Mar’s
compliance with State housing law.
Interestingly, the fact that short-term rentals are allowed
in commercial zones in Del Mar, and thus will be allowed
in residential units in NC not designated as affordable
units, elicited expressions of concern from three members
of the CCC. Commissioner Wilson lamented that with
STRs in the mix, “we’re not going to derive a lot of housing
from this approach.” These comments signal changes
in CCC perspectives on STRs since 2018, when the CCC
opposed Del Mar’s proposed LCP amendment restricting
STRs in residential zones; at that time, the CCC appeared
to view STRs as visitor-serving amenities that served the
goals of coastal access, with little concern for the role of
STRs in diminishing housing stock, and adding to the
State’s housing crisis. This signals the potential for a more
nuanced and balanced approach on STRs by the CCC, at a
time when Del Mar is planning to revisit its STR policies.

T

he SONGS Task Force appointed by Rep. Mike Levin
(D-CA49) met on February 14 to review recent
progress at the federal level on the goal of removing spent
nuclear fuel (SNF) from the San Onofre site. The good news is that
a Request for Information (RFI) relevant to SNF relocation was
issued by the Department of Energy at the beginning of December
with responses due March 4, 2022. Here is the summary text of
the RFI:
“The Office of Nuclear Energy , U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE), requests information on how to site Federal facilities for
the temporary, consolidated storage of spent nuclear fuel using
a consent-based approach. DOE anticipates that communities;
governments at the local, State, and Tribal levels; members of the
public; energy and environmental justice groups; organizations
or corporations; and other stakeholders may be interested in
responding to this Request for Information (RFI). We especially
welcome insight from people, communities, and groups that
have historically not been well-represented in these discussions.
Responses to the RFI will inform development of a consentbased siting process, overall strategy for an integrated waste
management system, and possibly a funding opportunity.”
In a separate positive action, Rep. Levin introduced legislation
(H.R. 6685) to prioritize removal of spent nuclear fuel from high
population areas at greatest risk (SONGS being one) rather than
from the power plants that have been shuttered the longest. The
bill was cosponsored by a bipartisan group of local representatives
including Darrell Issa (D-CA49), Scott Peters (D-CA52), Michelle
Steel (R-CA48), Katie Porter (D-CA45) and Kim Young
(R- CA39).

Quotable Del Mar

JOANNE CHORY
“Climate change is a global
problem, and right now,
humanity is at a crossroads. Our
action or inaction in the next 10
years is going to determine our
fate – the fate of humanity on our
planet.”
–Del Mar Garden Club
presentation
Del Mar resident Joanne Chory
leads Salk Institute’s Harnessing
Plants Initiative, an innovative
approach to fight climate change.
Read about it here: bit.ly/Chory-Salk. See her TED Talk here: bit.
ly/Chory-TED. A professor and director of the Plant Molecular
and Cellular Biology Laboratory at Salk, in 2017, Chory won
the most prestigious honor in her field, the Breakthrough
Foundation’s life sciences prize.
Courtesy Salk Institute.
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Roving Teen Reporter

GELATO GEMS
by Jasmine Criqui | Torrey Pines High School Senior
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T

by Betty Wheeler | DMF President

A

s we celebrate Del Mar Foundation’s 40th anniversary,
it’s fun to revisit how one of our signature events,
Summer Twilight Concerts (STC), got its start. The original
name and venue was Seagrove Twilight Concerts: this
series is older than Powerhouse Park, where it now takes
place!
In 1982, Lou Terrell was Del Mar’s Mayor, and he was also
one of the three original DMF Board members, with Joel
Holliday and Bill Kirwin. Lou was passionate about starting
a series of outdoor summer concerts, and soon, DMF
volunteers started organizing STC, featuring music with
a variety of styles: “Bach to Beatles, Sousa to Sondheim,
Blues to Barbershop to Baroque.”
“Imagine rolling lawns, a sea breeze, and a panoramic
view of the pacific coast. Families and groups gather with
blankets and picnic hampers while musicians tune their
instruments. An evening concert begins in the special
setting of Seagrove Park as the sun begins its ocean
descent.” So began the fundraising letter for a series
planned “for the relatively calm quiet of Monday evenings”
beginning in mid-July, “alternating with City Council
sessions.” John Dempsey created a limited edition print
celebrating the series, as a donor incentive (missing from
DMF archives: if you have this print, let us know!).
In response, 115 families and businesses donated
$14,046, a stage was built, and the first musicians tuned
their instruments in Seagrove Park in July 1983– not
Powerhouse Park, which did not yet exist, though in
Feb. 1983, Del Mar voters approved the purchase of the
property that would become the Park. And now, 39 years
later, Summer Twilight Concerts will once again resume at
Powerhouse Park: truly a Del Mar tradition, pausing only
for a pandemic.
Over the years, other signature events have joined DMF’s
lineup: First Thursdays, Bluegrass and Beyond, DMF Talks,
and much more. To get the first opportunity to register for
these events, join our email list: bit.ly/DMF-signup.

ucked between Tamarindo and a “Coming Soon” sign
is An’s Hatmakers, the most recent addition to the Del
Mar Plaza. It is not, as the name suggests, a place to buy
hats, but rather a charming gelato shop distinguished by its
artisanal flavors and quaint atmosphere.
The menu is split between “here to stay” flavors like
Leather (brown butter and chocolate chip cookie bits) and
“rotational” options that change with the seasons, such
as the Lunar New Year inspired Hanfu (grapefruit and
pomegranate).
Rose, a senior at Torrey Pines High School who opted for
a scoop of Hanfu, compared An’s to the Salt & Straw in
One Paseo, another specialty ice cream shop. “Salt & Straw
has a bigger variety, but I feel like this place’s [flavor]
combinations make more sense,” Rose said.
The combination that surprised me the most was Canvas
(olive oil and rosemary), one of the samples provided
during the “flavor tour” that An’s encourages for new
customers. As she handed it over, the shop attendant
assured me, unprompted, that it wasn’t as awful as it
sounded. Lo and behold, she was right. Canvas is a light
and airy flavor that captures notes of olive oil and rosemary
without being overpowering, and it is quite possibly my
favorite of all the ones I tried.
“[The gelato] is a good texture, not too creamy or too icy,”
said Baila, a high school student who misread the “brown
butter” in the description for Leather as “brownie batter”
but was pleasantly surprised by the real flavor’s subtlety.
For those with dietary restrictions, An’s offers several dairyfree options made with fruit and rice milk like Fascinator
(strawberry) and Straw Hat (mango and passion fruit).
“It’s nice, it’s not overwhelming. It’s a good mix of sweet
and citrusy,” said Brenda, a vegan who ordered Straw Hat.
She noted that many sorbets she’s tried tend to air on the
sugary side, but this one was light enough to be refreshing.
As is the case with most specialty foods, the prices at An’s
are higher than what you could expect from the grocery
store. The smallest size, which holds roughly a half cup of
ice cream, is priced at $6.00 a scoop. However, the students
I interviewed and I agreed that the portions contain just the
right amount of gelato: enough to savor but not enough to
overpower.
“It’s a great treat for every once in a while. I’d definitely
consider coming here again for a special occasion,” Rose
said.
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BROWNIES AND COOKIES
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

D

el Mar resident Kate is doing well with her Girl Scout’s
annual fund raising cookie sale. She has had years
of experience. She started selling cookies as a Girl Scout
“Daisy” when she was in kindergarten four years ago.
Kate, now a Brownie, is at work along with her seven troop
members selling this year’s offerings of cookies with 12
flavor possibilities, Thin Mints being the overall favorite.
The Scouts also keep busy with helpful projects to earn
their next badges. Kate’s sales goal this year: 375 boxes of
cookies. With help from her troop leader mother and her
father, Kate, up to date in the digital world, set up a sign
in her driveway with a QR code ready to scan that allows
passers by to order cookies on line. She reported her sales
numbers total about 300 so far, many boxes bought by
people in the neighborhood. She has a bit more time to
reach that target number.

by Ashley Simpkins | Program Director

DMCC’s activity calendar is booked…
Many Del Mar seniors are avid readers. That’s why Page
Turners, our book talk club organized in partnership
with the Del Mar branch library, is a great destination
for an author visit. We have recently hosted visits from
bestselling writers such as Lisa See (The Island of Sea
Women), Alka Joshi (The Henna Artist), Edith Eger (The
Gift), and Elizabeth Letts (The Ride of Her Life). We will
soon welcome Jasmin Darznik, author of The Bohemians,
and Kate Quinn, author of The Rose Code and The Alice
Network. DMCC volunteers Georgia Dutro and Sheila
Sharpe work hard to communicate with these writers and
their representatives in order to arrange the fascinating
visits, which typically happen at 2pm on the fourth
Thursday of the month over Zoom. If you enjoy spending
quality time with a book, but you aren’t attending the
remote Page Turners discussions, you’re really missing out!

…and helping you keep the books…
In late January, local CPA Wayne Otchis, who is now also
DMCC’s treasurer, presented “What’s New in 2022?,”
an incredibly helpful overview of what Del Mar retirees
and seniors need to know before preparing their 2021
taxes. Wayne reviewed changes in tax laws and answered
questions that helped community members to plan their
approach.

…and in the books!
Kate at work. Photo by Julie Maxey- Allison.

Girl Scouts have been in the cookie business since 1917,
five years after Juliette Gordon Low, nicknamed “Daisy,”
started the Girl Scouts with 18 girls, the first troop, in
Savannah, Georgia in 1912. A variation of the original
concept of a fund raising bake sale, the first cookies sold
were indeed home baked by the girls to raise money to
support activities. As the organization grew nationally the
Girl Scouts switched to selling commercially produced
boxed cookies in 1936. By 2014 they were selling boxed
cookies in person and added e-commerce to the business of
cookie sales through Digital Cookie.
A portion of the earned proceeds stays local. The troop
takes a slice of the sales profits to pay for further activities
and those badges and donates some of the funds. This
year’s donations went to the Helen Woodward Animal
Center and another local nonprofit. Alas, Kate too has an
issue with that pesky supply chain. Some types of cookies
sold out and are no longer available to reorder.

You can visit dmcc.cc/programresources to find and view
past videos of programs like the Page Turners author
visits and Wayne’s tax update. Visit dmcc.cc/calendar or
subscribe to our email list to find out what’s coming up in
the future and learn how to get yourself signed up for any
DMCC activity of interest.

Volunteer of the Month – February
DMCC’s Volunteer of the Month for February 2022 was
the Del Mar Garden Club, who helped us to bring the best
holiday season yet to Del Mar seniors with the Project Joy
collaboration.
DMCC programs and services depend on our incredible
volunteers! To learn more about DMGC and helping DMCC
with special projects, visit dmcc.cc/volunteerofthemonth.
For more information… or to join our email list:
Please visit our website at dmcc.cc or contact the
DMCC office at (858) 792-7565 or dmcc@dmcc.cc.
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SAFE SNIFF
by Don Mosier | Rimini Road

A

nother Booster. It looks like those of us who were
first in line for COVID-19 vaccine booster shots last
summer (over 65 or immunocompromised) will need to
get another booster sometime soon. The CDC reports that
protection against the Omicron variant begins to wane
after 4-5 months, which is right now if you got the booster
shot last August or September. The CDC has not issued
guidance (as of this writing) for getting another booster
shot with the Pfizer or Moderna mRNA vaccines, but that
is likely to be the only option available for the next few
months.
Intranasal Vaccines. Preclinical studies of intranasal
COVID vaccines in animals have resulted in robust
protection against infection, resulting in the start of clinical
trials in humans with several candidate vaccines. The
advantage of nasal spray vaccines is that they induce strong
mucosal immunity at the site where the coronavirus first
enters the body, with the possibility that they can actually
prevent infection (as in the animal model studies). The
current vaccines are all given by intramuscular injection,
resulting in a strong antibody and cellular immune
response, but less effective mucosal immunity. As such,
they are good at preventing or reducing serious illness or
death, but are not expected to prevent infection, as we have
just learned from the spike in Omicron infections in

vaccinated individuals. Intranasal vaccines have some other
advantages; e.g. they are easier to store and administer, and
they are more acceptable to those who don’t like getting
needles stuck in their arms.
The intranasal vaccines in clinical trials differ from the
mRNA Pfizer or Moderna vaccines and are more similar to
the Johnson & Johnson vaccines in that they use attenuated
virus particles to deliver the COVID virus spike proteins to
the cells lining the upper respiratory tract. An alternative
approach is to coat very small nanoparticles with the spike
proteins which are then ingested by the respiratory mucosal
cells. Both approaches work well in preclinical models,
and both are being evaluated in clinical trials. Results from
these trials are not expected until the end of this year.
Will intramuscular or intranasal vaccine boosters be
necessary if the current Omicron infection rate continues
to drop? The answer is unfortunately yes, because COVID19 variants will continue to arise in the many unvaccinated
individuals in the U.S. (only 65% of U.S. residents are
fully vaccinated, ranking us 58th in the world) and in the
developing countries with even lower vaccination rates.
Most experts now predict that the COVID-19 coronavirus
will become an endemic infection with waves of recurrence
like influenza. If this prediction holds up, an intranasal
vaccine that prevents infection will be a very important
addition to the ongoing fight against the disease that has
now killed more than 900,000 of our fellow citizens.

TREE TRUNK TALENT

This is a single tree that was taken down and then carved by tree artist Alex Sofonov.
The sculpture is on private property in Del Mar.
Photos by Julie Maxey-Allison.
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Fairgrounds

Critters

FAIR TALLY FOR TALLEY?

CREST CANYON CRITTERS

Contract Goes to Competitor

by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

by Betty Wheeler | Seaview Avenue

he iNaturalist website reports that 282 living species
have been documented by the organization’s observers
as being at home in what they call Crest Canyon Park, but
referred to as Crest Canyon Open Space by the City of San
Diego. Among the dwellers are fungi and lichens, insects,
scorpions, butterflies, the Pacific Velvet Ant, snakes, lizards
such as the Orange Throated Whiptale, many kinds of
wonderfully named and colored birds, some of whom use
the territory, a flyway, as a migratory rest spot, and plants
including the Red Bush Monkeyflower and the San Diego
Silverback fern. Those last two, though their names do
refer to animals, cannot be counted as such in the animal
category. Each species in the animal category is further
subdivided. Only the cottontail rabbit is listed under the
mammal category because in order to quality for this list
the animal must have been observed for documentation.
Since many animals are nocturnal or sly enough to avoid
detection, others likely living locally, in alphabet order:
badgers, bats, bobcats, coyotes, ground squirrels, maybe
even mule deer.

T

I

n recent developments in a Superior Court case
filed last year by Talley Amusement, Inc. alleging
improprieties by the 22nd DAA (Fairgrounds) in scoring
proposals for a Master Carnival Operator contract for the
San Diego County Fair, the judge issued an Order on Jan.
28, 2022, denying Talley’s application for a Temporary
Restraining Order (TRO) to halt the award of a carnival
operator contract, while two former 22nd DAA employees
have recently given depositions stating that scores were
improperly changed to the detriment of Talley in the
process of evaluating the two bids submitted under a
Request for Proposal (RFP).
Three days after the Court’s denial of the TRO, in a
special meeting on Jan. 31, the 22nd DAA Board voted
unanimously to award a Master Carnival Operator contract
to Ray Cammack Shows (RCS) under a different RFP in
which RCS was the sole bidder.
The two former employees reportedly testified in their
recent depositions that Carlene Moore, the 22nd DAA’s
CEO, obtained two score changes from one of the
evaluators, resulting in RCS, rather than Talley, achieving
the highest score. Ultimately, the 22nd DAA cancelled the
RFP, and no contract was awarded under it.
In denying the TRO, Judge Kenneth J. Medel noted that
the RFP for the 2021 Fair was ultimately cancelled because
of the COVID pandemic. (The 2021 Fair was a scaled-down
event without carnival rides and games.) The Judge’s order
stated that, even assuming that Talley’s allegations of
scoring improprieties were true, those allegations related
to the 2021 Fair, and thus, Talley had not met its burden
to show a probability of prevailing with respect to any
equitable remedy regarding the RFP bid process for the
2022 Fair.
After canceling the original RFP, the 22nd DAA issued a
new RFP in late 2021, seeking a carnival operator for 2022.
Only RCS submitted a bid under the new RFP, with Talley
claiming that the specifications had been changed to favor
RCS and exclude Talley. The contract awarded to RCS by
the 22nd DAA on Jan. 31 includes two 2-year extensions,
for a potential contract term of five years.
Meanwhile, the court case continues. The judge has not
yet considered evidence with respect to scoring changes,
or ruled whether any such changes were improper under
state law; nor has the court considered whether the RFP
cancellation, or the failure to award a contract to Talley
under the original RFP, was improper. The 22nd DAA
asserts that its actions with respect to the scoring under
the original RFP, and subsequent actions leading to the
contract award to RCP, were fully compliant with state
law.

While walking about the recently reopened portion of the Crest
Canyon Park trail you may have first hand observations or
encounters underfoot or overhead with many of the species.
So perhaps will Crest Road residents from the rim above the
park—some happy and some not. These animals in the wild
are noted to be moving toward and living near cities because of
loss of wilderness habitat due to the dr0ught, new construction
and/or wildfires. Sightings of bobcats and coyotes within the
canyon, usually at dawn or dusk, keeps owners of small pets on
alert.
You can look up your findings and further identify them at
iNaturalist, an active website that is an association between the
California Academy of Sciences and the National Geographic
Society. The site offers links to extended information on the
specific species that may catch your attention. The organization
also invites you to contribute information and photos of
species you see to be added to their existing compiled list.
iNaturalist.org.

FROM HOT WATER

page 8

that they install, and this rebate should be passed on to the
homeowner.
Heat pump water heaters cost slightly more than gas water
heaters, but with rebates, are usually comparable in price. Last
year, SDG&E provided rebates of $500 (paid for by ratepayer
money, but still…) for the purchase of HPWH. That program
ended at the end of 2021, but SDG&E says they plan to start those
rebates again sometime this year. With the greatly increased
energy efficiency and the recent big increase in the cost of
natural gas, you will save on your monthly bill and recoup your
investment relatively rapidly. Plus, you will help save the planet!
If you have any questions about installing a HPWH in your house,
the San Diego Building Electrification Coalition’s Tech Assist, at
https://bit.ly/HelpMeElectrify can answer your questions.
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CLEANER ENERGY NOW

Sustainability

HOT WATER = CLEANER PLANET
by Ann Feeney | Rimini Road

I

s your gas water heater
more than 10 years old? If
so, it is probably approaching
the end of its life, so plan
in advance and get ready to
replace it with a clean allelectric heat pump water heater
(HPWH). Heat pump technology
provides >4 times the efficiency
of a gas alternative, so it uses
much less energy to run. This
will save you money on your
monthly bill. In fact, these are
so efficient and clean that they
will be required by state law in
all new residential construction
next year.
We are in a climate crisis, and
we must stop burning fossil
The AO Smith 50 gallon heat fuels such as gas in order to
pump water heater that was reduce our carbon emissions.
installed in our garage last
Luckily, highly efficient allyear. The heat pump sits atop electric alternatives such as
the water tank (the black
heat pump water heaters, heat
component in the picture) and
pump space heaters (to replace
extracts heat from the air to
heat the water and vents cool your gas furnace and your AC
unit, and induction cooktops (to
air to the garage.
replace your gas cooktop) are all
Photo by Ann Feeney.
available now.
You do need to plan ahead for being ready for installing an
efficient all-electric heat pump water heater by getting a 220V
line ready for it. Some people already have an extra 220V line, but
most people need to have someone install the line. You

by Don Mosier | Rimini Road

T

he Clean Energy Alliance (CEA) presented an update
on current operations to the Del Mar City Council at its
February 7th meeting. CEA CEO Barbara Boswell reported
that Escondido and San Marcos have joined CEA and will
begin service in 2023, and Oceanside, San Clemente and
Vista are contemplating joining in 2024.
Energy prices have increased during the last year, resulting
in proposed rate increases for both CEA and SDG&E
customers. The average residential CEA customer in Del
Mar had a monthly bill of $116.03 last year, and that will
increase to $119.91/month this year. SDG&E customers
had an average bill of $117.06 last year that increases to
$120.90 this year. The major portion of each bill goes to
SDG&E for transmission and distribution costs, so CEA
only controls the cost of purchasing electricity.
These rates are for the vast majority of CEA customers who
receive the default electricity product of 50% renewable,
75% carbon-free sources. There are only 370/60,000
accounts, including the City of Del Mar, that have opted
for the 100% renewable Green Impact product that is
slightly more expensive. This is a very small commitment
by CEA customers to a clean energy future, and it stands in
contrast to the community choice energy effort in Orange
County, where all participating cities have opted for 100%
renewable energy.
If you think a 3% increase in your electricity bill is
troubling, look at your recent gas bill. If you haven’t
checked it, sit down before you open it.

may also need to upgrade your electric panel to accommodate the
extra 220V line.
The state has launched a program called TECH in which approved
installers (see https://switchison.cleanenergyconnection.org/
for list) will get a $3000 rebate from the state for each HPWH
continued on page 7
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