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NOT SO SOFT LANDING
Rental Subsidies
by Deborah Lyons | 9th Street

“D el Mar to Phase Out Rental Subsidy Program”   
That front page headline in the Del Mar Times 

jumped out at me because my neighbor is one of the four 
recipients of these rent subsidies, and I know that losing 
his living situation here in Del Mar will be catastrophic 
for him. The Council’s plan is to phase out this program 
which in recent years has been largely funded by the city 
and administered by Del Mar Community Connections 

SOFT LANDING ?
Rental Subsidies
by Don Mosier | Rimini Road

O n September 20 the Del Mar City Council debated a 
staff proposal to end the rental assistance program 

administered by Del Mar Community Connections (DMCC) 
at the end of the current fiscal year in June 2022. The 
program has existed for more than 20 years and currently 
provides rental assistance to 4 long-term Del Mar residents 
with qualifying low incomes and special needs.

The current annual cost of the program is $94,000. The 
staff report suggested that the 5 persons impacted (one 
client lives with a special needs child) could easily be 
shifted to a county Section 8 subsidy program, but the 
report failed to note that the wait list for that program is 10 
years long. 

The council decided to defer the decision about ending the 
Del Mar program until next June and to hire a consultant 
with appropriate expertise to find a “soft landing” for the 
individuals impacted. The council also voted to disband the 
non-profit Del Mar Housing Corporation that has advised 
the city on low-income housing issues for many years. 

(DMCC). They have tasked Interim City Manager Ashley 
Jones to help these four vulnerable tenants make a “smooth 
transition.” 

Given the dearth of affordable housing this sounds like an 
impossible task. DMCC Board President, Terry Kopanski, 
is quoted as saying that these Del Mar residents are all 
extremely vulnerable. My neighbor, who is a lovely, smart 
and caring individual, has lived in Del Mar for some thirty 
years. He is the survivor of a serious car accident that left 
him with permanent damage to his balance, hearing, and 
speech. He relies on a walker for balance and he cannot 
drive. His living situation in Del Mar has enabled him 
to fulfill his desire to live independently in spite of his 
disability for over twenty years. Key to his independence 
is the walkability of Del Mar, his close proximity to a bus 
stop, his support from a number of neighbors willing to 
lend a hand, nearby restaurants, and of course the shopping 
and transportation services provided by DMCC. All of his 
doctors are here.

These four tenants pay the affordable rental rate (in a city 
with no affordable housing) and the city makes up the 
balance. Years ago when this program began it supported 
eight families with plans to expand to 16. Over time through 
budgetary attrition it is now down to just four. It seems to 
me that we made a commitment to these neighbors so that 
they could remain in Del Mar and we should stand behind 
our commitment until they decide to leave of their own 
accord. 

It is naive to think that placing them in another city, even 
if we could find affordable apartments, would provide a 
“soft landing” for them. There is no substitute for their loss 
of community. The council must recognize the dramatic 
consequences this change would incur. We may be in a 
tight budgetary spot at the moment, but we are a city of 
means. We are a community that prioritizes its residents 
and supports an organization like DMCC precisely because 
their stated goal is to help our seniors age independently 
and vibrantly in their homes. The shortfall in this program 
is about $70,000 per year for the four residents. That is 
not an insurmountable amount of money. The council 
just needs to find the will to make it happen for these four 
neighbors.continued on page top right

Commentary
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Cartoon John Dempsey.

Editorial
300 DAYS
Campaigning vs. Governing

T he machinery of government is intricate and 
complicated. In today’s political climate, successful 

election campaigns are too often driven by simplistic, 
sharp-line-in-the sand messaging, but governing is 
different. City Council members are responsible for a 
plateful of complex issues that are immune to simple 
solutions. Historically our best governance has occurred 
when council members and experienced city staff chart 
a path together to identify what is actually possible 
and how best to make it happen. Even better is when 
council members facilitate citizen input and, importantly, 
communicate clearly what is and is not realistically 
achievable. 
We urge the council majority to shift from campaign mode 
to an effective governance model. Their first 300 days have 
been rocky, marked by poor process and decision-making 
that have placed undue burdens on staff and have failed to 
serve the interests of our residents. To focus on a few:
City Manager:  Literally within days of when the Council 
was allowed to do so under City Manager CJ Johnson’s 
contract, and with new Council members having worked 
with her for just 3 months, the Council terminated Johnson, 
triggering a $120,000 payment to her, plus 6 months of 
health insurance and payment of certain unused leave, 
along with a new obligation for an interim city manager 
salary. The City effectively paid for two City Managers for 6 
months as the price of terminating Johnson early. Worse, 
because Johnson’s attorney asserted that council members 
breached her contract by interfering with her authority, the 
City paid Johnson an additional $31,880. Meanwhile, our 
Interim City Manager Ashley Jones remains interim, while 
council members’ conduct (and agenda items) suggest that 
the new Council has difficulty complying with the respective 
roles of Manager and Council. This is a big deal, because it 
affects our ability to attract and retain a City Manager.
Advisory Committees and Undergrounding: 18 
months after the Council suspended the majority of citizen 
advisory committees, they remain on hiatus. When the 
Council restarted the undergrounding program, it did so 
without reactivating UPAC, the undergrounding advisory 
committee.  Worse, the Council restarted the program 
with an immediate change that contravened the Council-
adopted UPAC recommendation as to the order in which 
neighborhoods would be undergrounded. This cavalier 
treatment of UPAC and an appearance of favoring of a 
political ally’s neighborhood triggered UPAC resignations 
and intentionally flouted the historic role of advisory 
committees in Del Mar’s governance. 
Zoning and Housing - NC and North Bluff:  Pre-2020 
election, councilmembers Druker and Gaasterland voted 
against rezoning North Commercial to allow residential 

at 20 units/acre, and Druker, Martinez, and Quirk 
campaigned against it, even though it was required by our 
Housing Element. The candidates who acknowledged the 
legal requirement of the NC zoning change were hammered 
mercilessly during the campaign. After the election, Druker 
and Gaasterland voted for the NC zoning change (Martinez 
and Quirk recused), and Martinez joined them in voting for 
the Community Plan amendment for this rezoning.  
As candidates, Druker, Martinez, and Quirk claimed that 
only they would protect North Bluff, and said they had 
alternative housing solutions. Post-election, they proposed 
no alternatives that would comply with State housing law, 
and significant portions of North Bluff (with an interesting 
name change to “the Border Ave. properties”) were selected 
by the Council as the designated site for up-zoning to meet 
State housing law, for up to 250 total units, should the 
City fail to get an agreement within 3 years for affordable 
housing at the Fairgrounds. 
Watermark, bigger and no discretionary DRB 
review: The Sandpiper has previously detailed how Druker 
and Gaasterland torpedoed the Watermark specific plan 
process, which included significant public input and full 
DRB review of the proposed 38 units (7 affordable, several 
to be donated to the City). This resulted in the developer’s 
abandonment of the specific plan process in favor of a “by 
right” application to build 50 units, with no discretionary 
DRB review. Though this was a result of the Druker-
Gaasterland vote against NC rezoning shortly before the 
election, Martinez and Quirk  “helped” by campaigning 
vigorously against the NC rezoning. Del Mar’s opportunity 
for the smaller-scale 38-unit development appears to be 
permanently lost, along with the exceptional public benefits 
the specific plan would have brought to the City, courtesy of 
Druker, Gaasterland, Martinez, and Quirk.
The above are but a few examples of a rough transition 
from campaign mode to governance. Residents deserve 
better.
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BOOSTING IMMUNITY
by Donald Mosier, MD, PhD | Rimini Road

I have been eagerly awaiting more data about waning 
immunity 6 months after receiving the second dose of 

the Pfizer or Moderna mRNA vaccines. It has arrived this 
third week of September, with two important publications 
in the journal Science, and a split decision by the Federal 
Drug Administration (FDA) on the Pfizer application for 
boosters for all adults.

The two papers in Science ((J. Mateus et al., Science 
10.1126/science.abj9853 (2021); Pegu, A. et al., Science 
373:6561, pp 1372-1377, DOI 10.1126/science.abj4176 
(2021)) examined immune responses in three age groups 
at 6 months after the second dose of the Moderna vaccine; 
18-55, 56-70, and over 70 years old. Both virus-neutralizing 
antibody and cellular immunity were detected in the 
Mateus study in all participants, but antibody levels were 
significantly lower in the over 70 age group at 6 months 
compared to the under 55 age group. This was an important 
finding given that all age groups had an equivalent and 
stronger response at 2 weeks after the second shot. The 
Pegu study examined antibody responses to all of the 
SARS-CoV2 variants (including the prevalent 

Delta variant), and they found diminished responses to 
the vaccine strain and other variants in the over 70 age 
group. While the differences between age groups were not 
statistically significant because of the small group size (8), 
it was concerning that some of the over 70 age participants 
had no detectable antibody response against some of the 
virus variants. 

It is expected that immunity will wane with increasing time 
after vaccination, but that does not mean that vaccines will 
fail to provide protection against serious disease. The first 
two doses of vaccine generate immune memory cells that 
should quickly respond to a new exposure to the SARS-
CoV2 virus or a third booster of vaccine.

At their September 17th meeting, the FDA reached a split 
decision on the application for a third booster of the Pfizer 
vaccine. The FDA recommended a third booster for those 
over 65 or anyone who is immune compromised, but 
it did not recommend the booster for healthy, younger 
individuals. There was vigorous debate among the experts 
at the FDA meeting, with the Israeli contingent presenting 
evidence that a third booster with the Pfizer vaccine helped 
avoid a fourth wave of infection with the Delta variant. 
It is up to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) to make the final recommendation for the booster 
shots since the FDA role is primarily related to safety and 
efficacy. 

I believe the available data support a booster shot for 
anyone over 65. I got my Moderna vaccine booster this 
month, and the side effects were no worse than the second 
dose. I think that the booster will help protect against 
emerging virus variants, which are sure to appear given the 
large number of unvaccinated individuals in our country. 

Update: On September 24th, the CDC did recommend 
a booster shot of the Pfizer vaccine for anyone over 65 
and those who have underlying conditions that put them 
at higher risk for COVID infection, including health care 
workers and those incarcerated.

COVID UPDATE
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LIVE AND IN PERSON!
Knock on wood – we’re back with live, in-person events!  

On Sept. 2, the new season of DMF’s signature cultural 
series, First Thursdays, was the occasion for the re-opening 
of Town Hall for the first time since its April 2020 closure. 
With a beautiful piano-flute duo performance 
by Holly Hofmann and Mike Wofford, the fully-
vaccinated and masked audience welcomed a return to live 
music, and enjoyed the sight and sound of the first-ever 
baby grand piano on the Town Hall stage. 

We also held our annual Founding Endowment Circle/
major donor appreciation dinner at Town Hall on Sept. 8, 
honoring Joel and Rosanne Holliday. As a DMF founding 
director, Joel envisioned our Community Endowment  
in our earliest days, and both were instrumental in 
its establishment, for the benefit of our community in 
perpetuity. Our major donors are an impressive group, 
responsible for so much of the “good” in Del Mar! 

Coming events:  

Oct. 3 – Artists’ Reception for the new Temporary Outdoor 
Sculpture program, a City-DMF partnership that is bringing 
five artworks to the downtown area. The Del Mar Art Walk 
map will be available at the event and online, and we hope 
you’ll “walk the walk”!

Oct. 7 – First Thursdays, featuring the Hausmann Quartet 
(subscribers only).

Oct. 11 – DMF Talk, “City and Utopia: San Diego and 
the Scripps Family” by Dr. Molly McClain, USD history 
professor and author.

Oct. 30 – Halloween Dog Parade.  Start working on your 
dog’s costume now!

All events require advance registration, and currently, 
DMF events are open to those who are fully-vaccinated. For 
more information on these and other DMF events:  www.
delmarfoundation.org. 

IN HOT WATER
by Valérie Dufort-Roy | Klish Way

P er a widely held fable, a frog dropped into a pot of 
gradually warming water doesn’t realize he is about 

to be boiled until it is too late. Our reaction to growing 
evidence of manmade climate change seems similar. The 
only problem is, the popular fable is wrong. The frog does 
jump out. We humans do not have another planet to jump 
to.  
After our summer filled with climate change triggered 
disasters, here are a few steps that we can individually 
adopt or resume:

- Grocery shopping: While refilling food from bulk bins 
is not resumed yet, reusable mesh bags for produce and 
reusable grocery bags are broadly accepted. 
- Coffee fix: When visiting a corporate Starbucks 
location (not inside the Vons), it is now perfectly ok 
to ask for a drink in your own reusable cup. After a 
pandemic pause, the coffee shops are returning to their 
sustainable ways. Staff will request you put your cup in 
a ceramic mug, as to not handle your cup. I successfully 
tested around town, and found that employees are 
getting used to this returning practice.  
- Clean takeout subscriptions: Visitors and locals can 
subscribe to use and exchange M’Porte containers for 
leftovers (participating locations have them handy, 
so no need to carry them around) and takeout. For 
a $2.99/month subscription, customers can avoid 
disposable containers at participating restaurants. No 
problem for visitors; they can either signup for $0.99/
day or $1.99/week. If you have already purchased your 
M’Porte container, you are welcome to trade it back-and 
forth for 2 years, without fee. After the 2-year period, 
you can select a subscription option. https://mporteco.
com/

o Del Mar: Americana, Elixir, En Fuego, Jake’s, 
Viewpoint Brewing Co.
o South of Del Mar: Amplified Ale Works, Cafe 
Gratitude, Encontro, Pachamama, Teriyaki Grill
o North of Del Mar: Bliss Café, GOODONYA Organic, 
Harney Sushi, Ki’s

- Cosmetic and Cleaning Supplies: With The Nada Shop 
at the Lumberyard and EarthWell Refill in Kensington, 
there is no reason to keep buying container after 
container of detergents, creams, and cleaners. Both 
refill stores carry shampoo, laundry detergent, various 
cleaners, cleaning vinegar, cream, clay, dishwasher 
liquid and several other reusable products to facilitate 
sustainable living. Just show up with clean empty 
containers! Their products are environmentally friendly, 
of course.
- Recycling plastic bags, films, wraps: Many 

Sustainability
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2021 DMCC Gala Honorary Committee. 
Photo Kara Adams.

Ashley Simpkins, Program Director

Free In-Home Small Repairs thanks to Rotary of 
Del Mar 
DMCC and Rotary Club of Del Mar have partnered again to 
bring a special free service to senior and disabled members 
of the Del Mar community. If you have small home repairs 
that need to be completed, give DMCC a call at (858) 
792-7565. We will coordinate and dispatch a background-
checked and Covid-vaccinated volunteer from Rotary to 
help you change lightbulbs, change batteries in smoke 
detectors, weed your garden, and other similar tasks in your 
home. This service is available to community members who 
are 65+ and/or disabled and have been fully vaccinated 
from Covid-19. 

Thank you to the 2021 DMCC Gala Honorary 
Committee! 
Community donations make up about half of DMCC’s 
annual budget, and the members of DMCC’s Gala Honorary 
Committee sustain that funding year after year. We were 
excited to be able to thank these generous donors in person 
this year at our Paella & Sangria party in September – and 
we got a fantastic group photo! Thanks to Nicole and Will 
Holliday for being the chairs of the Honorary Committee 
and to Susan and Judd Halenza for throwing a great fiesta!

Volunteer of the Month – October 
DMCC’s Volunteer of the Month for October 2021 is 
Carly Michaels, who was nominated by board member 
Nicole Holliday for her hard work on the Gala planning 
committee; Carly has also been leading the Sweet Hour 
with Carly program over Zoom for the past year, working on 
the Social and Good Times committee, and is a long-time 
van host and volunteer driver. 

DMCC programs and services depend on our incredible 
volunteers! To learn more about Carly or becoming a DMCC 
committee member, program leader, van host, or volunteer 
driver, visit dmcc.cc/volunteerofthemonth. 

For more information… or to join our email list: 

Please visit our website at dmcc.cc or contact the 
DMCC office at (858) 792-7565 or dmcc@dmcc.cc. 

grocery stores accept plastic bags in a bin near the 
entrance.  For clean, dry plastic films, plastic bags and 
bubble wraps, all Target locations offer in store drop-off.
- Getting around town: Consider eco-friendly means of 
transportation, from just walking, cycling, or using a 
gasoline alternative. What can be better than sprinting 
up our daunting Del Mar hill, with restaurant leftovers 
stored in a reusable container in your tote-bag, a good 
dose of cardio, O2, and Vit-D thrown in for free?

NUKE CHALLENGES CONTINUE
SONGS Update 
by Don Mosier | Rimini Road

T he SONGS Task Force appointed by Rep. Mike Levin 
(D-49th) met on September 8th and received an 

update on federal actions undertaken in response to the 
Task Force Report issued last year. Rep. Levin reported on 
the following 8 action items:
1. Forming the bipartisan Spent Nuclear Fuel Caucus 
- underway
2. Prioritizing the Removal of Spent Nuclear Fuel from 
High-Risk Areas – legislation introduced
3. Breaking the Gridlock on Consent-Based Siting – 
challenging; west Texas site now opposed by Gov. Abbott
4. Creating the Nuclear Waste Administration (replacing 
the Department of Energy role) – under discussion
5. Fighting for 100-year Canister Life (instead of current 
20-year span) – under discussion with Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) Chair
6. Requiring NRC Resident Inspectors at Decommissioning 
Plants – under discussion with NRC; challenge is reduced 
NRC staff
7. Funding Spent Nuclear Fuel Innovation – plan is to 
insert funding into must-pass budget item
8. Following Best Military and International Practices – 
under discussion with fellow congress members and NRC
The lawsuit filed by the Samuel Lawrence Foundation 
against the California Coastal Commission for approving 
the demolition of the cooling pools at the San Onofre 
Nuclear “Waste Dump” was dismissed by the presiding 
judge on September 17th.  Judge Mitchell L. Beckloff 
ruled that the “Petitioner (the foundation) did not meet 
its burden of demonstrating error.” The core issue in the 
lawsuit was that the canisters holding nuclear waste cannot 
be repaired in place and that retention of the cooling pools 
was essential should one (or more) of the canisters develop 
a leak. The result of this ruling is that there is no backup 
plan for repairing leaking canisters, many of which are well 
into their 20-year expected lifespan (see 5 above).
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The lifeguard headquarters 17th St. circa 1965, the year Mayor 
Earl Maas spearheaded the creation of Del Mar’s Lifeguard Dept.  

Courtesy Del Mar Historical Society.

WATERMARK “BY RIGHT”
by Bud Emerson | Klish Way

T he Watermark six-building apartment rental complex 
is scheduled to be constructed on a decades old 2.37 

acre dirt lot on the corner of Jimmy Durante Blvd. and 
San Dieguito Drive near the traffic circle. It will feature 
an “agrarian” architectural theme housing 50 total units 
including 10 low income set aside units. The application 
is nearing completion with sign-offs already from 
Engineering and Fire.

Because of some inept political maneuvering by Council 
Members Gaasterland, Druker, and Martinez the review is 
“by right,” meaning ministerial only. There will be no public 
involvement, no Planning Commission review, no Design 
Review Board review, no appeal option, no conditional use 
permitting, and no City Council review. All of the project 
detailed reviews and the “exceptional benefits” under the 
previous Specific Plan process are no longer possible.  The 
Planning Department will conduct a review using “objective 
criteria” and make the final decision. The City decision 
is subject to a 10-working-day appeal period with the 
California Coastal Commission.

This “by right” process is what loss of local control 
looks like. More of this kind of mandated development 
is what can continue to happen if we continue to resist 
implementing plans to achieve our fair share of the state 
effort to solve a gigantic state-wide  housing shortage.

More of The Watermark application details:

• 10 lower income units comprised of one studio, five 1 
bedroom (BR), four 2 BRs, two 3 BRs ranging from 596 
square feet to 1,225.

• four stories including a parking podium

• maximum height 47.6 feet with Base flood Elevation 18 
feet

• 79,559 square feet residential (.77 Floor Area Ratio:  
FAR); 53,335 parking (.52 FAR). Total FAR 1.29

• 51% lot coverage

• 105 parking stalls

The applicant is requesting “concessions” and 
“waivers” from State Density Bonus Law:

• 40% to 51% increase in lot coverage

• reduced wetland buffer from 100 to 50ft

• 2 to 4 increase in stories

• height increase from 14 ft(BSC Overlay) to 47.6

• 10% encroachment into steep slopes

• FAR increase from .3 to 1.29, .77 for residential

Quite remarkably, the size of this project could have been 
almost 50% larger if the applicant had chosen to 

employ the full extent of the “by right” provisions.

Once the application is deemed “complete” state law 
requires the City (Planning Director) to render a decision 
within 60 days. The very limited Del Mar role will be 
finished.

EARL MAAS, JR.
by Betty Wheeler | Seaview Avenue

D el Mar’s fifth Mayor, Earl Maas, Jr. (Mayor 1964-
68), earned a special place in Del Mar’s history by 

leading the Council in the establishment of Del Mar’s 
lifeguard department in 1965 (now the Community 
Services Department). Previously, lifeguard services for 
Del Mar beaches were provided by San Diego County. 
The costly county contract was a campaign issue in the 
1964 campaign, when Maas ran for election to Council 
after having been appointed in 1963 to fill the seat vacated 
by Bill Arballo.  Maas, who had served as a Los Angeles 
lifeguard, championed the move from a 6-month lifeguard 
service under the county contract to year-round lifeguard 
service as a City of Del Mar department.

Maas, who died on Sept. 12, 2021 at the age of 91, was 
an attorney, appointed to the federal bench by President 
Reagan after a career as an assistant district attorney and in 
private practice. 

Notable Citizens



Sandpiper October 2021 Page 7

Three large chips and numerous smaller ones on the printed circuit 
board of a computer hard drive.  The largest chip (the Ardent) 

measures approximately one inch across.      
Photo Tom Lawrence.

A single computer chip. 
Photo Virginia Lawrence.

Life Guard Station.  Painting Mac McMillan.

FISHIN’ FOR CHIPS
by Sudeepto Roy | Klish Way

W hat do toilet paper, chicken wings, and game 
consoles have in common? They all experienced 

shortages during the pandemic. While scarcity of 
certain items self-corrected, semiconductor chips 
remain stubbornly in short supply, affecting the 
availability of routers, TVs, automobiles, laptops, 
cell phones, appliances, exercise machines, medical 
instruments, manufacturing equipment, you name 
it! Per Goldman Sachs, the shortage has impacted a 
mind-blowing list of 169 industries, ranging from food 
processing to steel industries. 

While many mitigating measures (including new chip 
factories) are being put in place, supply is unlikely to 
improve in the near term and recovery will vary by 

industry, leading some to 
predict shortages well into 
2022 and beyond. What is a 
consumer to do? 

Expect cost increases in items 
utilizing chips, and the added 
shipping surcharges. Consider 
delaying major purchases, if 
feasible. Look into repairing and 
buying refurbished items (such 
as used cars). Also, evaluate 
buying past year models that 
are still replete with the latest 
functionality.  But if you are in 

need of new electronics (e.g., for the upcoming holidays or 
due to unavailability of repairable parts), order early while 
planning for potential delays.

To dig a bit deeper, the reasons for the semiconductor 
shortage are relatively easy to comprehend but remain 
difficult to resolve. Three key factors are, a sharp increase 
in electronics demand, a shift in industry mix, and 
disruption of global supply chains. At the onset of the 
pandemic, working and schooling from home ushered an 
unprecedented demand for consumer electronics, while 
reducing the demand, temporarily, for automobiles and 
appliances. 

To avoid the buildup of unsold cars, the automobile 
industry, which accounts for 9% of semiconductor 
consumption, reacted by reducing orders of various 
components from suppliers, including chips.

 Meanwhile, manufacturers of wireless and consumer 
electronics, which account for 40% and 25% respectively 
of chip consumption, sharply increased their orders. Chip 
manufacturers reacted by reallocating their manufacturing 
capacity to the advanced process needs of these industries. 
However, when automotive demand returned, it wasn’t  
easy to reconfigure the factories back to older technologies. 
This tightness remains further exacerbated by other 
disruptions in the global supply chain, including the impact 
of trade sanctions, uneven lockdown and reopening among 
countries, lengthening of lead-times, stockpiling, shortage 
of critical workers such as truck drivers, and even shortage 
of empty shipping containers, basically gumming up the 
works for industries used to smooth global supply flows.

As we await the resolution of the chip shortage, it seems 
like we will need to continue practicing our pandemic 
honed skills of patience, flexibility and most important, 
sustainability.
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BASS BOSS BERT
Bert Turetzky
by Jordan Kuspa | Longboat Way

I n a career spanning over seven decades, long-time Del 
Mar resident Bertram (Bert) Turetzky has done much to 

bring the solo bass into the spotlight.
One of the most versatile instruments in the world, the 
double bass is essential to the great classical and folk 
music traditions of Europe, and equally important in the 
development of jazz, early rock and roll, country, bluegrass, 
and tango. Yet, for most of its history, it has been seen only 
as a supporting player in the ensemble—never the solo 
instrument.
“I realized that I wanted to change not only the musical 
image of the bass, but to make it a first class citizen,.” 
Turetsky noted in a 1992 interview with Bruce Duffie. 
Equally at home in the avant-garde, classical, jazz, and 
world music scenes, Turetzky has premiered over 300 
compositions written expressly for him, works that 
revolutionized the idea of the bass as a solo instrument. 
Recording frequently from the 1960s onward, Turetzky 
is now quite possibly the most recorded bass soloist in 
history.
Sampling from his discography, we can appreciate 
Turetzky’s artistry, skill, and musical curiosity. Spirit Song, 
a collaboration with his wife Nancy (an esteemed flutist 
herself), is a perfect introduction to Turetzky’s musical 
interests. The album begins with a set of four Renaissance 
madrigals by Jacopo da Bologna. The opening sound of 
flute underpinned by pure, ringing bass harmonics is 
otherworldly. Turetzky’s instrument might be mistaken for 
some ancient woodwind or horn if one had never heard a 
bass played in such a manner. The rest of the album is no 
less surprising, including the jazzy “Monk’s Blues,” and 
two of Turetzky’s own compositions, “Fracas” and 

Roving Teen Reporter

WHY RECALL?
by Jasmine Criqui | Torrey Pines High School Senior 

W ith more than 60% of Californians voting “No” in 
the September 14 recall election, Governor Gavin 

Newsom has held onto office by a wide margin. The 
election, which required the allocation of $276 million 
from the state budget, highlights California’s outdated and 
ineffective recall process.

California has some of the least strict guidelines in the 
nation for such a process, requiring only 12% of the last 
vote cast for the office required to trigger a recall election. 
Of the 18 other states that have specific provisions for the 
recall of an elected state executive official, only Montana 
has a lower threshold for signatures (10%). 

Of the 55 attempted recalls of a California governor since 
the rule’s establishment, only two have gained enough 
support to trigger a recall election and just one of those 
has actually succeeded. Both of these elections happened 
in the last 20 years, with the successful recall of Gray Davis 
in 2003 and the unsuccessful recall of Gavin Newsom in 
2021.

In the internet age, where recall campaigns can gain 
traction much more easily online, it doesn’t make sense 
to have such a low bar for such a costly process. When the 
rule was established in 1911, the automobile boom of the 
1920s had yet to make private transportation a reality for 
most Americans. In these circumstances, It’s not hard to 
imagine how getting 12% of the population to sign on to 
a recall would constitute a significant achievement. But 
in the modern day, the threshold must be increased to 
compensate for the greater ease of gathering signatures. 

Many have also raised questions about the ethics of the 
recall. Though having a single ballot for the question of 
whether or not to recall and the question of choice of 
replacement instead may save time and money, it also 
means that a new governor could be elected with far less 
than 50% of the vote. 

Dividing the recall election into two parts, the first being 
the question of whether or not to recall, would generate 
more attention for alternative candidates in the event of a 
“yes” vote and give the incumbent party a chance to select 
someone else to endorse. 

For the opposition party, splitting the election in two would 
increase the possibility of gubernatorial turnover, because 
the incumbent party and Independents on the fence about 
the governor would feel more comfortable voting “yes” if 
they knew that a far-right candidate wasn’t the guaranteed 
alternative.
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SPEED DATING
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

W hile the Peregrine falcon is not faster than, say, a 
speeding bullet, it is a super-bird, the fastest animal 

on earth. With a wing span that can reach almost four feet, 
the raptor’s dramatic dive on the hunt for lunch has been 
recorded at 242 mph. Their version of takeout is a swoop 
down from the heights to catch their prey in mid air. The 
usual snack is a smaller bird, but for variety, they also hunt 
and eat little mammals. At home anywhere in the world, 
our close neighboring Peregrines have settled on the cliffs 
at the Torrey Pines Reserve.

To be the fastest animal on the planet falcons have figured 
out a few advantages. For starters, to enable breathing 
during the challenging change in air pressure on that swift 
dive, the falcon is equipped with small bony tubercles on 
it nostrils that shifts the airflow away. To keep Its sharp 
bird’s eyes focused, the falcon has an additional third set of 
eyelids that produce tears to clean and clear its eyes 

Critters

“Spirit Song,” which draw upon modernist and world music 
traditions, respectively. 
Turetzky is perhaps most known for championing the 
work of modern composers working in the avant-garde 
scene, including colleagues at the music department of 
UCSD, where Turetzky was a revered pedagogue for over 
30 years (now Emeritus Faculty). His 1964 recording, 
Bertram Turetzky – Recital of New Music, begins with a 
bang—a literal explosion of electronically generated sound, 
before Turetzky’s bass enters with a flourish, rallying 
valiantly with alien sounds that ping pong from speaker to 
speaker. Important works for the bass by modernist 

and a malar strip, a dark shaded stripe, under each to cut 
solar glare.  

Peregrine falcons can live up to 19 years and mate for 
life. But before that comes the courtship. First, the male 
takes flight and puts on a spectacular air show featuring 
his acrobatic skill at spirals and steep dives as well as his 
mastery of prey catching. The catch is then offered to the 
desired female. It gets tricky. If interested, the female joins 
the male mid flight, flying upside down under him to accept 
this gift from the his talons.

Next step: the female, weighing in at 30% more than the 
male, chooses her nest plot on a cliff edge and hollows out 
her nursery setting.That’s it. She does not feather her nest 
or add extra cushioning to this scrape where she will lay 
from one to five eggs. When hatched, both parents feed 
the growing chicks. Around 42-46 days after hatching the 
chicks are ready to test their wings and fledge though they 
stick around their parents for another two months or so 
before leaving the nest. The best time to view the fledging 
Peregrines is June from the beach below the cliffs at the 
Torrey Pines Reserve or above along the Guy Fleming Trail. 
Meanwhile, when you spot a Peregrine flying about doing 
his or her business mid-dive, don’t blink.

FROM BASS BOSS BERT page 8 luminaries such as Ben Johnston, Donald Martino, and 
George Perle are also included. As a document of the 
important trends in American avant-garde composition in 
the 1960s, it is hard to imagine a finer album.
During the pandemic, Turetzky began staging concerts 
from his front patio on Sunday afternoons. Speaking in 
2018 to The Baltimore Sun (on the occasion of his 85th 
birthday), Turetzky was enthusiastic: “I still love to play 
music and have to keep my body together so I can continue 
to play. I love the instrument I play.”

Jordan Kuspa, a composer, cellist, and conductor, is 
also Director of the Del Mar International Composers 
Symposium (delmarcomposers.org). 
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BETTING ON THE BLUFFS
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

T he $10.5 million the state allocated to SANDAG to 
rebuild the Del Mar bluffs  after the February 28, 2021, 

failure south of 4th Street is at work. The bluffs have been 
terraced and the next step is construction of a seawall 
buffer to protect them against the tides. This periodic patch 
work is ongoing in an effort to keep the train tracks atop of 
the bluffs viable along the 351 mile LOSSAN (Los Angeles-
San Diego-San Luis Obispo) rail corridor, the second 
busiest in the nation. Amtrak passenger trains, NCTD 
commuter trains plus BNSF Railway freight trains all pass 
through. 

Given the importance of the Del Mar rail link and the cliffs’ 
clear vulnerability as they continue to crumble, SANDAG 
executive director Hasan Ikhrata at a Del Mar City Council 
meeting in July: “I hope that in two years time, this long-
term project will be environmentally cleared and designed 
so it’s shovel-ready for any potential federal or state 
funding to come.” Can hope be harnessed while SANDAG 
ponders where and when to permanently reroute the 
tracks off the disintegrating bluffs? At what risk to riders? 
A feasibility study is underway. If a plan can be agreed on, 
it is then a matter of time, many years, and money, many 
billions, before the next route, possibly a tunnel under Del 
Mar, can replace the current tracks. Till then, how long can 
hope hold up the cliffs that hold up the train tracks? It’s a 
gamble. 

Vax Max

The Del Mar City Council voted 5-0 on September 20th 
to make COVID-19 vaccination mandatory for all city 
employees. The policy is to be implemented in the next 90 
days.

The majority of city employees have already been 
vaccinated, so the policy will ensure that the 20-25% of 
unvaccinated workers receive the highly protective vaccine.

Indoor public events at city-owned venues require that all 
participants show proof of vaccination, according to the 
Interim City Manager.

Deputy Mayor Worden attempted to get vaccine 
requirements for activities such as indoor dining and other 
businesses on the agenda, but the agenda as posted did not 
permit consideration of that proposal; it will be considered 
at a future council meeting. The concern raised by Worden 
is that visitors to our city are less likely to be vaccinated 
than Del Mar residents, and they outnumber residents by 
about 500:1 on an annual basis.

In Brief
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TURNOVER AT PATISSERIE
by Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Stree

T here is a new owner and some new staff at the Del Mar 
Darshan Patisserie. Casey Robison has taken over both 

the Del Mar and Encinitas bakeries. Although she “loves 
to bake,” Casey is happy that Jean Pierre, the chef (who 
is staying on) will keep on doing his job. Her background 
includes years of corporate training at Starbucks test 
stores, manufacturing and overseas production. However, 
she missed “the people connection” and was on the lookout 
for a coffee shop business to buy when the Darshan 
Bakeries became available. Casey took the opportunity, 
calling it “a perfect match.” She does plan for occasional 
part time staffing from her two boys, 5 and 6 years old, 
who, from time to time, will be helping set up the 

bottled drinks in exchange for a bakery treat. Look for new 
items, possibly including some meats, she plans to add to 
the current vegetarian menu. The coffee now comes from 
the local Cafe Virtuoso in San Diego. Online orders for eat 
in and takeout will be expanded with a link through the 
website darshanbakery.com. Casey is also planning to offer 
a catering service in the near future. Note: the bakery staffs 
will follow the San Diego County Health Officer’s orders 
regarding COVID-19 requirements. 915 Camino Del Mar, 
858-925-7223.

In Brief
Mike on Mic

Rep. Mike Levin held a Town Hall meeting at Del Mar's 
Town Hall on Sept. 25, with fresh reports on the state of 
play in Congress on key legislation: the infrastructure bill, 
protecting democracy and voting rights, climate change, the 
recent House passage of legislation codifying Roe v. Wade, 
nuclear waste at SONGS, getting tracks off the bluffs in Del 
Mar, and more. 

The fully-vaccinated and masked attendees participated in 
a robust Q&A exchange for more than an hour, with others 
participating via Facebook Live.

County Power

The County Board of Supervisors voted 3-2 to join San 
Diego Community Power (SDCP) as their provider of 
electricity on August 31st. Two supervisors voted to join the 
other alternative, the  Clean Energy Alliance that supplies 
power to Del Mar, Solana Beach and Carlsbad. With the 
addition of the customers in the unincorporated areas of 
the county, SDCP will be the second largest Community 
Choice Energy provider in the state.

In Brief
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Our portable countertop induction stove. Precise temperature 
control and timer control make cooking virtually foolproof. 

Photo Ann Feeney.

INDUCTION INTRODUCTION
by Ann Feeney | Rimini Road

I nduction cooking is the way of the future, and actually, 
is the state of the art right now.  In fact, in Europe and 

Asia, this has been the predominant form of cooktop for 
over a decade.  What is induction cooking?  Induction 
cooktops rely on electromagnetic currents that directly 
generate heat in your pan’s metal.  For that reason, cooking 
pots and pans need to be able to conduct the current.  Cast 
iron skillets work great as does any pot that a magnet will 
stick to. 

Induction cooking is nothing like your parents’ electric 
stove.  Unlike those old electric cooktops, induction 
cooktops are highly responsive to increasing or decreasing 
temperatures – even faster than gas burners!  Power 
boosters let you boil a pot of water in half the time 
compared to gas stoves. In addition, induction cooktops 
offer precision cooking; you can finely control the 
temperature of your heating element. Another bonus: it is 
cooler in your kitchen, since there is no gas flame, and all of 
the heat is directly generated in the pot.  

Another very important advantage of induction cooking 
is your health.  Your gas stove creates a large amount 
of indoor air pollution every time you turn on a burner: 
nitrous oxides, carbon monoxide, etc.  The level of indoor 
air pollution produced while cooking a meal on a gas stove 
is HIGHER than the EPA would allow in outdoor air.  These 
indoor pollutants pose significant health risks, including 
increased risk of respiratory diseases such as asthma, 
and are particularly of concern for children although they 
provide hazards for everyone.

Choose your options:  Starting at the top of the line, for 
about $4500, try a Thermador Freedom 36” cooktop.  The 

entire cooktop is fully usable, with automatic pot detection 
to recognize where your pot is located, so any size or shape 
pot can be used.  I wish we were building out our kitchen 
now – I would LOVE this cooktop!  There are many options 
for mid-range induction cooktops, available at many big 
box stores.  At the bottom of the scale, try what we did:  a 
$100 single burner cooktop from Amazon.  We place it right 
next to our gas stove, which we now only use when we need 
2 burners simultaneously.

Want to try it out first before making the leap?  San Diego 
Green Building Council has a cooktop loaner program, 
where they will let you try one of their single burner 
cooktops for 3 weeks.  (Www.ehomecooktops.com) Give it a 
try – you will love it.  


