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WILDFIRE THREATS
Sherryl L. Parks | Kalamath Drive

W ildfires of a size normally seen in the heat of summer 
have already occurred in California. Experts are 

concerned that this summer’s wildfires will be severe and 
widespread. Reservoirs in California hold about half as 
much water as usual for this time of year.

Governor Newsom has taken the “severe” threats of 
wildfire seriously. He proposed recently the single largest 
investment in wildfire preparedness in our state’s history 
– $2 billion for emergency preparedness. “With new 
investments in state-of-the-art firefighting technology 
and equipment and a focus on building resilience through 
fuel breaks, forest health projects and home hardening 
to protect our high-risk communities, the state is more 
prepared than ever to face wildfire season,” said Governor 
Newsom.

What can you do to prepare for a wildfire? You need to 
create a defensible space of 100 feet around your home. 
By eliminating overgrown vegetation, removing dead 
plants and tree material you will reduce your fire load. To 
encourage residents to take these steps the City of Del Mar 
in partnership with Waste Coast Management are offering 
free delivery and use of up to two three-yard bins for green 
waste disposal during the program. This fuel reduction 
program runs July 26 – August 6, 2021.

To reserve the green bins, contact Waste Management at 
(866) 967-3292 no later than July 23.

Planning to evacuate is equally important when facing 
wildfires. Where to go, what to take and how to get there 
are questions that need to be discussed prior to a wildfire. 
CAL FIRE has done all the work for you including checklists 
to help you organize important stuff. On their website you 
will find advice on safeguarding both the inside and outside 
of your home and detailed advice on what to take should 
an evacuation be required. We recommend you use this 
website to help you with your pre-fire planning: https://
www.readyforwildfire.org.

CAL FIRE has a new app which enables them to text you a 
message should a wildfire come 250 miles near your home. 
However, you must sign up for this important app and 
provide our zip code and your phone number after taking 
a brief survey. We recommend you take advantage of this 
opportunity. The link to this new app can be found on the 
landing page: https://www.readyforwildfire.org.

Reminding you also to spread this information in your 
neighborhood. Likely many seniors are not aware of CAL 
FIRE’s resources and the city’s fuel reduction program 
whichis coming up soon.

Take it seriously if you smell smoke and are advised to 
evacuate Del Mar. Realize that everyone in a car will need 
to tip and tap in residential neighborhoods to get on a main 
street to get out of town. You’d hate to be stuck in your car 
when a fire incident occurs.

City Hall Coming Back

In person services at City Hall will partially open 
beginning July 1st, with more extensive opening 
scheduled for September 1st. Check the city 
website for details of what services are available 
and the times they are open.

Waste Hauler Contract Renewal

The city is circulating a survey to Del Mar 
citizens and businesses to help select a waste 
hauler when the current contract with Waste 
Management expires in June 2022. 

The city announcement states: “To inform the 

solicitation, residents and businesses are asked to complete 
a brief survey. The survey is available on both the City 
Website and the Sandpiper website.

For your input to be included as part of the Request for 
Proposals, please respond by 4:30 p.m. July 23.”

“The $13 million franchise is one of Del Mar’s highest-
valued contracts. For a new agreement, advertising for bids 
is set to begin in August.”

New state laws governing food waste recycling will make 
the selection of a waste hauler more challenging, with 
access to an anaerobic digester that turns food waste into 
methane gas likely be a critical issue.
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Editorial

The Sandpiper is published by the Del Mar Community Alliance, a 501(C)(4) 
non-profit. Its purpose is to advocate the Del Mar Community Plan, to foster 
informed public and government decision-making regarding issues affecting 
the community of the City of Del Mar, and to encourage a social and political 

climate favorable to the protection of the community character of the City of Del 
Mar and its environs.

Editorial Board:  Jeff Barnouw, Valérie Dufort-Roy,  
Bud Emerson, Virginia Lawrence,  

Julie Maxey-Allison, Don Mosier, Betty Wheeler.   
All editors, writers, and photographers are unpaid volunteers. 

 
This publication depends upon the contributions of readers like you.

Send your contribution to: Sandpiper, Box 2177, Del Mar, CA 92014 (make 
checks payable to Sandpiper, or donate online at www.delmarsandpiper.org.  

Contributions are not tax-deductible.  

Thanks to our major donors:
Founders’ Circle

Jeff Barnouw remembering Dagmar Barnouw

Chuck Newton Circle   
Diana Marquard & Rod Franklin, Rosanne & Joel Holliday 

Publishers’ Circle  
Mary Ann & Bud Emerson,  

Lynn & Charlie Gaylord, Maryka & George Hoover,  
Louise Keeling in memory of Dave Keeling 

John Kerridge Circle 
Penny & Buck Abell, Patty & Marc Brutten, Linda & Frank Chisari,  

Melissa & Bob Gans, Ann Feeney & Don Mosier, Mary & Jeffrey Friestedt,  
Nancy Fisher & Mike Salt, Susan & Judd Halenza,  

Ellie & Tim Haviland, Lee Haydu, Gerald Hirshberg, Pat JaCoby,  
Shirley King & Art Olson, Deborah Lawson & Paul Cleveland,  

Sherryl Parks, Karen & Phil Posner, Suzi Resnick & Stan Marks,  
Gloria Sandvik & Harold Feder, Rose Ann & Ira Sharp,   

Randee & Glenn Warren, Betty Wheeler, Dwight Worden

Elliot Parks.  Courtesy 
Sherryl Parks.

MEGA DROUGHTS

W e in San Diego County are one of the fortunate 
California counties to have a water reserve. Of the 

57 others, 41 are living with water restrictions due to the 
ongoing drought affecting California and much of the West.

Some of us exchanged our green lawns and gardens for 
drought tolerant plantings and switched to energy efficient 
appliances during the 2012-2016 drought, a good start. We 
need to do more. Scientific and research studies report that 
2000-2018 were the second driest of the last 1,200 years. 
As the West heats up, 2021 isn’t looking better as we face a 
“season” of wildfires.

Our droughts are categorized. The agricultural drought is 
due to increased evaporation. The meteorological drought 
is due to less rain (these days concentrated and heavier 
in winter months, scarce in the spring and fall). The snow 
drought is due to the majority of participation coming not 
as snow but rain. The hydrological drought is when water 
levels drop in streams, rivers and lakes. The underlining 
reality is climate change: the result of rising temperatures  
is less water. 

The impacts are vast. In the northern part of the state 
that depends on rain and snow rather than the Colorado 
River that supplies us in Southern California, agriculture 
is stunted. Farmers are abandoning their usual crops, 
searching for those that require less water. The aquifers are 
emptying. Less water flowing in streams and rivers means 
less hydroelectricity is generated and less water for the 
stressed fish populations. 

Less water means vegetation and forests dry up. The bark 
beetle, no stranger here, has more stressed trees to kill. The 
dead trees, along with the dried brush become fuel for the 
fierce Western wildfires and their offshoot: deadly smoke.

Armed with information, we can do is our bit to counter 
the coming threat of mega droughts by being attentive 
to changing our behavior to cut our use of fossil fuels. Of 
course, our actions will also counter other threats looming 
due to our warming climate, sea level rise for one.

REMEMBERING ELLIOT PARKS

D r. D. Elliot Parks died 
from leukemia in Las 

Vegas on Friday June 11. 
Elliot moved to Del Mar in 
1974 and lived here with his 
family until 2000. Elliot 
worked at Scripps Institute, 
Johnson and Johnson, and 
served on various boards 
including SDSU BioScience 
Advisory Council, BIOCOM, 
and the Whittier Institute 
for Diabetes. He received 
his PhD at the University of 
Washington and an executive 
MBA program at Stanford 

Graduate School of Business. Highlights of his work for Del 
Mar include four years on the Planning Commission and 8 
years on City Council with two terms as Mayor: assisting 
in the Del Mar Library acquisition (1994), and Streetscape 
Planning. Elliot represented Del Mar at SANDAG and was 
elected to the Vice Chair and Executive Chair which is quite 
an accomplishment for such as small a town as Del Mar. 
Representing SANDAG, in 1995, Elliot testified in front 
of the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Preservation of Open 
Space in support of renewing the Endangered Species Act. 
Elliot was well-known in San Diego’s biotech community 
having joined the UCSD CONNECT staff, responsible for 
Strategic Planning to facilitate economic growth within the 
region. Elliot recently resigned his position as President 
and CEO of Hawaii Biotech Inc. where he has worked 
for over a decade. Elliot leaves behind two sons and 5 
grandchildren. 
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Iris Salazar (left) and Betsy Schultz.   
Photo Julie Maxey-Allison.

COMMENTARY
PRIVILEGE
Bud Emerson | Klish Way

COMMUNITY PLAN:

Inspire a more diverse, sustainable, and balanced 
community preserve ... the opportunity for people of 
all economic and social backgrounds to share in a 
liveable Del Mar)

W hile Our national conversation about race and wealth 
inequity continues, Del Mar continues to strengthen 

its reputation as an enclave of white privilege. Our efforts 
to preserve and protect our community character are 
resulting in a supply/demand imbalance that feeds an 
escalation in real estate values that effectively closes the 
door to most middle income and minority families. Census 
figures tell the story. We are now over 96% white with 
median household incomes over $110 thousand. Compare 
that to our neighbor San Diego with 66% white and median 
income of $75k. Our single family resale home sales are 
escalating rapidly toward a median price of $2.5 million 
compared to San Diego County at $825 thousand.

This privileged outcome is not to suggest any nefarious 
intentions but only to acknowledge that we inhabit a 
situation that is not available to most families of modest 
income and most minority families. Our success in building 
a small town community identity rewards us financially and 
effectively excludes others of lesser means.

I would like to suggest that our privileges can be 
troublesome or we could turn them into an opportunity. 
We can find opportunities to use our privilege to address 
quality of life challenges faced by those with more modest 
circumstances. Undoubtedly, many of us are already 
contributing to philanthropic causes aimed at helping those 
in need. As a community we can take some credit for our 
generous welcome to literally a couple of million annual 
visitors who use the beaches and parks that we protect and 
maintain. Although we have a long deplorable record of 
providing affordable housing, there are some promising 
new plans in process thanks to legal pressure from the state 
of California.

An often overlooked segment of our population is the large 
number of workers, many of whom are not white, who labor 
in our homes and businesses: gardeners, maids, caregivers, 
construction workers, restaurant workers, and more. There 
are probably several thousand low income workers among 
us. What do we know about them, their families, their kids, 
their housing, their health care, their schooling, their lives 
in general? What are some ideas for enhancing the quality 
of their lives and treating them more like neighbors in our 
community? We could start with a voluntary commitment 
to pay a minimum wage of $30 an hour (at a $60k annual 
level still classified by the County as “low income”). We 
could agree to 25-30% minimum tip levels for restaurant 
workers. We could contribute to a fund for 

scholarship grants to their kids enrolling in college. Perhaps 
we should consider a DMCC-type non-profit organization to 
provide services to families who work for our community.

The idea is to acknowledge our advantages and use 
them to achieve a modest increase in equity within our 
own community. Perhaps we can have a community 
conversation about more ideas for how we can do good for 
others right here in Del Mar.

LIBRARY ART FIX
Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street 

In 2002 Pat Welsh, our talented local author-artist-
gardener originated the vision of a 92-foot long multi 
media mural on the wall fronting the library. Pat worked 
with graphic artist Betsy K. Schulz to bring the concept 
to life. Funds were raised from the Del Mar Garden 
Club, the Del Mar Library and various private donors 
with fiscal sponsorship from Del Mar Foundation. The 
design, incorporating a mix of found objects, handcrafted 
sculpted tiles, bricks, was realized with volunteer help 
from community. It looked great! Years passed. By 2014 
the mural and the wall itself needed repair. Pat and Betsy, 
who founded A Design Garden, and has created many 
art installations over the years, were back to work. They 
restored the mural , and drainage issues were addressed to 
prevent future water damage to the wall, again with fiscal 
help from DMF. 

Next year, 2022 is the decorative mural wall’s 20-year 
anniversary. Just recently, In anticipation of celebrating 
the decorative wall’s decades, the Friends of the Del Mar 
Library asked Betsy to check on the mural and correct any 
flaws. Still in touch with Pat, now in her 90s, Betsy recently 
completed an intense week of cleaning, replacing missing 
items, and sealing the entire wall with the help of assistants 
Iris Salazar and Betsy Schulz. Take another look at this 
creative work in our town. It looks great, just as sparkly as 
it did in 2002, now ready for its 20th. 
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Photos DMF Archives.

Jasmine Crispi

SO MUCH TO CELEBRATE!

E ven though the 
return of our 

annual 4th of July 
Parade has been 
deferred by the 
City to next year, 
that won’t deter our 
community from 
celebrating the 
birth of America’s 
independence with 
our trademark Del 
Mar spirit!

This year, we’ve 
invited Del Marians 
to join in a virtual 
celebration by 

sharing photos showing how we’re celebrating with our 
families, neighbors and friends. Join in by sending a photo 
by email to dmf@delmarfoundation.org, or by text to 858-
314-9997. You’re welcome to provide a short caption to 
be included with your photo, and you’ll be able to see the 
album on our website shortly after the 4th. We’ll continue 
to add photos as they come in, so send them our way!

And we’re hoping that a fall community picnic, with music, 
games and lots of fun, will give us the opportunity to gather 
in person. To get the early word on all the activities and 
events we’re planning, check our website, or use the button 
at the bottom of our website to sign up for our email list: 
delmarfoundation.org. A happy summer to all!

ROVING TEEN REPORTER
Writer Rotation
Jasmine Criqui | Torrey Pines High School Junior

W ith her top-notch writing skills, 
passion for all things politics, 

and attentiveness to her community, 
Neha Pubbi was the perfect fit to 
take over the position of roving teen 
reporter from graduating senior 
Dhathry Doppalapudi. During her 
time at the Sandpiper, Neha has 
covered topics like teen life during 
the pandemic, San Diego’s policing 
practices, and high school students’ 

views of the 2020 election. Next year, she’ll be taking her 
talents to the University of California, Berkeley, where she 
plans to study political economy. “I’m excited for change. 
We’ve been in this pandemic for a while and I’ve been at 
home and I’m ready to branch out on my own,” Neha said. 
“I’m also excited to grow academically. I think when you 
find something you’re interested in it’s really special; in 
high school you’re exposed to every subject, which is good, 
and it’s important to be well-rounded, but we don’t get to 
learn contemporary political economy theory, for example.”

There are plenty of words to describe Neha, but well-
rounded certainly fits. During her four years at Torrey 
Pines High School, Neha has balanced academic rigor, 
positions on two varsity sports teams, editorship positions 
at the school’s newspaper, the Falconer, support for various 
political causes, and having time to recharge and hang out 
with friends. As far as activities independent from school, 
she expressed a lot of gratitude for the lessons her role at 
the Sandpiper has taught her. “Honestly, I think it made 
me a more concise writer. It taught me how to use quotes to 
serve a purpose, and what purpose your commentary serves 
as well. The Sandpiper taught me how to balance those 
two,” Neha said.

However, Neha credits the Sandpiper not just as an 
opportunity to hone her writing skills, but a way to give 
back to her community and get involved in politics at the 
local level. “I think community work is really important,” 
Neha said. “I think we’re such a polarized society, we’re 
really focused on big, national issues but I think what 
affects us more, quite frankly, is community policies, 
legislation, and goals. So I think understanding the 
importance of community and being involved in it is 
something I’ll take with me to Berkeley.”

As for what to do with her life post-college, Neha has no 
plans to slow down. “I want to make sure whatever I do, I’m 
passionate about it, and that it actually has an impact on 
society and the people around me, so I’m exploring options 
like possibly law or policy work,” Neha said.

When Neha and I met on the staff of the Falconer, 
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July/August 2021 - Ashley Simpkins, Program Director

Moving on!
DMCC is gradually reintroducing some of the programs and 
services that had to be halted during the pandemic period. 
Wide rates of vaccination and low rates of transmission 
have made it safe to resume some normalcy, which is so 
important to the wellbeing of senior citizens! We’re excited 
to send our weekly Grocery Van back on the road in July, 
as well as restart some of our activities that can be easily 
convened outdoors. Over the next few months, we will be 
in hybrid pandemic response mode, and we’ll check in 
with volunteers and participants to see what makes sense 
with individual programs. Our thanks to everyone who got 
vaccinated and made this possible! 

Board of Directors Changes
The DMCC Board of Directors is delighted to welcome 
two new board members and officers this July. Bob 
Gans, DMCC’s new vice president, is an attorney who has 
lived in Del Mar for more than 20 years and has worked 
extensively for the community. He has served on the City 
of Del Mar Finance Committee, been president of the Del 
Mar Foundation, and president of the Del Mar Schools 
Education Foundation. We’d be remiss not to mention 
that Bob even served as DMCC’s Gala Auctioneer in 2019! 
Wayne Otchis is taking over as DMCC’s new treasurer. A 
very proud Stanford alumnus, he is a CPA who has lived in 
Del Mar for 20 years and has operated a tax practice since 
1975. Wayne is also a member of the board of directors of 
the Seacrest Foundation and he and his wife Linda have 
been active volunteer drivers for DMCC since 2017.

We would also like to thank two retiring board members 
for their service. Joanne Sharp is one of DMCC’s original 
founders and is wrapping up this latest six-year stint on 
the board as the Editor in Chief of our annual Report to the 
Community. Judy Schuckit has been DMCC’s Treasurer for 
seven years, processing countless spreadsheets and paying 
the bills. Both Directors have been important members 
of the team, and we’re filled with gratitude for all they’ve 
done. 

Volunteer of the Month – July
DMCC’s Volunteer of the Month for July 2021 is Chrissy 
Fried, volunteer driver. Not only does Chrissy pick 
up available rides whenever she has the time, but she 
befriends the riders and stays close with them for years. 
Over the last year, she has been delivering desserts made by 
Carly Michaels during DMCC’s Sweet Hour (a Zoom baking 
show) to brighten up the day of seniors who didn’t get to 
leave their homes very often. Thank you, Chrissy!

DMCC programs and services depend on our 
incredible volunteers! To learn more about Chrissy 
or DMCC volunteer opportunities, visit dmcc.cc/
volunteerofthemonth.

we bonded over our shared passion for writing and politics. 
The quality I first noticed about her was her enthusiasm, 
and the amount of effort she dedicated to every aspect of 
her life, including the Sandpiper. I feel very grateful to have 
the opportunity to continue her legacy of student-oriented 
journalism, and I am beyond excited to see what Neha puts 
her mind to next.

This year, like Neha, I hope to use the journalistic skills 
that the Falconer has taught me to provide a platform for 
teenage voices in Del Mar and the surrounding area. I look 
forward to learning the ins and outs of local issues so I can 
share a unique perspective on stories that impact the people 
in our community.

KID VAX PROGRESS
COVID Vaccine Trials in Young Children
Don Mosier, MD, PhD, Rimini Road

T he Phase 1 trial of the Pfizer mRNA vaccine in young 
children began in March with 144 participants at four 

sites across the country. These children are receiving two 
injections of the vaccine and will undergo blood draws to 
check for antibodies to the virus. Once a safe dose of the 
vaccine has been determined for them, further trials will 
be conducted to determine its effectiveness.

The Phase 2-3 trial will enroll a total of 4,500 children at 40 
sites nationwide. The study is placebo-controlled, so some 
participants will be randomly assigned to receive placebo 
(normal saline) while others will receive the vaccine.

Six months after the shots, participants who received the 
placebo will have the opportunity to be inoculated with the 
actual vaccine. The trial will continue for 18 more months, 
during which both groups will undergo blood draws to track 
the strength and duration of their immune response and to 
see if they are infected with COVID-19.

If safety and immunogenicity is confirmed, and pending 
authorization or approval from regulators, Pfizer 
hopes to submit the vaccine for potential Emergency 
Use Authorization (EUA) to the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) sometime in the September-October 
timeframe for children 5 to 11, and soon after for six 
months to 5.

A Moderna mRNA vaccine trial of similar design with a 
projected enrollment of 7,050 participants also began in 
March. Once safe doses are established, the phase 2-3 
trial will first focus on children 5-11 years old, with later 
inclusion of younger children aged 6 months to 5 years. 
Moderna has not released a projected date for applying for 
an EUA from the FDA.

Will an approved COVID-19 vaccine be available for 
younger school-age children before school starts in the fall? 
“Sometime in the September-October timeframe” means 
probably not.
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Photo Ed Cerny, Beaverkill, N.Y.

WINSTON ON HOLD
Déjà vu All Over Again
Don Mosier | Rimini Road and Bud Emerson | Klish Way

T he saga of Winston’s efforts to submit its 
redevelopment plan, in a form that the City deems 

complete and compliant with the Winston lease, continues. 
The latest salvo is from Winston School in the form of an 
eblast sent to its constituency referencing a mailer it has 
sent to all registered voters in Del Mar, urging signatures 
on a new Change.org Winston petition. The petition asks 
the City to sign Winston’s redevelopment application, and 
to create “a fiscally viable lease” that reflects “the new 
reduced leasehold size.”

Winston’s petition includes its version of facts and history 
in support of its redevelopment application and its claim of 
entitlement to a lease amendment that reduces its rent. The 
City’s own documents, including numerous letters from the 
City Manager and City Attorney to Winston, paint a very 
different picture of this same history. If this sounds like 
déjà vu all over again, it’s because Winston’s claims seem 
to be on endless repeat, unchanged by any City action or 
response.

For example, Winston’s petition claims that in a Dec. 
20, 2018 letter, the City “requested” the School to build 
additional parking spaces and reduce its square footage 
to receive a reduction in lease payments. The letter in fact 
did not request anything; it listed a number of options 
Winston could consider that could potentially justify a rent 
reduction. The current parking issues between Winston and 
the City relate to whether the Winston redevelopment plan 
meets city code requirements for parking – specifically, 
whether Winston’s redevelopment plan adequately 
addresses long-term parking within its leasehold, as 
required by the Code.

Winston also claims, “As a result, the School reduced its 
leasehold in 2020.” The lease includes a map that clearly 
shows Winston’s leasehold. There was an error in the 
legal description which was corrected in 2020 to correctly 
describe the leasehold as shown on the map that is part 
of the lease. The City asserts that Winston’s leasehold is 
unchanged from how it was depicted in the original lease. 

According to Winston, “The School and its architect have 
addressed all City Staff and City Council clarifications 
and provided all information required by the planning 
department.” The City Council’s unanimous position (with 
Druker recused), as reflected in its most recent action, is 
that Winston needs to amend its development application 
to show how it will address parking long-term within its 
leasehold area, include Building 5 in its major remodel, and 
show how the resulting development will bring Buildings 1 
to 5 up to current codes. The City once again extended the 
deadline for the completed redevelopment plan, with a new 
deadline of July 23, 2021.

MONARCHS MIA
Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

M aybe we can help. The subject: Monarch butterflies, 
specifically our Western Monarchs. 

The problem: the numbers of these vibrant orange 
Western Monarchs are down, way, way down, according 
to various reports as much as 99%! The possible causes: 
habitat destruction or loss due to construction, disease, 
pesticide exposure, climate change. Whatever, the result 
is that milkweed plants, a life line vital to monarchs are 
also disappearing. Milkweed is where the butterflies, who 
journey from the Rocky Mountains and south from Oregon 
and Idaho, overwinter in our area from October to March. 
Milkweed is where they land to lay their eggs and what their 
very hungry hatched caterpillars eat.

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife, The 
Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, the 
California Department of Parks and Recreation plus other 
environmentalist organizations, on alert, are responding 
with actions for land managers across the state. The 
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Brian Macdonald with M’Porte inventory.   
Courtesy Brian Macdonald

ELECTRIC SWITCH
Don Mosier, CEA Community Advisory Committee Vice-Chair

M ost Del Mar residential 
customers were 

successfully transitioned to 
electric energy supplied by 
the Clean Energy Authority 
(CEA) in May. Net energy 
metering customers and larger 
commercial entities switched 
to CEA in June at the request 
of San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E) because of concerns 

about a new billing system they introduced. So far there 
appear to be no problems, but you should check your next 
utility bill from SDG&E to make sure that CEA is listed 
as your electricity provider (unless you are one of 6% of 
customers who opted out to stay with SDG&E and pay more 
for dirtier energy).

The CEA Board adopted their fiscal year 2021-22 budget 
on June 24th, and the revenues projected will yield a $3 
million dollar total in their reserve account. The wholesale 
price of electricity is predicted to increase in the next year, 
but the good news is that means that SDG&E will also pay 
more for electricity and the departure charge (PCIA, power 
charge indifference adjustment) will go down for CEA 
customers. 

More information about the electricity choices 
available from CEA are listed on their website: https://
thecleanenergyalliance.org

goal is to plant some 30,000 milkweed plants over 600 
acres statewide. We the public are invited to do our bit 
to help start recovery efforts by planting milkweed in our 
gardens. Of course this will take time for the milkweed to 
grow. But every effort will help these Monarch butterflies 
who are on the wait list for the endangered species 
designation because, sadly, so many others species are also 
vanishing. Monarchs may be included in 2024. 

Meanwhile, milkweed for your garden. It’s not just any 
milkweed. Take care to select helpful varieties. Skip the 
tropical milkweed, not native to California, that confuses 
butterflies because it does not die out in the winter and, 
worse, it may carry disease. Here are a few suggested 
plants: Asclepias california (deep pink-colored flowers), 
Asclepias eriocarpa (creamy-white flowers and broad 
leaves), Asclepias fascicularis (white flowers and narrow 
leaves). To further buoy the butterfly population you can 
add early and late blooming native flowering plants for the 
spring and fall migrations. A reminder: check to be sure 
your plants from nurseries are pesticide-free and limit your 
pesticide use.

TAKEOUT SOLUTIONS 
Valérie Dufort-Roy | Klish Way

M ’Porte is spreading its wings of sustainability over 
the Pacific Ocean! Many restaurants and groceries 

in Hawaii, Northern California, and San Diego County 
are either selling the sturdy, leak-proof reusable metal-
containers or using it for takeout. After one and half year 
of operations, Brian Macdonald, owner and founder of 
M’Porte, is listening to feedback from local restaurants and 
diners. He is now modifying the offerings to improve the 
integration of this sustainable solution. His goal: become a 
mainstream name for sustainable takeout.

One reality of our small Del Mar town is that space comes 
at a premium. Hence, Brian is searching for stackable 
reusable containers to facilitate storage in the small 
kitchens of our local restaurants. He is also looking into 
easing customer usage by exploring a subscription program 
where customers could be offered the M’Porte for their 
leftovers, versus single-use containers. 

Among our local restaurants, Viewpoint Brewing Co, 
Elixir, Americana and two others offer the M’Porte takeout. 
The containers are also sold at the Seaside Market, in 
Cardiff. The champion at using the M’Porte containers 
is the organic eatery GOODONYA, located in Encinitas. 
Customers ordering takeout meals online can simply click 
to select the M’Porte, upon completing their online order! 

Have you had to ponder if a takeout container is recyclable 
or not? Below is a recent example from one of our local 
restaurants.

continued on page 9

FROM MONARCHS MIA page 6
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SUMMERTIME
CARTOONS BY DEL MAR’S 

JOHN DEMPSEY



Sandpiper July/August 2021 Page 9

SUMMERTIME BREAK
The Sandpiper will have no issue in July.  
However, the website will be updated throughout 
the month of August.

Mask-free future on the horizon if we all get vaxxed.

Quite frankly, I could not figure out if this container was 
recyclable or not. The mention of “Recyclable only in 
the few communities that accept poly-lined foodservice 
packaging” was quite puzzling. Is Del Mar one such 
community accepting poly-lined foodservice packaging 
(spoiler alert: this container goes straight to the landfill)? 
How much effort do we expect customers to put into their 
recycling habits? Short of getting a PhD in food-grade 
chemistry packaging and thorough knowledge of our local 
waste management’s capabilities, a reusable container is a 
perfect solution! It takes the guessing out of determining 
whether a takeout container is recyclable or clean enough to 
make it to the blue bin. 

As more and more initiatives blossom around town, 
WestBrew is kicking it up a notch. Its Ocean Friendly 
To-Go involves ordering your food, transferring your meal 
into your own container yourself, and enjoying it at home 
minutes later. Who said takeout couldn’t be tasty, while 
non-polluting and uncomplicated?

Bon appétit! 

FROM TAKEOUT SOLUTIONS page 7
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Tamarindo manager Steve Blasingham.   
Photos Julie Maxey-Allison.

Out and About

It’s time! Del Mar Village businesses are open, ready and 
set to celebrate Seaside Saturdays, a walk-about event with 
activities stationed all over our town beginning Saturday, 
July 10. Sponsored by the Del Mar Village Association, on 
July 10 musicians will play, artists will demonstrate their 
techniques, restaurants and businesses will offer their 
goods indoors and out with sidewalk shows—and some 
discounts for locals. The Second Saturdays will continue 
through the summer months for you to enjoy being back to 
your place in Del Mar. 

SOUTH OF THE BORDER IN DM
Julie Maxey-Allison | 10 Street

T amarindo, opened in March 2021, offers Latin cuisine 
with a Mexican accent and an ample choice of agave 

based spirits along with other drinks. The owners, the 
Moose Restaurant Group, got their start with restaurants 
in Hawaii before making a move to the mainland in 1987 to 
open establishments

in Old Town and the Gaslamp among other locations. Their 
opening in Del Mar came months after the first anticipated 
date of May 2020 as they wrested with the realities of 
the pandemic. They used the lockdown time to focus on 
refining the details of constructing the site, connecting two 
vacated spaces on the first level of the Plaza on Camino Del 
Mar. The indoor-outdoor dining design was finalized as 
was the decor. 

Manager Steve Blasingham reports that business is up 
30% from projections. He is pleased with the attentive, 
well trained staff now in place though it proved “tough to 
find help”—a problem many businesses have faced. He 
aims to keep the atmosphere of the restaurant “casual” 
and give diners “good value.” Whether you dine inside or 
out, look for the video wall of ocean waves and nooks with 
objects collected in Mexico. The spacious bar area section 
has television screens to make sure you don’t miss a game.
Tamarindo, 1555 Camino Del Mar. 
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Camouflage. Hiding in plain sight. 
Photo Virginia Lawrence.

Photo Julie Maxey-Allison.

ON-GOING BLUFF WORK

Photo Julie Maxey-Allison.

Sea Level Rise Plan Withdrawn

At their June 7th meeting, the City Council voted 4-1 
(Worden opposed) to withdraw the LCPA submitted to the 
California Coastal Commission (CCC). The CCC staff had 
proposed 22 changes to the LCPA approved by Del Mar in 
2018, and the majority of the council found these changes 
to be unacceptable. The CCC requested changes would have 
required much more detail about city actions triggered by 
future sea level rise.

Budget Approval

A two year city budget was approved by the City Council 
in June. Modest increases in revenue are predicted along 
with allocations of federal COVID funds of $800k and $1 
million. Total general fund revenue is budgeted at $18.9 M 
and total expenditures at $15.4 M for fiscal year 2021-22.

Budgets are reviewed quarterly to determine if adjustments 
are needed in projected revenue and expenditures.
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Photo Julie Maxey-Allison.

TEACHING WITH TORREYS
Ariel Renner | Via Alta

L ast month I wrote about how my vision of Del Mar has 
always been framed by the Torrey Pine tree. Living 

back at home this past pandemic year has reintroduced 
me to that view with a renewed perspective as I adjusted 
to once again living here full-time while virtually teaching 
and continuing my studies at the University of Michigan. 
This intersection of life, work, and environment remains 
at the center of my thinking as I now must shift gears a 
bit in order to prepare to finally return to Michigan in the 
fall. Despite being a graduate student at Michigan, the 
majority of my academic work has in fact taken place in 
Del Mar (the Del Mar satellite campus of UM, as my family 
calls it); I’ve completed the final half of my 1st year and the 
entire 2nd year of my PhD program from my childhood 

bedroom. I have, as a 
result, crossed many 
significant milestones 
within the confines of 
this space, always in 
view of the Torrey Pines 
outside. Perhaps the 
biggest of these was my 
first teaching experience 
this past academic year. I 
began teaching Michigan’s 
first-year writing course, 
which put me in charge of 
instructing 18 freshmen 
in the ambiguous art 
of “college writing.” It 
was quite an uncanny 
experience, as I had to 

pretend to be some figure of authority to these students 
while I repeatedly reconfigured my background and angled 
my computer camera to make it seem as though I was not, 
in fact, back in my childhood bedroom. 

Despite the difficulty and awkwardness of adjusting to 
Zoom learning, I think that I was actually able to develop 
a unique bond with my students precisely because of the 
distance between us, because I was teaching them from 
Del Mar and they were learning (and teaching me) from 
Michigan, Illinois, New York, and various other locations. 
I was able to integrate my love for our town’s environment 
into our class discussions and they would jokingly comment 
on the sunshine they could see from my window as many of 
them endured single-digit winter temperatures. One class 
day stands out to me in particular. I decided to forego that 
day’s lesson plan and instead narrated the cutting down of 
a tree in my neighbor’s yard as it happened in real-time. 
I initially mistook the tree for a Torrey Pine (it was not), 
and so lamented to them the great sadness I felt about it 
being cut down in front of my eyes, as I was literally unable 
to turn away from the scene. Rather than learn about 
the mundanities of proper quote integration, we instead 
engaged in a collective writing exercise, where I asked them 
to comment on the views in front of them—outside of the 
window, into a room, whatever it might have been—and 
create a brief piece of writing about the scene. To justify 
my initial mourning, I also gave them a brief history of the 
Torrey Pine tree, which they all seemed to enjoy. 

Now, as I prepare for my first year of in-person teaching, 
I can’t help but think about how I will actually miss 
the unexpected, touching moments of connection that 
developed out of the fundamental sense of disconnection 
involved with Zoom schooling. I never imagined that the 
Torrey Pine would enter into my University of Michigan 
classroom, and I hope that this was not the final instance of 
such a meeting. 


