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Slip Sliding Away
Talking with Dr. Pat Abbott
Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

D

r. Pat Abbott, Professor Emeritus, San Diego State
University specializing in Sedimentology of Mesozoic
and Cenozoic rocks, the correlation
of tectonically displaced terrains and
natural disasters, sees our bluffs in
geological terms, looking at the big
picture. Dr. Abbott points out that
Del Mar’s bluffs are composed of two
different materials. The base, the lower
two-thirds of the bluffs with the greenish
hues, is made up of old sandstone and
mud stones that are 45 million years
old. The upper third, the rusty red
material, is younger, some thousands
of years old, and weak. “One can crush
the hunks of sandstone on the top by the
handful into sand. It is loosely bonded; it
disintegrates. And, this is where the train
tracks and people are.” As to stability,
Dr. Abbott made clear in an interview
aired on TV after the October 2018 bluff
collapse that the bluffs “in the area
between 9th and 11th streets could go at
any time”.

•
O P I N I O N
February 2019

by rain” but daily landscape watering also invades and
soaks the soil below ground. It moves through the cliffs,
sapping away strength below the surface. This is a cause
of the collapse at Anderson canyon, a cliff area that has
small internal underground caves. As more water from rain
and landscape water entered the caves they grew and grew
larger, attracting more and more water. Thus, the collapse.
Add the human effect: people walk atop the cliffs and the
train rolls over them. Each
day an estimated 40 or
so trains run through Del
Mar. Multiplied by 365
days a year the total is
14,600, and for a decade,
146,000. Of course there is
an effect on the cliffs. “In
the longer term the train
tracks will have to move
or they will end up on the
beach. Any armoring or
supports of the cliffs delays
the inevitable.”
Back to water: “If Del Mar
were serious, and I wonder
if the city is serious, the
city would control all
water erosion that works
its way below the surface
and undermines the cliffs.
All sprinklers, all plant
watering would cease.
Native plants that don’t
need much water and the
Torrey Pines that belong
here would replace the
current vegetation.” Also,
“The shallow rooted nonnative ice plant that adds
tremendous weight to the

Given the geological setting, cliffs meet
ocean, the work of mother nature is
ongoing. With the emergent physics,
the entirety of what is going on with the
great variety of stresses on our cliffs,
At least four cliff collapses occurred in this area
Dr. Abbott cites the inevitability of our
between August and December 2018. This
photo was taken in October 2018.
ocean’s waves advancing east, moving
Photo Julie Maxey-Allison.
inland, and eventually eroding the bluffs.
“You can’t stop ocean waves or gravity.
The cliffs are coming down. It can’t be stopped.” But, this is cliffs would be removed.”
in geological terms. When? Engineering statistics, he says,
Dr. Abbott has clearly explained the future of our cliffs.
are not able to be averaged.
They are eroding from the ocean waves, rain and irrigation
He also sizes up the little daily impacts. Each rainfall erodes water seeping below the surface, and the vibrations from
the sandstone. Year after year, decade after decade, it
the train runs. Sandstone is fragile. Appreciate these
shapes the cliffs. “One can see how the cliffs are sculptured
realities as you plan your next cliff walk.

Editorial

Agenda 2019 !!!!

D

el Mar’s agendas are always full, fleshing out the
ambitious visionary goals of our Community Plan. We
spend a lot of energy every year working to find consensus
to guide us forward. The year 2019 will see us continuing
to work on unresolved issues and beginning to address new
challenges.
• How to reconcile short term rental businesses with
preservation of neighborhood character. This issue
is bedeviling communities all over the west coast and
beyond. In Del Mar it is confounded by our small size
and the growing number of absentee owners, leaving
us with a dwindling number of citizens involved in
civic affairs. Our proposed compromise is currently
under judicial review.
• How to prepare sensible plans for the impacts of sea
level rise without undermining property values.
• How to reconcile density concerns, public access
goals, protection of the Scripps Preserve, fragile bluff
setbacks, and traffic flow in reviewing the Del Mar
Resort plans for the 16 acre bluff property on our
northwestern border.
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• How to coordinate development of our new Shores
Park property with the Winston School development
plans.
• Finishing the streetscape improvements to promote
downtown commercial development, taming auto
traffic, promoting pedestrian access and safety,
assuring safe bicycle routes.
• Reviewing design and construction plans for a new 101
bridge over the lagoon.
• Reviewing and adopting a two year budget plan that
keeps revenue and expenditures in balance.
• Taking concrete steps to implement our adopted
Climate Action Plan.
• Improving the cost/effectiveness strategies for public
safety.
• Implementing the 5/22 plan for meeting our housing
goals and requirement as set forth in the statecertified Housing Element of our Community Plan.
• Addressing the dilemmas of bluff failures, pedestrian
access, and railroad tracks.
• Working with the Fair Board to address problems
associated with events that create traffic and noise
impacts, as well as controversial events such as gun
shows.
This list mentions only a few of the many challenges we
have as a city. Several of them involve other jurisdictions,
but we have a proud history of not waiting for others
to act—our city is unique precisely because we have
proceeded with intentionality over the decades to make our
Community Plan a reality. We have a representative form
of government currently led by five exceptional members
we have elected. We expect them to be decisive as well as
inclusive. As citizens we need to stay involved, encouraging
the Council with good ideas and constructive feedback. We
have accomplished much in our decades as a city and we
have much more to do.
Let’s get at it.

Letters to the Editor
• The Sandpiper welcomes readers’ letters and articles.
• Material submitted must include the writer’s name, street
address, and phone number, and should not exceed 400 words.
• Material selected to be published may be edited or shortened.
Contact us via e-mail or post at:
The Sandpiper, Box 2177, Del Mar, CA 92014
editor@delmarsandpiper.org

RESORT ON MAIN STREET
Ann Gardner | Via Latina

King Tide Cleanup
Public Works crews are cleaning up beach access areas
damaged by record high tides in January.

Tree House
Citing the Point Loma house crushed by a Torrey Pine, the
city is urging all residents to arrange for a certified arborist
to examine all trees on private property at least every three
years. (www.isa-arbor.com/)

Draft Undergrounding
The City consultant has proposed a draft Project Delivery
Plan which will be reviewed by the City Council and staff
before presenting it in a public meeting in March.

Sea Level Delay
The hearing on the city proposed Local Coastal Program
Amendment has been postponed by the Coastal
Commission for one year.

5/22 Steps
The 5/22 program for affordable housing is moving
forward gradually, but we have yet to produce a single unit.
A granny flat proposal is under review by the DRB. The
newly approved 941 project on 10th street includes plans
for two affordable units. Discussions are underway with
the Fair Board and the city of San Diego considering the
RV park property on Jimmy Durante as a potential site for
affordable housing. Meanwhile other cities which are out of
compliance are beginning to experience actions by the State
and the courts to compel action.

Council unanimously approved a Temporary Use
C ityPermit
(TUP) for Del Mar Beach Resort Investors,

LLC to open an “information center” at 1412 Camino
del Mar to share information with the public on the
prospective development above Dog Beach at the corner
of Camino del Mar and Border Ave. The developer is
currently in discussion with the City regarding a redesign
after objections to the height and density of the original
application were expressed at various City review meetings.
The redesigned plan, according to a Zephyr spokesperson,
is expected to be submitted to the City in March when the
information center will also be opened.
A TUP was required to open an office in the Central
Commercial zone since that use would not otherwise be
allowed; first floor street front uses are usually limited to
retail, restaurants, etc. The applicant assured the Council
that the center would be used only to provide information
about the redesigned project with printed materials and
monitors and including a copy of the project Environmental
Impact Report. There would be no pre-sale activities or
information about other Zephyr projects. A spokesperson
explained that the center would allow interested persons to
review the revised plans outside of regular City Hall hours,
generally mimicking retail hours of 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and on weekends with some flexibility for evening hours
especially during the summer. The center will be located
at the former Fair Trade shop between Bully’s and Durante
Menswear. The TUP allows the temporary storefront
to operate for a limited duration (January 2019 – April
2020) although Council expressed flexibility on the dates if
requested.

Dolphin Rescue
Lifeguards recently worked with the Sea World Mammal
Rescue staff to rescue a distressed dolphin that washed up
on our beach.

Gun Show Lawsuit
A lawsuit against the Fair Board has been filed by gun show
sponsor Crossroads of The West challenging suspension of
weekend gun shows which have been held for decades. Gun
show opponents argue that a new policy on gun shows has
yet to be adopted by the Fair Board.

Carmel Valley Road Eats
Bird Rock Coffee Roasters, which held its Grand Opening

on May 20, 2018, continues to attract clients from 7am
to 7pm. Iris, the restaurant on Carmel Valley Road at Via
Donada, has changed owners and has a new name: West
End Del Mar. Except for a new coat of paint, it seems
unchanged.

Scorsese’s Lessons
Ben Nyce will give a talk on Martin Scorsese’s
short film “Life Lessons” which shows an
abstract expressionist painter (Nick Nolte) in
action. Particular attention will be given to the
film’s use of visual space.
Ben wrote film commentary for the Sandpiper
for a number of years. He was professor of
literature and film at University of San Diego
and author of “Satyajit Ray’s Films” and
“Scorsese Up Close.”
Ben’s talk will be on Thursday, February 14 at
6pm at the Del Mar Library and will last about

an hour.

Sandpiper February 2019 Page 3

Roving Teen Reporter
Senioritis Syndrome
Eve Gross | Torrey Pines High School Senior

R

February 2019
Bill Morris and Sandra Hoyle | Del Mar Foundation

I

s Del Mar a wonderful place to live because
of a pervasive sense of volunteerism, or does
volunteerism permeate Del Mar because it is a
wonderful place to live? A volunteer is someone who
freely offers to do something. The existence of a strong
sense of volunteerism in Del Mar really can’t be argued.
Even after 5+ years of volunteering for the Del Mar
Foundation, I am constantly reminded of the many
local non-profit organizations that exist in Del Mar
because of its volunteer spirit. We are thankful to
share our city with other non-profit entities including
the Friends of the Powerhouse, the Friends of the
Library, the Garden Club, the Rose Society, the
Del Mar Historical Society, Del Mar Community
Connections, Rotary, Del Mar TV, San Diego River
Valley Conservancy, Friends of the San Dieguito
River Valley and the Del Mar Farmer’s Market.
These organizations, and many others, commingle
for the Annual DMF Picnic at the Powerhouse Park
in September. They coordinate an enthusiastic
presence complete with volunteers intent on spreading
information on each organization’s mission.
Why is the volunteer spirit so pervasive in Del Mar? I
find that Del Mar is full of passionate, well educated
and enthusiastic people. There is no better way to leave
your inscription on your community than to volunteer
to help some aspect of it about which you feel strongly.
Del Marians have learned to lead by example,
demonstrating to each other that they are willing to give
freely of themselves to make Del Mar the wonderful
place it is. Please keep in mind that the problem isn’t
that the check-in line at the Del Mar Foundation Easter
Egg Hunt is too long; the problem is that the check-in
line doesn’t have the benefit of your passion, insight
and energy checking people in. So, go make an impact
in Del Mar and volunteer! The Del Mar Foundation
is always in need of people who want to make Del
Mar a great place to live -- contact us at http://www.
delmarfoundation.org or @delmarfoundation on
Facebook or info@delmarfoundation.org and we can
help you find the volunteer position that you never
knew you wanted!

ight now, a brief scan of almost any classroom of
high school seniors across the country would paint
the same picture. Some are working diligently, others are
copying the work of those who bothered to do it, a few are
watching Netflix, a couple more are sleeping, and the rest
simply aren’t there. And don’t be deceived; although as it
might appear as such, it’s not pajama day. Whether second
semester has already begun or is on the horizon, senioritis
has officially taken over.
Merriam-Webster defines senioritis as “an ebbing of
motivation and effort by school seniors as evidenced
by tardiness, absences, and lower grades,” but perhaps
“ebbing” is a little too generous. Take Urban Dictionary’s
top definition: “A crippling disease that strikes high school
seniors. Symptoms include: laziness, an over-excessive
wearing of track pants, old athletic shirts, sweatpants,
athletic shorts, and sweatshirts. Also features a lack of
studying, repeated absences, and a generally dismissive
attitude. The only known cure is a phenomenon known as
Graduation.”
Samantha Zhu, a senior at Canyon Crest Academy, said
she had heard of senioritis ever since she first entered high
school and expected it to affect her at some point, which
came after the first week of senior year. Zhu decided to
replace her organic chemistry class with a free period,
which she said she now uses to do things like nap or get
coffee.
“As for general symptoms of senioritis, I feel less pressure
to succeed on the little things; for instance, if I don’t get the
best grade on a stats test I won’t be losing sleep over it,”
Zhu said. “Living and experiencing the academic lifestyle in
such a saturated manner can be a bit tiring, so I completely
understand how after things are winding down by senior
year, people don’t try as hard.”
She also said that she and her friends have experienced the
condition at different degrees; some miss school at nearly
every opportunity they have, others work as hard as they
have in past years, and she falls somewhere in the middle.
Yury Bukhradze, a senior at Torrey Pines High School, said
that more than feeling burnt out, senioritis is sparked by a
desire to be beyond high school, wherever that may be.
“I still care about school, but I often find myself losing
interest in studying,” Bukhradze said. “I’m just going on
autopilot.”
Going to bed at 12 or 1 a.m. and waking up 10 minutes
before leaving for school, Bukhradze said, is his most
prevalent symptom. He also said that despite the fact that
this is the busiest year of high school yet, he’s spent more
time browsing memes and playing video games.
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Big vote – November 2018
Dave Druker | 10th Street

D

el Mar pretty much voted similar to both the state and
San Diego County on all of the issues and candidates
with the following major exceptions:
1) For Insurance Commission Steve Poizner lost in the
State and County and won in Del Mar by 1.33% or 180
votes.
2) Prop 6 which would have eliminated the gas tax lost
in Del Mar by 18.8% or 486 votes, won in San Diego
County by 1.90% and lost in the state by 13.64%
3) Todd Gloria won in Del Mar by 19.62% and won in
the county by 42.16%
4) In the contested Superior Court Office, Gary Kreep
lost to Matt Brower by 42.88% in Del Mar and by
22.34% in the County
The biggest difference was voter turnout. Del Mar had
a turnout of 83.47%, the County - 67.40% and the State
- 65.54%.

Candidates and Issues :

1) 98.86% voted for Governor
2) 97.17% voted for US Congress
3) 94.93% voted on Prop 6 – Gas Tax Elimination
4) 89.53% voted on Measure R – The City of Del Mar
Shoreline Protection Area
5) 87.22% voted on Measure T – The 941 Camino Del
Mar Project

February 2019
Ashley Simpkins, Assistant Program Director

Captain of Fun – Help Wanted

DMCC is looking for a new part-time van driver to
be our Captain of Fun. Paid drivers must be available
Wednesdays from 8:30am until 2:00pm with a flexible
schedule the remainder of the week. Schedules are
provided a month in advance, with additional rides
added weekly. Be part of this special organization, and
help keep our seniors in the homes they love! Hourly
salary, average of 6-8 hours per week. Background
check and clean driving record required. If interested,
please email us and put “Van Driver” in the subject
line.
Shopping services for seniors

One of DMCC’s most essential services is the shopping
van, designed for healthy, independent seniors who
no longer drive. Every Wednesday, the DMCC Grocery
Van picks up seniors at their homes, ferries them to
CVS, Ralphs, Trader Joes, and Sprouts, then returns
them home. Likewise, we schedule a Shopping Van
on three Mondays a month so that seniors can shop at
brick-and-mortar retail stores located in Encinitas and
La Jolla Village.

Del Mar Levin 64-42%

To take advantage of this service, riders simply need
to be enrolled in DMCC’s free Transportation Services.
To qualify for enrollment, the rider must be a 60+ City
of Del Mar resident who no longer drives, permanently
or temporarily. If you’d like to know more and/or
begin the application process, we encourage you to call
our office or visit our website.

San Diego portion of the district Levin 60-40%

Will you be DMCC’s Valentine?

Orange County portion of the district Levin 47-53%

DMCC will host our third annual Champagne and
Chocolate Community Appreciation and Volunteer
Recognition on Valentine’s Day at 2:30pm in the Del
Mar Community Building. We’ll share the love with
the Del Mar community and thank our incredible
volunteers; we could not continue to provide
personalized transportation, run meal programs and
activities, and take care of the Del Mar Community
Building without them. So, visit 225 9th St on 2/14,
and have some chocolate and bubbly on us!

6) 73.07% voted on the contest Superior Court Judge
(Kreep vs Brower)
49th Congressional District:

Total vote Levin 56-44%

Senioritis Syndrome
continued from page 4

While it does have its downsides, Zhu, who was “pretty
good about time management” throughout high school,
juggling tutoring gigs, internships and ballet, among other
things, said that senioritis has been beneficial, allowing her
to explore undiscovered passions and make new friends.
“I’ve noticed myself spending more time on different
activities that are probably perceived as ‘less academic’ such
as playing the ukulele, sewing, gardening, and sketching,”
Zhu said. “If this is what my senioritis is, then I welcome
it.”

For more information… or to join our email list:

Please visit our website at dmcc.cc, or contact the
DMCC office at (858) 792-7565 or dmcc@dmcc.cc.
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Expense Control

A Bridge Too Far

Tom McGreal | Chair, Finance Committee

Don Mosier | Rimini Road

T

T

he City reported preliminary results for the fiscal
year ended June 30, 2018, which showed revenues
on budget and expenditures coming in $758,000 below
budget. This is good news that will be helpful as the City
faces some challenges in the fiscal 2019 budget.
The City also reported on the updated budget for the
current fiscal year ending June 30, 2019. The City’s Budget
projects a 1% growth in revenues for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2019. Results so far this year are on track with
these projections. This outlook for flat revenue growth
places significant pressure on expenses, which need to be
controlled to ensure that we generate a surplus of revenues
in excess of expenses sufficient to fund important Capital
Improvement Projects.

he City of Del Mar introduced a project to replace the
failing 85-year old Camino del Mar Bridge over the San
Dieguito River at a public meeting held on January 10th.
The project is in the first phase of a multi-phase process
beginning with environmental review and construction
alternatives analysis, and construction is not expected to
begin until 2023. The new bridge will accommodate one
lane in each direction and bike lanes and sidewalks on both
sides of the bridge. The existing bridge is supported by 10
piers; the replacement will have six, reducing the footprint
on the environmentally-fragile wetland and improving the
flow of the river. Construction costs are estimated at $2528 million, with 90% provided by federal grants.

Managing expense growth in line with revenue growth is
a tricky business that the City has faced before. In fact a
similar scenario back in 2007 resulted in a policy solution
that has served us well. As you may recall Council member
Jerry Finnell presented a unique idea requiring that the
growth of revenues exceed the growth of expenditures by
1.4% each year. The City adopted what became known as
the Finnell Plan and this policy has enabled us to fund a
long list of Capital Improvement Projects over the years
without the necessity of incurring debt. Of course, this does
not include the new City Hall, which did require our first
significant issuance of debt.
Fortunately, we now have the new Measure Q revenues
earmarked for three major new projects including
Streetscape, Citywide undergrounding and the development
of Shores Park. These projects could not be undertaken
without the new Measure Q 1% sales tax that the voters
overwhelmingly supported in 2016.
At the same time it is important to note that Measure
Q revenues do not in any way alleviate the need to stick
to the spending controls imposed by the Finnell plan.
Revenue growth still needs to exceed operating expense
growth in order to generate a surplus to fund the many very
important capital improvement projects each year.
The City Council faces some important decisions in the
coming months as it manages spending for fiscal year
2019. City Council will also be kicking off the new two-year
budget process with a budget workshop in February where
these expense challenges will be addressed.
As we know it’s easy to manage fiscal affairs when
revenues are robust. The real measure of fiscal discipline
is taken when expenses need to hold the line. The Finance
Committee is watching closely. Let’s see how things
develop.

The 101 Bridge.
Photo Courtesy City of Del Mar.

The public was asked to weigh in on two alternatives for
construction. One was to maintain one lane open in each
direction during construction, which would take 24-27
months to construct. (The shorter 24-month time frame
would use precast concrete beams; the longer would use
poured in place concrete). The second option would cut the
construction time in half, but it would involve closing the
bridge during construction. This option raised concerns
about emergency access as well as traffic congestion during
fair events since more traffic would be diverted to Jimmy
Durante. Parking immediately north and south of the
bridge would be lost to construction staging with either
option.
One issue that raised concern was the elevation of the new
bridge. The proposed design increases the elevation 2-3
feet at the south end of the bridge and less than a foot at the
north end of the 600-foot span. With a projected lifetime of
100 years, the bridge may have to withstand sea level rise
of up to 6 feet by 2120 according to the most recent models.
The engineers explained that the bridge would be strong
enough to withstand occasional flooding, but the proposed
elevation stands in marked contrast to the plans for the
new railway bridge 100 yards to the east, where the bridge
elevation is to be raised 8 feet. The city engineer stated that
the plan for the Camino Del Mar bridge conforms to current
continued on next page
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Captain Taft
Ira Sharp | Crest Road

H

ave you had lunch with the Sheriff? Captain Herb
Taft is making sure that he is easily recognized by
wearing his uniform, eating lunch on the Del Mar Plaza all
while hoping residents will join him and talk about what is
on their minds. It is important to build relationships with
the communities that he serves and being accessible is one
way he does that.
Along with a new Sheriff comes a new approach for
providing Del Mar better service: a 24/7 Sheriff’s Storefront
near 15th Street will be opening soon in Del Mar. This will
greatly increase the time that deputies are visible by giving
them a home base in Del Mar. The plan calls for a rotation
of the same deputies working 12 hour shifts seven days a
week.
A separate, new Sheriff’s contract with the Fairgrounds
for special events will add to the time that deputies are on
the streets in Del Mar, leading to faster response times
and enhanced communications on issues like traffic hot
spots, neighborhood safety and recommendations for
improvements to the City Manager. Captain Taft notes
that in a safe community like Del Mar, traffic is usually the
number one issue citizens are concerned about. He will
respond to every citizen complaint and will not hesitate to
assign officers based upon the community’s need for traffic
enforcement in specific areas.
As Captain Taft moved up steadily through the ranks of
the Sheriff’s Department, two things stand out: he has
always been promoted to positions of greater responsibility,
upward instead of lateral; he has had two traffic command
assignments in San Diego communities providing
experience involving traffic issues on a broad community
basis. Twice he has served in the critically important
communications center which answers all 911 calls, which,
focused on achieving its outstanding record of a 98% rate
of response in under 10 seconds. He reminds us that if you
have an immediate emergency or crime in progress call 911
but if you have a less serious crime that occurred and there
is no immediate danger then call the Sheriff non-emergency
line at 858-565-5200.
You get a big grin from Captain Taft when he talks

Bridge Too Far
continued from page 6

CalTrans guidelines, which begs the question of whether
these guidelines need to be updated.
There will be several more opportunities for public
comment as the planning process continues.
Updates on city website: http://www.delmar.ca.us/715/
Camino-del-Mar-over-San-Dieguito-River-Bridge.

Sheriff Taft. Photo Ira Sharp.

about his two years as a detective and how good it feels
to solve a crime, make an arrest and help the victim. He
cited video cameras such as a Ring doorbell and other
home security systems as one of the biggest crime-solving
aids. When a citizen turns over the videotape to the SDSO,
it is posted throughout the law enforcement community
to help identify suspects. There is a good chance that
the criminal was arrested before and can be identified
through facial recognition technology, or the old-fashioned
way of an officer in another community recognizing the
criminal. Neither the Sheriff nor the San Diego Police
can monitor NextDoor. He stresses that when you have a
crime in progress FIRST, CALL THE SHERIFF; then if you
want, post news of the incident on NextDoor to alert your
neighbors.
For Captain Taft’s last assignment before this one, he
was personally selected by Sheriff Gore to be his Special
Assistant during the last two years, which included Gore’s
2016 re-election campaign. He went everywhere with
Sheriff Gore, traveled to other cities, spoke on his behalf,
and much more. Sheriff Gore, according to Captain Taft,
is unrelenting in demanding the best equipment and best
training for the entire Sheriff department. In addition, the
goal of Captain Taft is to provide the highest quality public
safety service for the North Coastal Sheriff’s Command.
Captain Taft attended Boston University for two years with
a major in chemistry; he transferred to UC Davis where he
completed his Bachelor’s degree in Biology. After college
he worked at Mercy Hospital in the lab for two and a half
years until his acceptance to the Navy Officer program.
He attended Officer Candidate School in Newport, Rhode
Island before his first assignment as a junior officer
aboard a Navy ship. After 8 years in the navy and several
overseas assignments as an engineer, operations officer
and instructor, he missed being with his young family, and
when he was offered a choice of final assignments, he chose
San Diego. His first San Diego assignment was teaching at
the Submarine Warfare School. He has two adult sons, one
attending Kennesaw State University and one who works
for a cruise ship line. He also has a seven-year-old son and
four-year-old daughter.
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How Big is Your Footprint?

Sunny Side Up

Bertha Leone | Crest Road

Don Mosier | Rimini Road

T

T

hinking of buying something? Trying to decide if it’s
the right color? Size? Price?

What if we were to first ask ourselves a much more
important question: “What will I do with it when I am
done with it and its packaging?” Everything we purchase
has a useful life. But where does it go when it has outlived
its usefulness, at least to us? Most of us choose one of four
ways to discard things: the trash container, the compost
bin, the recycle bin or the donation box.
According to CalRecycle, the City of Del Mar generates
approximately 9,800 tons of solid waste annually.
Approximately 3,200 tons of this waste is diverted through
recycling, reuse and composting activities. That leaves
6,400 tons annually to pile up in our landfill.
What then? According to the National Solid Waste
Management Association (NSWMA), landfills are not
designed to break down waste, only to store it. As the 6,400
tons of annual Del Mar waste is filling up our landfill,
bacteria in the organic waste is producing and releasing
into our atmosphere a potent greenhouse gas known as
methane, more potent even than carbon dioxide. The
typical composition of greenhouse gas emissions from
landfills is methane 40%-60%, carbon dioxide 25%-50%
(Waste Management World).

he new solar system installed on the roof of City
Hall began operation at the end of last October,
and performance data are now available for the first 2
½ months of operation. Each panel’s energy output is
monitored in real time and the hourly, daily, and monthly
production recorded in kilowatt hours (KWh). Since
startup, the system has produced (as of January 17th)
16,820 kWh of electricity for a savings of almost $3,700 in
San Diego Gas & Electric generation and delivery charges.
This does not include savings attributable to the battery
storage system, where detailed monitoring has just begun.
This solar generation has saved 11.8 metric tons of CO2
emissions and has the same effect as planting 656 trees
(see Figure below). This output was achieved during the
winter months when the days are short, the sun is low in
the sky, and rain and clouds reduce solar generation. Just
wait for long, sunny summer days when the meter will start
spinning backwards.

Back to the question. If the answer is “throw it in the trash”
let’s rethink the answer or the purchase. Can I recycle it?
Check the label on the recycle bin. Can I compost it? Can I
(or someone else) reuse or repurpose it?
If the answers are NO, is there an alternative product
that gets the answer to YES? Can I find the product in
environmentally friendly packaging?
If the answer is still NO, then simply refuse to buy it. And
if you are so inclined, write to the manufacturer letting the
reason for your choice be known. Consider sending a copy
to your senator and representative.

Solar Panels on the roof of the new Civic Center.
Drone photo from Baker Electric.

Reducing our footprint requires living with awareness
and intent. Awareness of the impact of our choices on the
environment, and the intention to adjust our behavior to do
no harm.
For more information on zero waste, check out the Zero
Waste page on Del Mar’s Go Green website http://www.
delmar.ca.us/675/Zero-Waste.
Bertha Leone is a member of Del Mar’s Sustainability
Advisory Board, established to assist the City Council
in promoting clean and reliable energy and in taking
a leadership position in educating its residents and
businesses about sustainability and energy savings
programs. Check the City website for meeting locations
and times.
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Rachel’s 100!
Nancy Fisher | 24th Street

A

week before the party relatives started rolling in from as far as Alabama and
the Black Hills of South Dakota to celebrate Rachel Reed’s 100th birthday
on January 5th. Children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews,
and cousins, joined dozens of Del Mar neighbors, residents, and friends from all
over the map to honor their mother, aunt, grandmother…and well, you get the
picture.
Rachel was born
and raised in
Winter Park,
Florida, where
driver’s licenses
weren’t required,
so at age fourteen
she was taught to
drive a Model T by
her eleven-yearold brother and
—with a lot of life
stories in between
–landed in Del Mar
in 1959. By 1968,
she’d built a new
home for herself
and her children,
David and Diana,
on 24th Street,
where she’s been a
beloved neighbor
ever since.
After retiring
from her career
as a Supervising
Probation Officer,
Rachel continued
her lifelong love
of creating art
in many media,
combing the beach
Photo Mike Salt.
daily for driftwood
and recyclable
objects suitable for her projects, and of volunteering in the community. Mayor
David Druker, in a Proclamation delivered at the party, recalled that she was
honored by the City for her over thirty years of service to Meals on Wheels, that
she was an early member of the Del Mar Farmer’s Market (serving as Treasurer
for twenty years), and was on one of the committees that wrote Del Mar’s
Community Plan. In addition, she served on the original Lagoon Committee, the
Ad Hoc Housing Element Committee, and often ran the book sales as a member
of the Friends of the Library.
Following the Mayor’s speech, as a gift from the neighbors, local band “Seaside
Brass” performed for the crowd of 130 partiers, concluding with a rousing
“Happy Birthday to You,” sung by all!
And, many more, Rachel!
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Life Magazine, May 16, 1938.
Rachel Harris, a freshman at Rollins
College, diving into fire at a night
exhibition. About a gallon 0f gasoline
was poured on the water and lighted.
She dived through the flames with no
protection whatever.

Rachel in the ‘40s.
Provided by Rachel Reed.

Commentary

Market Scholars

Neighborhood Business?

Jeff Barnouw | Amphitheatre Drive - Leslie Robson | Farmers Market

Joel Holliday | Crest Road

H

ow Del Mar deals with Short Term Rentals (STRs) is
a major issue that is impacting residents throughout
our city and will determine whether we retain the
residential nature of the community that drew us here, or
if commercial interests will prevail to convert our town to
one of mini-hotels.
The city council has addressed this problem and approved
a reasonable compromise ordinance that limits STRs at
any one location in a residential zone to a minimum stay
of 7 days and a total of 28 days per year. However, this
ordinance is opposed by parties with a commercial interest
in having a shorter minimum stay and unlimited days per
year. The Coastal Commission has proposed that a shorter
minimum stay and 100 days per year should be allowed.
Our council, to its credit, has challenged that position.
STRs are rentals for less than 30 days. There are no limits
on the amount of time each year that houses may be rented
for 30 days or more. Extended house swaps and rentals
for the summer or the racing season would not be limited
under the City’s ordinance.
The proliferation of STRs has been stunning, due to
companies such as VRBO and Airbnb using recent internet
technology to make it easy for landlords and vacationers
to connect. But this is just the beginning...companies have
now formed to purchase houses as investments to be rented
out as full time STRs.

from left: Nattapon Thitathan, Paola Medina, Fabian Huertas,
Christina Phillips, “Clarissa” Qing Wang. Photo Leslie Robson.

T

he Del Mar Farmers Market, finally in its new home at
the Civic Center, has announced the recipients of its
annual academic scholarship awards for vendors attending
institutions of higher education. Those selected must work
at least half time at the market and be at least a part time
student.
1. Fabian Huertas, DMFM
market manager, is completing
his degree at CSU San Marcos,
in Business Marketing. This
is his fourth year to receive a
scholarship.

Cities virtually everywhere are struggling to limit this surge
of STRs in response to residents’ complaints of the negative
impacts STRs are having on their neighborhoods.
Why should Del Mar residents be concerned about STRs?

• Del Mar is uniquely vulnerable to the explosion of
STRs, because we are a small beach city facing a
virtually unlimited demand for vacation rentals.
What might be a nuisance to a larger city is an
existential threat to our community as we know it,
because most of our housing is close to a beach that
is comparable to the world’s best.
• Imagine the impact of having an active STR next door.
The constant turnover of renters enjoying their few
days on vacation creates a level of noise, music and
celebratory activity that violates the quiet enjoyment
of your home and neighborhood.
• Many residents in the beach area are particularly
affected by this problem, but so are residents in the
hills. A 5 or 10 minute walk or drive to the beach is
not a barrier to a renter.
• This threat will not be solved immediately by the
continued on page 11

Panny Nhia Yi Ly.
Photo Leslie Robson.

2. Paola Medina helps her
mother at the Valle Products
stand, making quesadillas and
selling honey. She is enrolled at
SD Mesa College and is studying
nursing and French, with a goal
of becoming an RN.

3. Panny Nhia Yi Ly sells the
beautiful breads and pastries her father makes at Le
Rendez-Vous Bakery. Panny is actually still in high school
at Mission Vista High but takes college classes at Mira
Costa Community College.
She plans to study engineering in biology or in medicine
at the University of Sacramento, where she will be able to
enjoy the cultural influences of a large Hmong community.
4. Christina Phillips (fiance of Fabian!) runs Kombucha
Culture, and attends Mira Costa Community College.
Christina is completing her prerequisites to apply for a
masters degree in Occupational Therapy, with an ultimate
goal of helping children with physical and mental
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Streetscape Bulb-out

Facial Grooming
Julie-Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

S

have and
a Haircut!
For men and
boys only at the
newly opened
Debonair
Barber Shop
offering straight
razor shaves,
haircuts and
all round
men’s facial
grooming. The
space at 1202 Camino Del Mar (where Clone use to be) is
sizable. There are three barber chairs at each end and a
play space with a half size pool table in the middle. Master
Barber Lauren Ranes who trained at a family owned 5th
generation barber college in Ohio operates the shop. It is
one of several locations in California, including downtown
San Diego and Carlsbad, owned by Justin Llanes, who
is also an experienced barber. Shop hours are Tuesday
through Saturday, 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM for appointments.
Walk-ins welcomed. Price: $40 per service. Currently there
is a $3 discount for patrons of neighboring Board and Brew
who show their receipt. A grand opening is planned for
March.

Bulb-out in front of the Del Mar Library.
Photo courtesy City of Del Mar.
See Article page 16.

Commentary

continued from page 10

passage of an ordinance. The STR industry is big
business and it views STR regulations as limiting
its growth and profits. It is spending huge amounts
of money to lobby municipalities and states, fund
initiatives and referenda, and file lawsuits all to fight
STR restrictions. This is an issue that our community
will have to deal with for years and will require the
involvement of an active citizenry.
• As residences are purchased and turned into STRs,
our city will be hollowed out as the active volunteer
force of full-time residents that has created our
unique community is displaced by commerciallydriven absentee owners, content to have Del Mar be
a city of mini-hotels.
Our homes provide us peace and comfort, and our
community of friends and neighbors who volunteer
to maintain and improve our city are important parts
of the fabric of our lives. Please keep informed and
be vigilant to protect our residential life from the
corrosive effect of outside commercial interests.

Debonair Barber Shop
Photo Julie Maxey-Allis0n.

Farmers Market
continued from page 10

disabilities. She acts as “Assistant Rule Enforcer” for the
market manager.
5. Nattapon Thitathan, who owns and runs The Pad Thai
Stand, attends Mira Costa College and SDSU and has

long held goals in medicine. Nat works full time building
his businesses and working toward his Masters degree.
6. “Clarissa” Qing Wang, a repeat awardee, farms with her
husband, Ray, and sells their produce at Ray’s Subtropical
Farm. Clarissa is completing the requirements to apply to
nursing school, always maintaining her 4.0 GPA!
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Helping Hands

On the Wing

Jeff Barnouw | Amphitheatre Drive

San Dieguito Lagoon

“W

e’re fortunate to live in Del Mar,” says DMCC
President Terry Kopanski, “where so many of our
neighbors are willing to give some time each month to help
others in the community.” Other than its paid staff of two,
DMCC is all volunteers, over 110. DMCC’s 16 members of
the Board are also volunteers. In all they volunteered over
2100 hours of their time this past year. On February 14
at 2:30 DMCC is having a Valentine’s Day and Volunteer
Appreciation Party at the 9th Street headquarters. We will
celebrate and thank one another.

Ed Mirsky | Hoska Drive

American Avocet.
Photo © Steve Brad.
DMCC’s January Sunday Salon featured the bluegrass band
Prairie Sky. The musical foursome, featuring Dwight Worden,
Ramona Ault, Jeff Smith, Avery Ellisman, played a
variety of musical styles sung through the years.
Photo Julie Maxey-Allison.

Volunteering is its own reward. Our volunteers have found
the contact not only with those, mostly seniors, that we are
able to help, but also with other volunteers, a personally
enriching experience (paraphrasing President Kopanski).
There are never enough volunteers. If we had more, we
could do more. And so the party is also meant to welcome
new and prospective volunteers as well.
One area that is growing and needs to grow is volunteer
drivers. We count 32 now, taking people on personalized
rides, either to doctor’s appointments or on other essential
errands, such as therapy or (for those who can’t take part
in our twice weekly van excursions) shopping. Drivers and
passengers often get to know each other. The past year
counted over 900 personalized rides and over 300 group
van rides to local stores for groceries and supplies. Another
280 van excursions were visits to educational, cultural, and
nature destinations.
Twice a month, on the first and third Tuesdays, in its 9th
Street headquarters, DMCC holds a luncheon for

M

y most memorable experience of spring migration
was on Santa Barbara Island. Birds were flying in the
fog overhead when my friend heard a soft chip call note,
and called out “Wilson’s Warbler.” Soon, another birder
heard a witch call and shouted “Connecticut Warbler.” And
so the morning went as literally hundreds of warblers,
some from wintering grounds as far away as Costa Rica,
landed on the island and immediately began to forage.
Connecticut Warbler? It seems to have taken a “wrong
continued on page 13

about 18 seniors, with other take-out lunches provided for
those who cannot leave home. Often the volunteers who
bring lunch share it with the homebound. Over 400 social
and educational meals were served by volunteers in the last
year.
The list of organized activities includes Health and
Wellness programs with topics like Self-Help Patient
Advocacy and End of Life Choices, plus van trips to
lectures at UCSD’s Center for Healthy Aging, computer and
information technology courses and consultation in the new
Digital Den, Investment Club, Book Club, Singing Group,
Mah Jongg, Bridge, Sunday Salons, Holiday Lunch at St.
Peter’s Church, and Spring Tea.
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Jaws

On the Wing

continued from page 12

Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

turn”; most of its kind use the Atlantic Flyway to reach
breeding grounds in Canada.

Do you wonder what is swimming out there in our sea
waters—with or without you?

The San Dieguito monthly bird count has been conducted
on the first Sunday of the month since 2010. Some of
the highest numbers counted during that period were
589 Western Sandpipers in February 2010, 328 Least
Sandpipers in January 2011, and 660 American Wigeon in
2017 to name a few. We know that not all the individuals of
a species are seen, but the data gives the long-term trends.

T

There are many migration patterns:
• nest at the lagoon and nowhere else. Belding’s
Savannah Sparrow and Ridgeway’s Rail are
examples.
• breed elsewhere and stop at the lagoon and other
coastal mudflats, rocky shorelines, and inland
habitats during migration and in winter. Examples
are Least Sandpiper and Green-winged Teal.
• nest at the lagoon and are joined by migrants
passing through in spring and fall. This is common
among shorebirds such as the American Avocet,
ducks such as Gadwall, and Yellow Warbler and
Peregrine Falcon.
• migrate to the lagoon to breed. The Least Tern
winters across marine coastlines of Central and
South America, and returns to nest on relatively open
beaches and islands kept free of vegetation. None has
nested in any of the five white-sand nest sites built
throughout the lagoon during the restorations, but
there are productive colonies that have endured for
years in the county.

he DMFTalk “Who is Swimming in Our Ocean? Great
White Sharks and Others” answered the question
with the focus on great white sharks as well as other
sea creatures that share the territory, so to speak. This
always fascinating topic was brought to life by the team of
Dr. Heidi Dewar and Nicole Nasby-Lucas. Together they
spoke about who makes our local ocean home and how
they find out. Dr. Dewar’s focus is on the development and
application of electronic tagging technologies to better
understand fish in their natural environment—from
Manta rays to billfish, tunas and sharks. She studies the
movements and behaviors of fish. Nasby-Lucas studies the
migration and habitat of fish and great white sharks. She
talked about her focus of producing a database of sharks at
Guadalupe Island, Mexico where she monitors the patterns
of individual sharks and tracks the overall status of the
population.
Dr. Dewar works with the team at the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Southwest Fisheries Science
Center, that researches highly migratory species collecting
biological data in support of management. She received her
BA in Biology from Oregon State University and her PhD in
Marine Biology from Scripps Institution of Oceanography.
Nicole Nasby-Lucas is a Research Biologist with the
Marine Conservation Science Institute. She earned her
BA in Biology at St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN and her
MS in Marine Resources Management from Oregon State
University, College of Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences.

• non-breeding birds remain at the lagoon while
adults go to the summer breeding grounds. This is
the reason Spotted Sandpipers are seen along the
shores of sloughs and channels during the breeding
season.
• pass through the lagoon on their annual migration
to their breeding grounds. In the spring the Rufous
Hummingbird travel nearly 4,000 miles from
wintering sites in Mexico to breeding grounds in
Alaska and northwest Canada, and make the return
trip in the fall. By the way, our backyard bird often
confused with Rufous is the Allen’s Hummingbird.
These migratory patterns beg the question, How can so
many similar bird species use the lagoon during migration?
A hint is offered by the American Avocet. It sweeps its
upturned bill from side-to-side over the water surface to
collect aquatic invertebrates that are mostly unavailable to
other species. But how do the other shorebirds find enough
food at the lagoon? To answer that question, go to the
lagoon and observe and wonder.

Dr. Heidi Dewar discussing the sizes of sharks.
Photo Bill Morris.

Sandpiper February 2019 Page 13

Art With a View

Sustain Yourself!

Jeff Barnouw | Amphitheatre Drive

S

ince November 2018, when it had to leave its showplace
in the Del Mar Plaza, the Del Mar Art Center has
been looking for a new home. In the meanwhile they have
teamed up with Del Mar Farmers Market for a monthly
exhibition called “Art with a View.” From 1 to 4pm on the
last Saturday of each month you can find a number of
members from the non-profit artists cooperative on the
upper level of the DM Civic Center, showing their work
and discussing it with whoever comes by. A portion of the
proceeds benefits the Farmers Market and DMAC’s chosen
non-profit for 2019, Helen Woodward Animal Center.
Maidy Morhous, well-known sculptor in bronze, is
president of the group, which at a recent Art with a View
was represented, among others, by Julianne Ricksecker,
who works in a number of painting and graphic media;
Joan Thurburn, ceramics; Rosemary Valenti, Claudia
Versiani, Bob Cradic, oil painters; and Mark Sherman
watercolors. Music is provided as well.
The DMAC started in 1998. It supports younger artists with
scholarship and art supply donations. Other venues where
they are currently showing their works include Del Mar
Cinepolis in the DM Highlands shopping center and Chase
Bank in Del Mar. Maidy Morhous reports, “We have an
offer in on space in Del Mar and the Del Mar Rotary Club
has said it will sponsor us to the tune of a $5000 donation.”

Go Green and Recycle
Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

T

oss trash and learn to recycle. It’s tricky.
China doesn’t want our recyclable plastics
any more. While our Del Mar Waste Management
has contracted with other countries who still do,
they are picky and those sources will, probably, in
time, decline. Go to “Go Green Del Mar," on Del
Mar’s city website and find information on the
Climate Action Plan adopted by the city in 2016.
The Zero Waste section will help. Know that only
food-free and liquid-free items can be recycled. The
plastics sporting a triangle and number from 1-7
are recyclable. However, crazily, styrofoam with
the identical identification cannot be. Do recycle
empty clean cans, paper and cardboard. Take care
to put each in the proper container. And, Del Mar’s
Sustainability Advisory Board urges residents to
waste less and use less plastic. Now, plastic bags and
styrofoam are banned and the City is about to ban
plastic straws and stirrers.
Have a good year!

This local artists group is an under-appreciated community
resource. Stop by at the Farmers Market and enjoy their
work. Online, visit www.dmacgallery.com.

Mark Sherman Watercolors.
Photo Karen Aschenbrenner.
Bob Cradic Art.
Photo Karen Aschenbrenner.
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Del Mar Community Calendar
Highlights for FEBRUARY 2019

Del Mar Farmers Market

Every Saturday
from 1-4 pm in the Del Mar Civic Center
DM Community Connections – Adapting to Life
Transitions support group. Friday, February 1, 2:30pm –
4pm, Del Mar Community Building, 225 9th St.
DM Library Kids: InspirArt Studio. Art Program for
K—8th grade children. Learn techniques and principles
that are applicable in the field of fine arts and taught in
professional art training schools. Taught by Canyon Crest
Academy High School Students. Fridays in February,
3:30pm.
DM Library Kids: Matter Minds. Fun science experiments
for elementary aged children to explore science. Saturday
February 2 & 16, 11am. (1st & 3rd Saturday of the month.)
DM Community Connections – Tuesday Lunch

Connections – Reservations Requested. Tuesday, February
5, Noon – 1:30pm, Del Mar Community Building, 225 9th
St.
DM Library Teens & Adults: SDCCU Workshops. Kids,

Identity Theft, Online Privacy (Wednesday, February 6,
3:30pm; Understanding Credit Reports (Wednesday,
February 13, 6pm) ; Psychology of Spending (Wednesday,
February 27, 6pm)

DM Library Kids: Full Stem Ahead. Learn about science,

technology, engineering and math, with a story followed by
an activity. Thursday, February 7. 11am.
DM Foundation - First Thursdays: The Barefoot

Movement. Thu, Feb 7, 7–8:15pm Del Mar Civic Center
Town Hall. Doors open at 6:30 for wine and cheese. Open
to subscription holders only!

DM Foundation - Bluegrass & Beyond: The Barefoot

Movement. Fri, Feb 8, 7:30–9pm Del Mar Civic Center
Town Hall. Doors open at 7:00 Tickets available at www.
delmarfoundation.org/bluegrass.html

DM Community Connections – Board of Directors

DM Community Connections – Dr. Kalina’s Healthy Aging
Forum: “The Love Connection” Tuesday, February 12,
9:30am – 11am, Del Mar Community Building, 225 9th St
Parks & Recreation Committee. February 13, 2019, 4:45
PM - 5:45 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall
DM Library Teens & Adults: Art Instruction. With local
artist, Sandra Dodd. All supplies provided. February 13 &
27, 3:30pm. (2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month.)
Utility Undergrounding Project Advisory Committee.

February 14, 2019, 7:30 AM - 9:00 AM @ Del Mar Town
Hall.
DM Community Connections –Chocolate & Champagne
– Annual Community Celebration and Volunteer
Recognition. Thursday, February 14, 2:30pm – 4pm, Del
Mar Community Building, 225 9th St.
DM Library Teens & Adults: Movie Discussion. Thursday,

February 14, 6pm. See page 3 for details.

DM Community Connections – Adapting to Life
Transitions support group. Friday, February 15, 2:30pm –
4pm, Del Mar Community Building, 225 9th St
DM Library Teens & Adults: Book Talks and Treats. Staff

& readers share reviews and recommendations of recently
read books. Copies are available for check out. Coffee
and snacks. Friday, February 15, 2pm. (3rd Friday of the
month.)

The Del Mar Historical Society meets on Wednesday,

February 13, at 5:00 pm in the conference room at 225 9th
Street. The public is cordially invited to attend.

Traffic, Parking Advisory Committee (TPAC). February
19, 2019, 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall
DM Community Connections – Tuesday Lunch
Connections – Reservations Requested. Tuesday, February
19, Noon – 1:30pm, Del Mar Community Building, 225 9th
St.
San Dieguito Lagoon Committee. February 20, 2019,

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM @ Breezeway North Conference Room

DM Library Teens & Adults: Local Author: Visit by
Regan Walker, author of the novel A Fierce Wind. Saturday
February 23, 1:30pm.
Friends of San Dieguito River Valley, Monday February

25, 4 to 6 p.m in the Breezeway North Conference Room at
Town Hall.

meeting Saturday, February 9, 9am to 10:30am, Del Mar
Community Building, 225 9th St

Business Support Advisory Committee. February 26,

DM Foundation - Special Events: Canine Valentine Meet
& Greet. Sun, Feb 10, 3:30–4:30pm Del Mar Shores Park.
Registration requested at delmarfoundation.org

Finance Committee. February 26, 2019, 4:30 PM - 6:30
PM @ Del Mar Town Hall

Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB). February 11, 2019,

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall.

2019, 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM @ City of Del Mar Town Hall

DM Community Connections – ROMEO (Retired Old
Men Eating Out) Luncheon. Tuesday, February 26, Noon –
1:30pm, Sbicca Del Mar, 215 15th St

City Council Meeting. February 11, 2019, 4:30 PM - 9:00

PM @ Del Mar Town Hall

Arts Advisory Committee. February 27, 2019, 2:00
PM - 4:00 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall

Planning Commission (PC). February 12, 2019, 6:00
PM - 8:00 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall.

Design Review Board (DRB). February 27, 2019, 6:00
PM - 8:00 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall.
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Streetscape Emerging
Ann Gardner | Via Latina

A

s the long awaited Downtown Streetscape emerges
on the east side of Camino del Mar, the City and
construction workers are making sure customers can get
to where they want to go. Banners and window posters
tell us that all businesses and restaurants are open during
construction; side streets are kept open; entrances and
parking are identified, and in some cases cones are set up
in the closed lane with enough space in between for angled
parking in front of a business. Community liaison Rachel
Beld emphasized that the contractor is making every effort
to keep access to businesses open while a lane may be
closed for equipment and construction. She explained this
might mean taking a different route but the goal is to get
customers to wherever they want to be, and that the yellow
vested contract workers are prepared to answer questions
about access.
During construction traffic is reduced to one lane from
generally 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. while old mismatched
sidewalks are being dug up to make way for a continuous
exposed aggregate concrete sidewalk with “bulb-out”
corners and accent paving to promote a pedestrian friendly
environment. The street will feature striped bike lanes and
enhanced crosswalks with pavers, all interspersed with new
trees, plants and street furniture. Three 15-ft. Magnolia
trees will replace the three older Eucalyptus trees in front
of the Library that were determined to be unhealthy.
And, despite the recent rain or any future bad weather,
construction is scheduled to be finished in late June.
The current work, starting at the north end of the Del
Mar Plaza running south to 9th street on the east side,
is expected to continue through March. This month,

The contractor is making every effort to keep access to businesses
open while a lane may be closed for equipment and construction.
Photo Ann Gardner.
Additional photo on page 11.

February, construction will begin on the west side. Beld
holds biweekly public meeting at Town Hall to update
interested persons on construction progress and to answer
questions. The next dates and times are February 4 and 19
and March 4 at 9 a.m. The City also maintains a Downtown
Streetscape website where you can find new updates posted
every Friday as well as a graphic of the final design at the
Downtown Streetscape Project link. You can also click on
a link to receive excellent weekly updates with photos by
email.
The $6.76 million renovation work is being carried
out by San Diego-based Trip-Group Construction and
Development Inc. The cost is funded through voterapproved Measure Q funds (3.9 million), the existing
Streetscape budget ($1.4 million) and $1.5 million in
financing.
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