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It’s a wrap
Tom McGreal | Stratford Court

T

his year the new City Hall project was completed on
time and on budget! The City Council heard the final
project report by Kristen Crane at the November 19th
Council meeting.
The budget of $17.8 million was established in November
of 2015 and the relocation to the new facility was scheduled
for June 30, 2018. The actual relocation took place on
May 29th ahead of schedule and when the accounting dust
settles there will be a small remaining surplus of funds
from the budget.
This was a large-scale complex project that included
all components of design, engineering, environmental
review, entitlement process, project management, the
actual construction with its many inspections and the final
furnishings.
The project not only required the hired construction,
engineering and project management experts, but it
benefitted from a number of local volunteers. The Council
asked Al Corti to serve as a Special Liaison, Don Mosier
to assist with the solar components and the Finance
Committee to monitor the budget. Bob Gans headed up
a sub-committee for the Finance Committee to monitor
the budget, track all change orders, review any budget
variances, usage of the owner’s contingency and the project
funding, which included the long term funding from the
I Bank (a State Institution) as well as private donations
from individuals and the Del Mar Foundation. Bob’s Final
Report was also presented to the Council at the November

Holiday decoration at 1330 CDM.
Photo Julie-Maxey Allison.

19th meeting and it is included in the Agenda packet for
anyone wishing to dig into the details.
Many thanks to the City staff, the volunteers, the neighbors
and the hired experts who navigated their way through the
largest capital improvement project in the City’s history.
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Dear Readers,

Seasons Greetings from all of us on
the Sandpiper Editorial Board!

.
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The Sandpiper does not have a print
issue in January, but we’ll be back in
February.
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Editorial

Civic Civility

T

he recent election in Del Mar came far too close to
mirroring our dysfunctional national political scene.
Facts don’t matter and anonymous personal attacks are fair
game. In Del Mar!
We all live in a beautiful village on the beach. We all should
be able to agree that preserving our lifestyle is in our shared
interest. That is what our Community Plan is all about. We
can debate the merits of various policies to implement our
common vision, but the focus should stay on issues, not
personalities. Some of the vitriol in this campaign assigned
blame for environmental threats to beachfront property to
one candidate.
Threats to property come from wildfires, earthquakes,
flooding, and changes in sea levels. One person does not
control these events. The California Coastal Commission
is a villain when it wants to guide adaptation to sea level
rise but a hero when it loosens regulations on short-term
rentals. The Surfrider Foundation opposes seawalls but
supports sand replenishment. So we agree on some policies
and disagree on others. Then let’s debate the policies and
stop vilifying the messengers.

Thanks to all the candidates who ran for City Council and
personally offered their visions for the future of Del Mar.
Congratulations to Terry Gaasterland and Dwight Worden
on their election. Thanks to Brian Fletcher and Dan Quirk
for their candidacy and willingness to serve.

ELECTION RESULTS
Bud Emerson | Klish Way

A

hard fought campaign this year in Del Mar produced
these result:

Note: A handful of ballots remains to be counted. Final
count to be announced on December 12.

CITY COUNCIL (two seats open)
Terry Gaasterland with 1452 votes came in first and will
take one of the open seats. Her campaign strategy produced
strong support from the beach community as well as votes
from all the other precincts.

Incumbent Dwight Worden came in second with 1178 votes
to retain his seat. A healthy majority of voters rebuked
the anonymous persons who mounted a vicious smear
campaign trying to unseat him.
Brian Fletcher made a strong third place showing with

1053 votes, doing very well in the beach area and garnering
more votes from other precincts.

Dan Quirk’s low budget campaign made a respectable
showing with 567 votes. He offered many new ideas and
solutions which attracted votes from all precincts.
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 49
The Sandpiper is published by the Del Mar Community Alliance, a 501(C)(4)
non-profit. Its purpose is to advocate the Del Mar Community Plan, to foster
informed public and government decision-making regarding issues affecting
the community of the City of Del Mar, and to encourage a social and political
climate favorable to the protection of the community character of the City of
Del Mar and its environs.
Founders’ Circle
Jeff Barnouw remembering Dagmar Barnouw
Chuck Newton Circle
Diana Marquard & Rod Franklin, Richard Thompson
Publishers’ Circle
Mary Ann & Bud Emerson, Chuck Freebern,
Lynn & Charlie Gaylord, Maryka & George Hoover,
Louise Keeling in memory of Dave Keeling,
James Nystrom, Larry Schneiderman, Nancy & John Weare,
Editors’ Circle
Penny & Buck Abell, Patricia & Marc Brutten, Linda & Frank Chisari, Deborah
& Paul Cleveland, Ann Feeney & Don Mosier, Mary & Jeffrey Friestedt, Nancy
Fisher & Mike Salt, Frances & Nicholas Frost, Melissa & Bob Gans, Susan &
Judd Halenza, Linda & Jerry Hirshberg, Ellie & Tim Haviland, Rosanne &
Joel Holliday, Patti & Joe Jelley, Vernie & John McGowan, Sherryl Parks, Suzi
Resnick & Stan Marks, Gloria Sandvik & Harold Feder, Rose Ann & Ira Sharp,
Chic & Joe Sullivan, Jane & Steve Voss, Betty Wheeler & Dwight Worden
Editors: Jeff Barnouw, Bud Emerson,
Ann Gardner, Virginia Lawrence, Julie Maxey-Allison,
Don Mosier, Art Olson, Betty Wheeler.
Webmaster: Virginia Lawrence. Editor Emeritus: John Kerridge.
All staff members and writers are unpaid volunteers. This
publication depends upon the contributions of readers like you.
Make checks payable to Sandpiper, Box 2177,
Del Mar, CA 92014. Contributions are not tax-deductible.

Democrat Mike Levin easily defeated Republican Diane
Harkey to replace disgraced Congressman Darrell Issa, 55%
to 45% (even stronger in the San Diego portion of the two
county district , 59% to 41%)
DEL MAR PROPOSITIONS
Measure P Yes 59% No 41% (amend city general plan)
Measure R Yes 18% No 82% (shoreline protection area)
Measure T Yes 80% No 20% (gas station site 941
redevelopment)
Measure MM Yes 61% No 39% (elementary school bond)

Letters to the Editor
• The Sandpiper welcomes readers’ letters and articles.
• Material submitted must include the writer’s name, street
address, and phone number, and should not exceed 400 words.
• Material selected to be published may be edited or shortened.
Contact us via e-mail or post at:
The Sandpiper, Box 2177, Del Mar, CA 92014
editor@delmarsandpiper.org
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Our Mission
The Sandpiper Editorial Board

O

The Season of Giving
Bob Gans, DMF Past President

I

t’s that time of year again, when we thank
you for supporting the Del Mar Foundation
over the past year, and ask you to renew your
commitment by making a donation.
In October, I wrote about my favorite things
about the Foundation. It was an exhaustive
list that included the full range of our
programming offerings: concerts, educational
talks, programming for young families, and
community building activities like the Annual
Picnic. It also included our grant-making
activities, through which we now allocate
$100,000 per year to support local worthy
causes. It included everything the Foundation
tries to do to make Del Mar a great place to
live and play.
None of this would be possible without all
of you. Chances are that you have already
received a solicitation letter from the
Foundation in the mail. Please respond
generously, either by returning the enclosed
remit envelope, or by going to www.
delmarfoundation.org and hitting the Donate
button on the home page. On behalf of our
entire Board, we are grateful for your support,
and offer you our best wishes for a happy and
healthy holiday season!

ver twenty years ago the Sandpiper was founded by
a group of citizens concerned that an anonymous
publication was printing relentlessly negative, angry
anti-Del Mar rants, including ugly personal attacks
against Council Members. Their goal was to offer a space
where citizen authors could discuss constructive ideas
and issues concerning how to implement the Community
Plan. The explicit intent was to present a more balanced
representation of this unique community to newcomers, as
well as current residents.
All writers were to be identified and civil tone would be
encouraged. It was established as an organ of a non-profit
C4 entity which would enable it to comment on political
matters. All editors and writers serve as volunteers with no
compensation. Printing and mailing costs are covered by
donations. It is produced in print monthly. A few years ago
we established a Sandpiper website.
The Sandpiper mission is explicitely stated on our
editorial page: “Its purpose is to advocate for the Del
Mar Community Plan, to foster informed public and
governmental decision-making regarding issues affecting
the Del Mar community, and to encourage a social
and political climate favorable to the protection of the
community character of the City of Del Mar and its
environs.”
To accomplish this mission, we focus coverage on the three
essential dimensions of the Community’s vision:
• preserving the natural physical environment of the
community including the ocean, the beach, the lagoon,
canyons, parks, open spaces, trees and shrubbery, air,
water, sky, fish, wildlife, even critters.
• managing the built environment to keep all structures
at a human scale and in harmony with the natural
environment.
• involving members of our incredibly rich human talent
bank in ways that enrich the quality of our community life
and inform our public policy decisions.
Over the decades we have benefited from the writing of
hundreds of Del Mar citizens. We have offered space for
commentaries on a variety of issues, especially encouraging
side by side pro and con commentaries. We follow the
workings of City government including staff, City Council,
commissions, and advisory groups. We profile interesting
individuals, community organizations, accomplished
professionals, and local businesses. Just like most news
entities, we editorialize our own views including our
assessments of the experience and qualifications of
candidates for office.
The Sandpiper aspires to represent the many voices of
the community within the bounds of constructive civic
discourse. The paper has continued to evolve over the years
and we welcome readers’ ideas about how we can improve
our process.
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Complete STreets
Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

A

nother “At Last!” It took 22 years for a City Council
to approve and fund a version of the Downtown
Streetscape Project first talked about in 1996. Now, it’s a
go!
Seven blocks of the city’s commercial center, Camino
Del Mar between 9th and Plaza streets at 15th Street, are
about to be redefined as “complete streets” for pedestrians,
cyclists, as well as motorists. The renewed streets will be
paved and stripped for bike lanes and crosswalks, and
street lamps will be added. The redesigned sidewalks,
with rounded “bulb-outs” corners at intersection, will be
interspersed with trees, plants, and street furniture to frill
out the area.
The winning bidder of the $6.76 million construction
contract approved by the City Council in October is San
Diego-based Tri-Group Construction and Development,
Inc. The company will start staging equipment and
materials in the near future but will hold off on major
demolition and serious construction till after the holiday
season. They aim to be finished by July 1, 2019. Digital
signage will alert residents to roadwork, lane closures and
other traffic delays during the tricky traveling time.
The project’s cost is being funded through Measure Q ($3.9
million), the existing Streetscape budget ($1.4 million)
and financing ($1.5 million). Follow along at: Downtown
Streetscape webpage.

No A Fence

Ashley Simpkins, Assistant Program Director

Computer Tutoring returns

Can’t figure out how to get email on your iPhone?
Unsure if your web browser is safe from viruses and
hackers? DMCC’s new volunteer Computer Tutor,
Klaus Gubernator, is now available to help Del Mar
seniors navigate challenges and problems with their
desktops, laptops, smartphones, or tablets. Give
the DMCC office a call or send us an email with your
contact information, describe the challenge you’d like
to address, and Klaus will get in contact with you to
arrange personalized service at a time that works for
both of you. Thank you Klaus!

Life Transitions in Aging

DMCC formed a new group called Life Transitions
in Aging: Sharing our Stories. Facilitated by local
Marriage and Family Therapists Katie Militello
and Denise O’Neil, this group offers seniors the
opportunity to open up about their experience of aging
and share helpful resources with one another. Life
Transitions meets at 2pm on the 1st and 3rd Friday
of each month in the Del Mar Community Building at
225 9th St. No reservation required, but please call our
office if you have any questions.

Upcoming in 2019

Don Mosier | Rimini Road

T

December 2018

he proposed fence along the railroad tracks on the
Del Mar bluff will be delayed for at least a year while
the North County Transit District (NCTD) and the City
of Del Mar study alternatives for safety enhancements.
This study was made public at the November 19th Council
meeting following discussions between NCTD and city
staff in response to the virtually unanimous opposition
to the fencing plan by Del Mar residents. Online petitions
in opposition to the fence proposal garnered almost 2000
signatures. Concerns included blockage of access to the
beach, visual impacts, trapping of pedestrians between
the two fences east and west of the track, and blockage
of potential evacuation routes during wildfires. NCTD
will hire a consultant to work with the city to identify the
preferred measure to ensure pedestrian safety along the
bluff portion of the railroad that was targeted because it
has the most “trespasser” activity of any NCTD rail route.
In an earlier discussion of safe pedestrian crossings,
the council agreed that getting the train tracks off the
bluffs remains a top priority, and that serious planning at
SANDAG should begin now.

In the new year DMCC will continue to plan the most
relevant and useful programming we can provide to
the seniors of Del Mar. In the opening months of 2019,
we’re planning a workshop around estate planning
and an information session on the new tax laws. Our
popular Sunday Salon series, in which seniors gather
at a Del Mar home to learn from or be entertained by
a prominent Del Martian, will feature Dwight Worden
and his bluegrass band. And we’ll have Explorers
excursions to new and interesting points of interest.
Don’t miss out! Make sure you’re on our email list so
that you receive the latest information about these
programs and other exciting opportunities we will be
planning throughout the year. Call our office or visit
dmcc.cc to join the mailing list.

For more information…

Please contact the DMCC office at (858) 792-7565
or dmcc@dmcc.cc for more information on these
programs, or to join our mailing list.
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Candidates Look Back
Terry Gaasterland

Undergrounding Underway

I

n the race for city council, my goal was to conduct a
positive campaign based on the serious issues facing
all of us residing in Del Mar. To be successful, we needed
to create a message that was inclusive and could be easily
understood by all. From the plurality of votes we received,
it would appear my message has been heard and welcomed.
As I walked door to door during the campaign, I heard
people’s concerns directly. They included an unexpected
diversity of thinking on short-term-rentals, a clear wish
to use Measure Q funds for Undergrounding ASAP, and
worries about wildfire risk.
In a nutshell, I ran a positive campaign, stated my
positions on the issues, did not attack any other candidate,
walked door to door throughout the community, stated
my qualifications, and let the Del Mar voters know that
I had the leadership experience to go to work for them. I
believe our approach could be a winning strategy for future
candidates.

Dwight Worden
Del Mar had a great election season. Four candidates
ran for two council seats, all signed the Campaign Fair
Practices Pledge and all followed it. Voter turnout was high
at 70%+. This is the second consecutive contested election,
encouraging after prior cycles when councilmembers
ran unopposed. While campaigning can sometimes be
contentious, the success of our city government depends
on quality candidates articulating and defending differing
views, and an active community choosing the perspectives
and values that will best shape our future.
Our tradition of citizen activism is the best way to bring
forth good candidates for future elections, and our
commitment to civil discourse helps keep the focus on
issues. That includes debating key issues, respecting
different viewpoints, refraining from personal attacks, and
discouraging anonymous material. While the candidates
did a good job on that front, some anonymous activities fell
far short. Let’s work on that.

Brian Fletcher
Although the campaign was very demanding it was so
rewarding to get to know so many good people and make
so many new friends. The clear winner in this election were
Del Mar residents who got the opportunity to voice their
concerns with many now united and mobilized to make
positive change in our community.
From knocking on doors throughout Del Mar, I learned
that many Del Mar residents are frustrated and feel that
they have not been heard when they voice their concerns
to the City Council majority about public safety, the City’s
lack of progress on undergrounding dangerous power lines,
the mistreatment of 38-year employee Pat Vergne that has
contributed to record and wasteful litigation spending,
threatened managed retreat policies, and zoning changes
that violate our Community Plan and compromise our
quality of life without a public vote.

T

he first step in the undergrounding project , a survey
of all the poles and service connections, has been
completed by the city contractor. We will monitor next
steps in this impressive undertaking to be funded by
Measure Q sales tax revenues.

Housing Starts
Two promising starts in our 5/22 program for affordable
housing. Voter approval of the 941 project includes two
affordable units. Also, an application for a pilot program
“granny flat” is making its way through the city approval
process.

Supreme Selection
Del Mar native son Josh Groban has been appointed by
Governor Brown to the California Supreme Court. After
confirmation in December, the Sandpiper will interview
Justice Groban.

Let the Sunshine In
The 80 kW solar system atop City Hall has been granted
permission to operate by San Diego Gas & Electric and is
now generating electricity to power City Hall and Town
Hall and charge the 50kW/hour battery system. Usage
and performance data are being collected by the Center
for Sustainable Energy, and public presentation of the
performance will begin early next year. There has been
heavy use of the electric vehicle charging stations during
the free introduction period that has accounted for about
30% of the total electricity bill. When EV charging is no
longer free, it is expected that use will dimenish and bills
will stabilize.

I am hopeful that this election sent a message to City Hall
and that Terry Gaasterland is able to persuade this Council
to become more receptive to all the citizens of Del Mar.

Dan Quirk
The election and campaign were incredibly positive
experiences for me. It was great being on the campaign
trail, meeting and building genuine bonds with so many
people. We have a passionate and remarkable community
of people who live in Del Mar, all with unique stories to tell
and talents to contribute. As such, the future of Del Mar is
undoubtedly bright. There will always be issues to debate,
but I continue to believe a more data driven approach could
improve governance and reduce resident frustration. In
addition to burying our utility lines, I’d also love to join
or lead the effort on extending the lagoon trail along San
Dieguito Road to complete the Del Mar Scenic Loop Trail,
as stated in the 1976 Community Plan. The data would
show that approximately 110% of residents enthusiastically
support this. Let’s get after it!
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Plaza Perks Up

Bully’s site Smaller

Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

Jeff Barnouw | Amphitheatre Drive

C

O

heers in the Plaza’s top level: Saturday, December 1,
two boutiques opened their doors to the public at the
15th Street Plaza. “Sea Biscuit Del Mar,” named after
the shell, not the horse, is a one-of-a-kind local shop,
a collaboration of three local residents, Patty Brutten,
Laura Glatthorn, Lisa Schoelen. The shop is filled with
an assortment of just right fashions fit for Del Mar along
with an ecclectic variety of gift items. Their shopping bags
are biodegradable and they will deliver to Old Del Mar
addresses.

Adding more sparkle, “Sophia,” is a pop-up shop for the
season and possibly beyond. The shop, an offshoot of the
established jewelry store Loghman & Company around the
corner, offers select gold and silver jewelry, original art,
candles, lotions, and unique gifts.
The boutiques will be joined by Kim Kelly Fit. It will be just
that, a full body fitness studio with classes. In addition, the
facility will feature athletic apparrel and healthy snacks.

n Sept 26 the Hillstone Restaurant Group applied
to the DRB to modify its permit, approved Nov 15,
2017, “to allow a 600-square-foot reduction in floor area,
alterations to proposed landscaping, overall building form
and footprint, as well as removal of one level of a two-level
subterranean parking structure.” There was no objection to
their application, which was approved without discussion.
In part this retrenchment responds to concerns about noise
and congestion expressed by neighbors, particularly in the
alley to the west, but for the most part it seems to be based
on recalculation of the bottom line. By eliminating 600
square feet of floor space (4768 down to 4169) and reducing
the area of the outdoor patio in the front along Camino
Del Mar from 451 to 388, Hillstone reduced the parking
requirement (one stall for every 90 sq. ft. of gross floor
area) from 78 to 56 stalls. In fact their proposed parking
goes from 82 down to 59.
This decrease makes it possible to do without the extra
level of underground parking, which means a significant
reduction of construction costs. The parking structure now
will have two levels, one at alley level and one below ground
(30 stalls in all) and the balance on outdoor surface and in
the alley.
In the rear the proposed setback expanded from 17 to 31
feet, 3 inches, while a proposed “garden” of 1197 sq. ft. is
replaced by an “egress court” of 282 sq. ft. There will still be
outdoor seating in the street-front patio, accommodating 6
tables.
Kelly Wallace, Hillstone’s project designer, said they are
now busy with drawings and should apply for a building
permit in March 2019 and hope to start construction in
early June.
Hillstone is a 40-year old family-owned enterprise based in
Los Angeles, with 50 restaurants across the country; those
in California include Beverly Hills, Santa Barbara, Napa
Valley, Corona del Mar and Irvine.

Photos Julie Maxey-Allison.
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Roving Teen Reporter

Nuke NEAR DROP

“Never Again” Here

Don Mosier | Rimini Road

Eve Gross | Torrey Pines High School Senior

O

n May 31, Torrey Pines High School students woke up
to an email informing them that school was cancelled.
A former student had threatened to shoot up the school.
“To be honest, when we received the shooting threat I
didn’t really feel anything,” Plewe, a TPHS senior, said. “I
feel like we’re all so used to gun violence and shootings now
that most students didn’t feel the full effect of the threat
and were just happy to have a day off of school … everyone
is so desensitized.”

T

he Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has
released a preliminary report on the August 3rd
accident where a cannister loaded with highly radioactive
nuclear fuel rods became lodged at the top of its storage
container 18 ft above its intended position during transfer
from the cooling pool at San Onofre Nuclear Generating
Station (SONGS).
The fuel cannister was lodged on the shield rings at the
top of the storage container instead of passing through the
rings had it been properly aligned.

That threat was preceded by two others to the school
by current students near the beginning of 2018, one of
which prompted the postponement of a pep rally. In
March, a Canyon Crest Academy student was arrested for
making shooting threats. With such a high risk of tragedy
surrounding the schools, and the increasing normalization
of mass shootings, students are wondering how they can
protect their own lives in a place intended to eliminate that
worry.
Plewe said that TPHS’s decision to close a parking lot gate
during school hours is “more of a nuisance to the kids that
need to use that gate than a protective measure” and that
there is little that the school can do without restricting
students’ freedom.
“It’s awful that it’s a problem that the school should have to
be concerned with,” Plewe said. “They should only need to
be concerned with teaching students and guiding them, not
making sure they’re not getting shot at.”
At CCA, students have created a Team Enough club to
recruit more young people to join the fight against gun
violence. Sharma-Welsh, one of the club’s presidents, said
that they are currently planning a town hall for January
called “Finding Common Ground” to devise larger scale
solutions that the majority can agree upon.
“[The people in our club] want the bloodshed to stop,”
Sharma-Welsh said. “They don’t want to be scared every
time they see a shadowy figure walk by their classrooms.
They don’t want to be scared that they will be killed by a
student in their class who has a temper.”
Club members, who currently total around 15, meet every
other week to discuss recent mass shootings and articles
on the topic, Sharma-Welsh said. Ultimately, the club’s
goal is to promote sensible regulations, like mandatory
background checks.
As evidenced by the large volume of students engaging
in anti-gun violence activism across the country, many
students agree that preventive measures must start on the
side of the weapon, not the school.

Shield Ring
Gussets

Seismic Restraints

SONGS Shield Ring Source: Picture from San Onofre Special
Inspection Webinar, NRC Region IV, Arlington, TX, 11/08/18.

Transfer of additional fuel cannisters was suspended a few
days after the incident, and NRC staff conducted an onsite
inspection September 10-14th. The recommendations
arising from that inspection were recently released by the
NRC. In NRC jargon, the findings were:
• Two Preliminary Escalated Findings (Escalated means
more serious violations)
– Failure to provide redundant drop protection
– Failure to report (incident reported by whistleblower)
• Three Preliminary Severity Level IV Violations (Level IV
is the highest on the NRC scale)
– Procedures
– Corrective actions
– Training
• Management Oversight Weaknesses

continued on page 9

“Everyone is affected by gun violence, but elected
representatives across the country haven’t done much to
stop it,” Sharma-Welsh said. “Students should be able
to learn in a safe environment; instead, classrooms are
becoming war zones. If we want things to change, we have
to take a stand.”
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RESORT EIR On Hold

DMFTalks

Ann Gardner | Via Latina

Out of this World

L

ast month Zephyr took down the story poles for the
proposed Del Mar Resort above Dog Beach and said,
taking into consideration concerns voiced by both Del Mar
and Solana Beach residents about the size of the project,
they would come back with a revised plan early next year.
As a result, according to Del Mar Project Planner Matt
Bator, the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will
be delayed to include review of the revised plan and is not
expected to be released until early 2019.

Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

N

ovember’s DMFTalk speaker, Dr. Susan Kurtik,
took the audience on an outer space voyage as
she described her various job experiences. During her
extraordinary career she worked for Jet Propulsion
Laboratory’s (JPL) deep space missions, including Voyager,
Galileo, Cassini, various Asteroid and Comet Missions, and
the Mars orbiter and lander missions for 26 years before
retiring.

The Draft EIR is being prepared by an environmental
consultant selected by the City of Del Mar and will “address
traffic, geotechnical and bluff stability, greenhouse gas
emissions, community character and other areas impacted”
by the project as required by the California Environmental
Quality Act. The Draft will released for public review
for a minimum of 45 days which can be extended for up
to 90 days according to Del Mar’s Supplemental CEQA
Guidelines. Written comments on the draft will be
responded to in writing by the City. The final EIR including
public comments, responses to comments and any revisions
will be considered by the Planning Commission and
certified by the City Council on a simple majority vote.
Public review of the Draft EIR initiates Step 2 of the
“formal” Specific Plan Process for a proposed Resort project
that would allow commercial/visitor uses in a low density
residential zone in exchange for extraordinary benefits to
the City. According to a September 17 staff report a nonaction public meeting will also be held by the Planning
Commission in the middle of the draft EIR review period
for a “public information/review of the DEIR.”
Presumably the original dates for the Economic, Design,
Planning Commission and City Council reviews and
hearings will be pushed beyond the estimated start time of
spring 2019. However it is important to continue checking
the City website at the “Proposed Del Mar Resort Specific
Plan” link in the lower right hand corner for updates. You
can also sign up for “Notify Me” available at that link or
contact Project Planner Matt Bator at mabator@delmar.
ca.us to be added to a list of interested parties.

Nuke near drop
continued from page 8

The NRC Recommended corrective activities were:
• Increased training requirements
• Procedure enhancements
• Equipment enhancements
• Oversight improvements
The decision on whether or not Southern California Edison
will be fined for these violations will not be made until NRC
can evaluate the corrective measures.

Dr. Susan Kurtik. Photo Bill Morris.

During those years she managed telecommunications
service support for missions using NASA’s Deep Space
Network (DSN), including NASA missions and missions
with our international partners, European Space Agency
(ESA), Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, and Indian
Space Research Organization. She was part of a team of
engineers and scientists involved in space exploration
around the world. She witnessed first hand all mission
critical events in the JPL Deep Space Operations Center.
Her most recent involvement included support for landing
the Curiosity rover on the surface of Mars, helping ESA
land on a comet, and helping India reach Mars on their first
mission to the red planet. She currently uses her position
as a Solar System Ambassador to inspire people, young
and adult, with the wonder, excitement, challenges and joy
of deep space exploration. Dr. Kurtik holds an MS degree
in Physical Chemistry from UC Los Angeles and a PhD in
Computer Science from UC Santa Barbara.
The most controversial finding in the NRC report was that
no radioactivity would have been released had the fuel
canister fallen 18 feet. This assumption was immediately
challenged by a number of experts, and the manufacturer
of the canister, Holtec International, was unable to provide
any test data on the thin stainless steel cannister integrity
after such a fall while containing 45 tons of fuel rods. The
transfer of more fuel rods remains on hold until the NRC
approves the recommended corrective actions.
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Del Mar Community Calendar
Highlights for DECEMBER 2018

Del Mar Farmers Market

Every Saturday
from 1-4 pm in the Del Mar Civic Center

DM Library Teens & Adults: Matter Minds. Fun science
experiments for elementary aged children to explore
science. Saturday December 1 & 15, 11am (1st & 3rd
Saturday of the month.)
DM Library Kids: Matter Minds. Fun science experiments

for elementary aged children to explore science. Saturday
December 1 & 15, 11am (1st & 3rd Saturday of the month.)

Parks & Recreation Committee. December 12, 2018, 4:45
PM - 5:45 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall.
Design Review Board (DRB). December 12, 2018, 6:00

PM - 8:00 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall.

DM Library Teens & Adults: Art Instruction. With Sandra
Dodd. All supplies provided. Wednesday, December,12 &
26, 3:30pm. (2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month.)
DM Foundation - Community Night Out: Celebrate at La
Tienda. Thu, Dec 13, 6–9pm La Tienda 1342 Camino Del
Mar.
DM Library Kids: Pre-school Play. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. Thursday, December 13 & 27,
3:30pm.
City Council Meeting. December 17, 2018, 4:30 PM - 9:00

PM @ Del Mar Town Hall.

Traffic Parking Advisory Committee (TPAC). December

18, 2018, 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall.

DM Community Connections – Tuesday Lunch

City Council Meeting. December 3, 2018, 4:30 PM - 9:00

PM @ Del Mar Town Hall.

Connections. Tuesday, December 18, Noon to 1:30pm, Del
Mar Community Building, 225 9th St.

Finance Committee. December 4, 2018, 4:30 PM - 6:30
PM @ Breezeway North Conference Room.

San Dieguito Lagoon Committee. December 19, 2018,
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM @ Breezeway North Conference Room.

DM Library Teens & Adults: Adult Yoga. With Lynne
Truong. Tuesdays in December 4, 11 & 18, 12pm.

DM Foundation - Del Mar Foundation Board Meeting.
Thu, Dec 20, 8-9:30am 225 9th St.

DM Library Teens & Adults: Chair Yoga. Chairs provided.
Wednesdays in December, 10:30am & 11:30am.

DM Library Kids: Rady’s Toddler Time Class. Literacy,
music and movement for toddlers. Thursday, December 20,
10am.

DM Library Teens & Adults: Conversational Spanish
Instruction. Wednesdays December, 6pm.
DM Foundation - First Thursdays: Pacific Coast Harmony.
Thu, Dec 6, 7–8:15pm Powerhouse. Open to subscription
holders only!

DM Library Kids: Rady’s Baby Story Time. Literacy, music
and movement for infants. Thursday, December 20, 11am.
DM Foundation - Young Del Mar:Winter Solstice Concert
with Hullabaloo. Fri, Dec 21, 4–5pm Powerhouse Park

DM Library Kids: InspirArt Studio. Art Program for

K—8th grade children. Taught by Canyon Crest Academy
High School Students. Friday, December 7 & 14, 3:30pm.

DM Library Teens & Adults: Book Talks and Treats. Coffee
and snacks. Friday December 21, 2pm. (3rd Friday of the
month.)

DM Community Connections – Board of Directors

Arts Advisory Committee. December 26, 2018, 2:00

DM Library Teens & Adults: 3D Print Class. Intro to

DM Foundation - First Thursdays: North Coast Rep. Thu,
Jan 3, 2019, 7–8:15pm Powerhouse. Open to subscription
holders only!

meeting.Saturday, December 8, 9am – 10am, Del Mar
Community Building, 225 9th St.
3D printing with the Del Mar branch 3D printer. All
experience levels welcome. Saturday, December 8, 1pm.

DM Library Kids: Toddler Yoga. Thursday, December 8 &

PM - 4:00 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall.

DM Community Connections – Transitions in Aging
support group. Friday, January 4, 2pm – 3:30pm, Del Mar

26, 10am & 10:45am.

Community Building, 225 9th St.

DM Library Teens & Adults: Meditation. Practice the

DM Community Connections – Dr. Kalina’s Healthy Aging
Forum. Tuesday, January 8, 9:30am to 11:30am, Del Mar
Community Building, 225 9th St.

ancient art of meditation. Wednesday, December 9, 6pm.
Special City Council Meeting. December 10, 2018, 5:00

PM - 9:00 PM @ Del Mar Town Hall.

DM Community Connections – Dr. Kalina’s Healthy Aging
Forum: Celebrating Life. Tuesday, December 11, 9:30am to
11:30am, Del Mar Community Building, 225 9th St.
DM Foundation - Cultural Arts Committee Meeting. Wed,
Dec 11, 8:30–10:00am Powerhouse.

DM Community Connections – Board of Directors
meeting. Saturday, January 12, 9am – 10am, Del Mar
Community Building, 225 9th St.
DM Community Connections – Estate Planning Workshop
– Reservations requested. Monday, January 14, 3pm –
4pm, Town Hall.
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Window decoration at the Bella Villa Hair Studio.
Photos Julie Maxey-Allison.

Sandpiper December 2018 Page 11

Visit the
Sandpiper
online!

SA N D P I P E R
DEL MAR’S COMMUNITY JOURNAL
Box 2177, Del Mar, CA 92014

DATED MATERIAL

www.delmarsandpiper.org

Thar she blows
Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Sttreet

I

t’s December! Busy time! It’s busy, too, for gray whales. Now through February
some 20,000 will parade south through our waters on their annual migration
from Alaska to the lagoons of Baja California where the many pregnant mothers
will give birth to their calves.These warm-blooded gray whales, the official
California marine mammal, are on the first half of their 10,000 mile round trip, the
longest known annual migratory route for any animal.
Take time to catch their passing show. Look west. Scan the horizon. Out there, on
the calm Pacific Ocean stage, you’ll spot the whale’s spectacular performance art:
white plume-like puffs shooting up 6-12 feet high. The spouts are their exhales,
warm air from blowholes on the top of their heads as they breathe. They usually
surface every three to five minutes, though they can stay submerged up to fifteen.
When traveling in a group, or pod, their misty jets look to be a steam engine on the
move. Don’t be sidetracked by bird splashes. Extra sharp eyes may spy a fluke as
they dive down.
They are sizable, though merely mid-size on a whale scale, at 40-50 feet long and
50,000-80,000 pounds. We wouldn’t be seeing them without the International
Whaling Commission, established 1946, that regulates whaling across the world’s
oceans. By the 1940s commercial whalers had killed off all but 2000 gray whales.
They recovered and were removed from endangered species list in 1994.

Petting a whale.
Photo Julie Maxey-Allison.

Once arrived in the Baja California lagoons, San Ignacio being one of the favorites, the females give birth. The newborn
calves weigh in at about 1500 pounds, measure 12 to 15 feet long and are actually adorable. They linger in the lagoons for
several months while the calves grow large and strong enough for the
return trip.
If you miss them on their southern trek, there is a second chance to see
the whale show as their return north. They may swim closer in, with
the calves on the shore side, possibly to protect them from attacks from
predators.

Whale letting off steam. Photo Don Mosier

Another option is to go out on a whale watching boat from a local
harbor. Or, should you want to meet the new families face to face in Baja
California, there are groups tours from San Diego to the lagoons and
onto open panga boats. There, amazingly, for a very specific slot of time,
the mother and calf whales are social. They “spy hop” half way out of the
water to take in the scene and some glide close to a panga to investigate.
Once they make friends with people, they approach the boats and, like
puppies, like to be petted.
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