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InspirArt (weekly volunteer led program by high school students).  
Courtesy Del Mar Library.

Thank you! 
It takes a Community
Polly Cipparrone | Branch Manager, Del Mar Branch Library

 

With the Del Mar Library beginning its 104th year 
of service to this community, it’s a great to time 

to share with you some of the Library’s milestones and 
accomplishments from the past year.

•    All-time Branch Record: 226,543 items were checked 
out by Del Mar Library customers in fiscal year 2016-
2017.  This is the highest number of check-outs on 
record for this library.

•    Highest Level of Teen Volunteer Participation: Twenty-
five high school students volunteered at Del Mar Library 
during June, July, and August 2017, one of the highest 
levels of teen participation during the summer.

•    Volunteer-led Library Programs: 17 of the Del Mar 
Library’s ongoing library programs were led by 
volunteers during the fiscal year.

In and of themselves, these numbers are tremendous.  

They indicate a 
vibrant, active, 
engaged library 
and customers.  
However, what 
makes this branch 
vibrant, active, 
engaged is you! 

Each year, 
approximately 
40 community 
adults volunteer 
at Del Mar 
Library.  Some 
volunteers shelve 
library materials.  Others participate on the Friends of the 
Del Mar Library Board to raise funds for library programs.  
(Programs such as the annual bluegrass concert series and 
Tiny Tots Yoga are completely funded by the Friends of the 
Del Mar Library.)  Still other volunteers lead programs such 
as the Meditation or Spanish Conversation for Beginners 
classes.

Every month, approximately 3,000 people visit the Del 
Mar Library.  They may be checking out items, learning 
to use the library’s eBooks, attending library classes or 
storytimes, or using the library’s computers and wi-fi.  
And, this includes tourists visiting Del Mar who may be 
curious about the history of the library building, interested 
in learning about the community, needing to print their 
airline tickets, purchasing a used book at the Friends of the 
Library kiosk for their plane ride back home, or asking for 
recommendations for great local food.

Regardless of how, why, when you use the library, it is you 
who makes the Del Mar Library the community hub that it 
is, so give yourselves a pat on the back!  Here’s to a great 
coming year at the Del Mar Library. 
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Editorial

The Sandpiper is published by the Del Mar Community 
Alliance, a 501(C)(4) non-profit. Its purpose is to advocate 
the Del Mar Community Plan, to foster informed public and 
government decision-making regarding issues affecting the 

community of the City of Del Mar, and to encourage a social and 
political climate favorable to the protection of the community 

character of the City of Del Mar and its environs. 
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The FIre nexT TIme

For years, we have watched our California 
neighborhoods, near and far, go up in flames. We have 

watched wildfires, started with a spark, turn houses to 
ashes in a flash. We have seen the sky turn dark. We have 
smelled the smoke, breathed in the ash.

The latest 2017 wildfires in Northern California have been 
the deadliest in state history. They traveled fast, some 12 
miles in 3 hours. The loss is many lives, homes, businesses. 
The cost is in the  billions of dollars. With global warming 
generating more frequent, more severe droughts, wildfires 
are already more common. The danger is intensifying. With 
this “season” possibly past, now is the time to educate 
ourselves, take stock and prepare.

It can happen here and did in 1889. The luxurious hotel 
Jacob Taylor built on 10th Street, the Casa Del Mar, burned 
down. The rest of the town might have too but for a lucky 
twist in the direction of the wind. It almost happened again 
in 2007 when the Witch Creek fires came close. Residents 
in many Del Mar neighborhoods evacuated, but no houses 
were touched.

Others were not so fortunate. The Witch Creek, Guejito, 
and Rice Canyon fires destroyed over 1,300 homes in 
southern California, killed two people, caused massive 
evacuations and burned more than 200,000 acres. The 
fires started from a dead tree falling on a San Diego Gas 
and Electric (SDG&E) power line. Whether SDG&E’s 
shareholders or its customers will pay for the $379 million 
in damages has been strongly contested; the California 
Public Utilities Commission voted 5-0 on November 30 to 
deny SDG&E’s request to charge its ratepayers (customers) 
for the damages, because it had not operated its electrical 
system in a “reasonable and prudent” manner leading up to 
the fires. This fight may well continue in the courts.

After the devastating 2007 wildfires, San Diego County 
added new incentives to the protocol to aid in preventing 
and combating regional wildfires. A Fire Authority was 
formed to coordinate the communication system between 
the 16 stations covering more than 1.5 million acres. As to 
equipment, the number of “brush rigs” adapted for wildfires 
is up from 2 to 13 and a few fire fighting helicopters and 
air tankers have been added. SDG&E has replaced some 
wooden poles with steel poles, trimmed more trees near 
power lines, and added more than 100 weather monitoring 
stations. The utility also initiated a controversial program 
to turn off power when weather conditions could endanger 
power lines and now more closely monitors extreme fire 
danger areas.

However, as we have witnessed, fire departments can’t do 
it all. Prevention is everyone’s community responsibility. 
It is immediately important that we all think through the 
various precautions available to limit the probability of fire 
and learn how to be ready, if necessary, to evacuate. 

Simple first steps can help. A few: Define a defensible 
space around your house. Clear it. Remove dead plants, 
grass, dry wood, debris. Fall is the perfect time to trim trees 
of dead material and away from structures. Choose fire 
retardant materials when remodeling. Keep your smoke 
detectors updated. Be ready for the worst.  Make a wildfire 
evacuation plan for your family and pets, including a 
communication plan. Put together an emergency supply 
kit. Coordinate with neighbors via a group text on smart 
phones. Of course, if you see smoke, report it. We are all 
vulnerable.

This is a start. More articles will follow in future Sandpiper 
issues. 

The following links are useful to understand how to move 
forward implementing your plans.
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useful websites:
www.sandigeo.gov/fire/ready-set-go

www.calfire.ca.gov

www.readyforwildfire.org  

• Evacuation Tips. 

• Animal Evacuation Tips. 

• Homeowners Checklist – How to make 
your home fire safe. 

• Before, During and After a Wildfire. 

The FIre nexT TIme
continued from page 2

holiday Baskets Program 
The Community Resource Center is holding its 35th Annual 
Holiday Baskets Drive and donations are being sought for 
unwrapped toys, gently-used or new blankets (Queen, 
Double and Twin sizes), as well as jackets/coats of all 
sizes, especially children’s sizes.  Donations are accepted 
at Del Mar City Hall, located at 2010 Jimmy Durante 
Boulevard, Suite 120, Del Mar, CA 92014 during normal 
business hours from November 13 – December 12, 2017.

holiday Parking
The City of Del Mar will offer free parking in designated 
areas in downtown Del Mar for customers throughout 
the holiday season. The all-day parking gift from the 
City includes complimentary downtown parking where 
holiday bags are posted. The free parking takes place from 
November 23-26, December 2-3, 9-10, 16-17, 23-24, 30-31 
and January 1.

Brand new Brand
Formerly known as the “Garden project,” the developers 
are intending to create a new brand and identity to 
differentiate this very new proposal from the previous one. 
An EIR is currently underway with the first Community 
Participation Program (CPP) targeted for the first quarter of 
2018 and a pubic vote planned in November 2018.

Watermark down
After feedback from the pubic, DRB, and Planning 
Commission the Watermark proposal has evolved to 38 
market rate units and 8 affordable units. Target date for the 
formal review process is first quarter 2018.

rovIng Teen rePorTer
governing guns
Sammy Hallal | Torrey Pines High School Senior

O rlando, Dallas, Las Vegas and now Sutherland 
Springs. Unthinkable tragedies like these have 

become normalized in what is supposed to be the most 
advanced nation on Earth. In 2017 alone there have been 
13,790 deaths caused by firearms, a number far higher than 
that of any other developed nation. Even with this startling 
statistic only continuing to rise, our Congress has not 
taken any action on this issue. 

“Our Congress, especially those on the right, are in the 
pockets of the [National Rifle Association], Anabella, 
a student at Torrey Pines High School said. “They care 
more about getting reelected than the lives of the very 
constituents who put them in office, which is why they sit 
by as more people get murdered.”

A few decades ago the NRA was known for its promotion 
of gun safety and advocated gun ownership for hunting 
and home protection.  Today, it has become far more 
recognizable as one of the strongest political forces 
advocating an extreme interpretation of the second 
amendment right to bear arms, aggressively opposing 
regulations such as expanded background checks and 
a ban on bump stocks that accelerate a semi-automatic 
rifle’s rate of fire.  Ninety-four percent of Americans support 
gun-legislation that supports universal background checks 
for all people trying to purchase a firearm, according to 
a poll done by Quinnipiac University. Still, the legislation 
has repeatedly been struck down by Congress before even 
reaching the floor for debate due to the NRA’s opposition.  

“It is our right to bear arms,” Jack, a student at Cathedral 
Catholic High School said. “When laws are passed banning 
certain guns or making them harder to get, that is an 
infringement on our rights.” 

To put the Las Vegas shooting into perspective, one of the 
deadliest days in the U.S. military’s modern history was in 
the battle of Fallujah. Fifty-four soldiers were killed and 425 
were shot. In a span of eight minutes, we saw death and 
injury tolls even higher in Las Vegas, with 59 killed and 527 
injured, begging the question of why assault weapons like 
those used in Vegas are even available to the public. 

“Assault weapons have one purpose, and that is to kill,” 
Yasmeen, a student at Francis Parker High School said. 
“Despite what gun control advocates might claim, these 
guns should not and cannot be on the streets.” 

No matter what your opinion on gun regulation, it cannot 
be denied that there is a major issue with guns in the 
United States, and something must be done to stop the 
casualties. As our Congress continues to line their pockets 
and secure their seats in the next election cycle, their 
constituents are paying the price, and this cannot continue 
to go on. The safety and lives of the American people 
depend on it. 



Sandpiper December 2017 Page 4

PLease gIve

This is the time of year that we ask you to 
remember the Del Mar Foundation in your annual 
giving plans.  In case you have forgotten why we 
need your support, here is a brief rundown of our 
activities over the past year:

•Tens of thousands of dollars in Grant Awards 
to Del Mar Lifeguards, Del Mar Library, Del Mar 
Garden Club, Community Emergency Response 
Team, Free Flight Exotic Bird Sanctuary, San 
Dieguito River Valley Conservancy, Del Mar TV, 
Community Connections, and more;  •Summer 
Twilight Concerts; •First Thursdays cultural 
arts series; •Bluegrass and Beyond concerts; 
•DMF Talks; •Cinema by the Sea movie series; 
•Meet & Greet social gatherings; •Brunch with 
the Band children’s concerts;  •Annual Events, 
including the Picnic at Powerhouse Park; Earth 
Day Celebration; Easter Egg Hunt; Fourth of July 
Parade; Spooktacular Beach Bonfire; Halloween 
Dog Parade; Downward Doggie Yoga; Bourbon, 
Bluegrass & the Breeders’ Cup . . . Need we go on?

Soon, you are likely to receive our annual appeal 
letter in the mail.  Please respond generously, either 
by returning the enclosed envelope, or by going to 
our website at www.delmarfoundation.org/ , and 
hitting the donate button on the home page.

Thank you for making this one of the best years 
in the history of the Foundation.  On behalf of our 
entire Board, best wishes for a happy and healthy 
holiday season.

Bob Gans, President

reTreaT on remove
Don Mosier | Rimini Road

The October 26th meeting of Del Mar’s Sea Level Rise 
Technical Advisory Committee considered a revised 

draft document that eliminated the “move or remove” 
option for residential houses when the annual risk of 
extreme flooding events reaches 15%. The recommendation 
to remove and relocate public infrastructure (the firehouse, 
public works buildings, and the 21st Street pump station) 
at this risk level was retained.  In response to resident 
complaints about protection of the North Beach area 
from 15th Street to the San Dieguito River, the revised 
draft emphasized the historic importance of this district 
and placed more emphasis on sand replenishment, 
preservation and enhancement of sea walls, and protection 
of property. The word “retreat,” which inspired such angst 
among local residents, is still in the document but now has 
more conditions and is more focused on public property. 
Here is the new definition from the draft Executive 
Summary:

“Retreat strategies, which relocate existing development as 
necessary out of hazard areas and limit the construction 
of new development in vulnerable areas in a manner that 
considers property rights and avoids regulatory takings 
without just compensation. Examples where this strategy 
could be used for public property include relocation of 
public facilities, roads, and infrastructure. “

The adaptation strategies for sea level rise have 
been reorganized into region-specific chapters, with 
draft chapter 9 focused on North Beach. Here are the 
vulnerability assessment, adaptation options, and 
monitoring recommended in the draft document:

Vulnerability assessment: 

  Public access along the beach (horizontal access) will 
be lost due to beach erosion with 1 to 2 feet of sea-level 
rise. 

  Beach erosion and coastal storms will threaten sea 
wall integrity and increase flooding and storm damage. 

  Low-lying roads and properties in North Beach will be 
highly vulnerable to coastal and river flooding, including 
the blocks between Ocean Front and Camino Del Mar/
Coast Blvd and the blocks directly east of Camino Del 
Mar/Coast Blvd. 

  The present low to moderate vulnerability to coastal 
flooding and wave damage will become a high 
vulnerability with 1 to 2 feet of sea-level rise, for low-
lying roads and properties in North Beach, including the 
City’s 17th St Beach Safety Center. 

Beach adaptation options: 

Beach and dune nourishment 
Raise/improve sea walls and revetments 
Sand retention measures 
Raise structures 
Relocate public infrastructure 

Beach adaptation monitoring: 
Beach width 
Flooding and storm damage frequency 
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deCemBer 2017
Ashley Simpkins, Office Administrator

dmCC’s sunday salon
Our Sunday Salon program carries on a 
centuries-old tradition of enlightened people 
gathering together to learn. Del Mar friends and 
neighbors assemble on a Sunday afternoon in 
a private home to share light refreshments and 
enjoy live music or a lecture from a prominent 
member of the community about their area of 
expertise. Recent Salons have featured Garden 
Guru Pat Welsh discussing her “riches to rags” 
immigrant upbringing, and Candace Kohl 
discussing her research into meteorites. Our 
next Salon, on January 28, will feature a private 
concert from eclectic bluegrass band Prairie 
Sky, featuring Del Mar’s own Councilmember 
Dwight Worden. Join our mailing list to be 
notified when our guest list opens for this event. 

need a ride?
Did you know about DMCC’s transportation 
services for senior and disabled members of 
the community? We have several free services 
to help you get around town and live more 
independently; we can help with grocery 
shopping, medical appointments, and other 
essential errands. Please contact our office to 
find out if you qualify. 

Wishing you & yours happiness in the 
new year
2017 has been a great year for DMCC. We look 
forward to celebrating the beginning of 2018 as 
we add programs and activities, but now is a 
great time to take stock of everything we have 
in our lives. We live in one of America’s most 
beautiful cities and we are so fortunate to be 
surrounded by a community that gets involved 
and truly cares for neighbors. We wish for you a 
safe and celebratory holiday season, and we’ll 
see you in the new year!

For more information…
Please contact the DMCC office at (858) 792-
7565 or dmcc@dmcc.cc for more information 
on these programs, or to join our mailing list.

Q moves
Dan Quirk | 23rd Street

M easure Q, a 1% sales tax increase for the City of Del 
Mar, passed in the November 2016 election with 

a 66.5% voter approval. While the tax is a general fund 
tax and not a specific fund tax, the public debate during 
the campaign identified the key purpose of the tax to 
be for infrastructure projects— primarily streetscape 
improvements, the Shores Park redevelopment, and utility 
undergrounding. City Council officially acknowledged 
these three projects at its October 23rd meeting. City 
Council also named the initial members of the Measure Q 
Oversight Committee in October, including Tom McGreal, 
Jim Benedict, Al Corti, William Jurewitz, and Dan Quirk. 
The tax, which went into effect in April, is estimated to 
generate approximately $2 million per year in revenue and 
can comfortably fund a bond issuance to finance all three 
projects. Pay-as-you-go is not necessary.

The downtown streetscape project is moving forward 
quickly, with construction set to begin as early as spring 
2018. The project is now in the City’s 10-year CIP (Capital 
Improvement Plan) for a total of $4.8 million. The designs 
call for wheelchair accessible crosswalks, wider sidewalks, 
and an abundance of trees. More information can be found 
at www.delmar.ca.us/downtownstreetscape/.

The Shores Park redevelopment is also moving forward, 
and cost estimates from the Schmidt Design Group should 
be coming soon. There were initially three designs being 
evaluated, updated in May 2017 to collaborate more closely 
with the neighboring Winston School’s redevelopment 
plans. However, at the November 6 City Council meeting, 
Council moved closer to a final decision by requesting 
cost estimates on only concepts A and C, the two which 
incorporate underground parking at the southwest end of 
the park. More information can be found at www.delmar.
ca.us/452/Shores-Park-Master-Plan/.

City Council recently created the Undergrounding 
Committee to spearhead the project, which has an initial 
cost estimate of $18.1 million. The issues of laterals 
(individual home connections) and reimbursements to 
residents who undergrounded prior to the vote will be 
included as tasks for the committee. Additionally, the 
committee will hire a consultant to guide the project. 
Looking ahead, the initial consultant report also identified 
15 distinct neighborhoods based on the underlying 
electrical grid. Which area to tackle first? Prioritization will 
be based on costs, efficiency, and coordination with other 
City projects.

Many, if not all, of the adaptation measures will require 
approval by the California Coastal Commission, which 
funded the grants used to generate the draft plans under 
consideration. The details listed above consider 1-2 feet of 
sea level rise, but the current sea level rise estimates for 
the end of the century are 3-6 feet. Protect, elevate, retreat, 
and relocate are all strategies that will become necessary 
at some point. But remove is gone.
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haCIenda deL mar
Jeff Barnouw | Amphitheatre Drive

Plans for a “residential care facility” (RCF) called 
Hacienda Del Mar are working their way through the 

City of San Diego approval process. This is a successor 
project to the even larger Rancho Del Mar (see Sandpiper, 
December 2016, “Lagoon Monster Resurfaces”), abandoned 
after encountering resistance focused on upholding 1985’s 
Proposition A, Managed Growth Initiative, launched 
and ratified by environmentally concerned citizens. The 
developer, Milan Capital of Anaheim, has adopted a new 
strategy, arguing that “Proposition A allows development 
non-urban in character and scale,” and that the proposed 
intermediate care facility fits that description and thus 
qualifies for a conditional use permit.

The almost 24-acre lot between the once-Polo-now-Soccer 
Fields and Via de la Valle, across El Camino Real east from 
Horse Park, is clearly part of Prop A lands which require 
a public vote to alter the zoning from “very low-density, 
residential, open space, natural resource based park or 
agricultural uses.” Supposedly a conditional use permit 
circumvents that requirement. Furthermore, while RCFs, 
intermediate care and nursing facilities, are not permitted 
on Prop A lands, the Development Services Department 
says this prohibition could be removed by an amendment 
to the Municipal Code, which “will be processed as an 
uncodified ordinance.” What’s that?

As the Development Project Manager for the City, Morris 
(Mo) Dye, wrote to the Milan representative, “staff will not 
support a City-wide municipal code amendment and offer 
another method for approving your project,…through an 
uncodified ordinance which is site specific and limited to 
only the project site.” What is this but an arbitrary ad hoc 
exception? Is it that easy to get around or suspend the 
Municipal Code? 

The project provides for 71 independent living units. 45 
assisted living and 34 memory units, 191 beds in all, in two 
2-story buildings of about 165,667 square feet, with 172 
surface parking spaces. To raise it above the flood plain 
will require 12-14 ft of landfill. Placement, style and profile 
of the buildings have been repeatedly tweaked to suggest 
‘non-urban’, but fitting that characterization will depend on 
the definition. 

As Senior Planner Bernard Turgeon wrote, in response 
to a query from the San Dieguito River Park (SDRP) staff, 
“There are no criteria for determination of non-urban in 
character. This is a policy in the NCFUA (North City Future 
Urbanizing Area) Framework Plan. The determination will 
ultimately be made by the City Council. DSD and Planning 
are providing a recommendation and evaluating the 
project as a whole in terms of total acreage of open space, 
the clustering…, architectural form, landscaping as well 
as similarity to projects that can be proposed without a 
rezone.”

When it comes to evaluating the public benefit represented 
by the open space contribution within the project, Turgeon 
wrote that “Long Range Planning uses the General Plan 
definition which includes visual and other attributes not 
limited to habitat value. The site is also not within the 
MHPA, the City’s habitat preserve.” “The stormwater 

more@Fsdrv.org 

The recently updated Friends of the San Dieguito River 
Valley website www.FSDRV.org has posted their 

concerns regarding the proposed Hacienda Del Mar project, 
covered by Jeff Barnouw in the adjacent article.  You will 
also find information on the Friends’ lawsuit against 
the City of San Diego and Surf Cup Sports for failure to 
conduct an EIR for their new lease of the adjacent polo 
fields despite the intensification of use and impact on the 
neighborhood and the river habitat. The lease continues 
to allow public use of the fields for passive activities that 
do not interfere with the Lessee’s rights, and the nearby 
Coast to Crest Trail is open to the public for daylight 
hours, regardless of Surf Cup ticketed events.  Also find 
information on where to go and what to do in the River 
Valley. The Friends are a Del Mar-based volunteer group 
formed in 1986 to advocate for preservation of the San 
Dieguito River Valley’s natural resources.

We aPPreCIaTe your suPPorT 

For more than two decades, hundreds of 
Sandpiper editors and writers have worked 

diligently to give voice to our community 
conversations about how best to preserve and 
enhance our quality of life. We are committed to 
continuing  our support as our community faces 
new environmental challenges.

Imagine, as the holidays approach, if there were 
no Powerhouse or Shores parks to spend time 
with your family.  Imagine sitting in traffic as cars 
exiting from 100+ condominiums in Crest Canyon 
clog Del Mar Heights Road. Imagine ocean wildlife 
washing ashore because they fed on discarded 
plastic bags from our beach.  As a community we 
can be proud that over the years we have been 
able to convert the Community Plan into reality, 
all of us working hard to protect our environment 
and to make Del Mar the beautiful village that we 
are proud to call our home. 

The Sandpiper is an all-volunteer undertaking 
but we depend on donations to pay our printing 
and mailing costs, about $30k per year. We ask 
for your financial support in whatever amount 
you can donate to help us continue to be your 
community neighborhood paper.

We wish you happy holidays and a safe and 
healthy New Year.  

Donate by credit card or PayPal at www.
delmarsandpiper.org/ , or mail your check to 
Sandpiper, P.O. Box 2177, Del Mar, CA 92014.  
Thank you for your support through the last 20 
years.

continued on page 7
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The bluffs above North Beach. Drawing from a flyer for the 1976 Keep Greenery in the 
Scenery campaign.  Read more online in the December 2013 Sandpiper archives  

in an article by Freda Reid entitled Greenery in the Scenery.    
www.bit.ly/ScrippsBluff

CommenTary
Preserve Public Preserve 
Jan McMillan | 12th Street

Attn. Matt Bator, AICP, Senior Planner

Dear Matt:

My comments address only one 
part of the Del Mar Resort Notice 

of Preparation, namely the suggestion 
that the Del Mar Bluff Preserve may 
become part of this specific plan, either 
now or sometime in the future. (Please 
see page 2.) Del Mar must not allow 
this to happen.  The Specific Plan must 
be evaluated as a stand-alone project, 
without including public preserve land in 
the design.

Why?  Because when James Scripps 
donated bluff land to the City of Del Mar, 
he intended it to be left in its natural 
state as a reminder of what ancient 
bluffs were like before urbanization 
began.  The City subsequently designated 
the land as the James Scripps Bluff 
Preserve, to be used for quiet walks and 
observation of the ocean and river valley 
below.  The preserve was not to be used 
as a park, which encourages activities 
such as picnics and sports, suitable 
uses elsewhere but ones that damage 
terrain and would diminish the view of a 
beautiful sandstone bluff rising above the 
ocean. 

When the owner of a parcel next to the 
preserve wanted to build a house on this 
private land, The City Council entered 
into an agreement with the owner that 
limited the height of any structures on 
the property and required that these 
structures be shielded by vegetation 
so as to make them “disappear.”  The 
landowners also paid a yearly fee to the 
City to be deposited into an open space 
fund.  There is a record of this agreement 
in City files.

Recent articles remind us of what the 
Del Mar Bluff Preserve was intended to 
be and how Del Mar tries to preserve 
what is irreplaceable in nature, so I find 
it puzzling that the draft NOP raises the 
possibility that the City “may” approve 
park-like elements and additional access 
trails on preserve land. I don’t know 
where this suggestion came from, but 
please leave a potential change to the 
Bluff Preserve out of your analysis.

Respectfully submitted,

Jan McMillan, 12th Street

resPonse From ZePhyr
Brad Termini, CEO 

We sincerely agree with Jan McMillan’s concerns about the James Scripps 
Bluff Preserve, and the City has also indicated to us that this area is 

a very important part of the community. Therefore, it is important that the 
community be on board with its future status. We share her gratitude for 
the Scripps family and the history they are protecting through their wishes 
for the preserve, as well as the community’s need to discuss how public 
property is to be used and preserved for future generations. 

Changes to the actual preserve are not a part of our proposal and decisions 
about the open space that encompasses the preserve are the purview of the 
City of Del Mar, not a private developer. The City is in the process of studying 
the entire area, including the preserve, the adjacent public beach, the bluffs, 
and the City’s property along Camino Del Mar to determine the Community’s 
long term needs for preservation and accessibility, as well as facility and 
recreational needs. 

Zephyr seeks to build a world class resort that will ultimately be the 
centerpiece of the community and provide access to this land that the public 
has not had in over 100 years. We remain committed to making this project 
one that the community will embrace, and will continue to work with the 
Cities of Del Mar, Solana Beach and their residents to achieve this goal. 

Brad Termini, CEO, Zephyr

detention basin is considered part of the open space contribution as a visual 
resource. Habitat enhancement is proposed elsewhere on the site.”

The approval process thus seems configured in a way that leaves much 
scope for subjective judgment, on the part of City of San Diego staff and of 
the San Diego City Council, tending to nullify the clear import of Proposition 
A and the City’s General Plan.

haCIenda deL mar
continued from page 6
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City of Del Mar General Fund Dashboard.  

Tom McGreal | Finance Committee Chair

Note: The editors believe the city budget 
and other financial documents should be 
seen as the “drivetrain” of all of our city’s 
operations. This is part of a series by 
Tom McGreal to help readers understand 
the fundamentals of Del Mar’s financial 
system.

T he City of Del Mar’s Consolidated 
Annual Financial Report provides 

a complete picture of the financial 
condition of the City for each fiscal 
year. If you’ve ever picked up a copy 
of the 130 page Report, it can be 
quite daunting. The complexity of 
government accounting and the 
inclusion of the enterprise funds 
for Water and Wastewater make it 
challenging to isolate the information 
that tells us how the City government 
is doing financially.  Of course, the 
Annual Financial Report is also 
historical data by the time the Report 
is issued. 

As a result, the best place to find up 
to date financial information is the 
current year budget for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2018, which the 
Council approved in July and adjusted 
in October.  Below is a review of the 
Revenues and Expenditures from this 
latest City Budget.

revenues 
The City’s General Fund revenues 
for fiscal year 2018 are budgeted to 
total $17 million.  The largest source 
of revenues is Property Tax, which 
represents almost $6 million, Sales 
Tax including the new Measure Q 1% 
represents $4 million and TOT (the 
hotel tax) provides $2.7 million.  Tax 
revenues will total over $13 million, 
which represents 76% of the total 
City General Fund Revenues. Parking 
and planning services make up $2.4 
million and the remainder is spread 
across a number of smaller Revenue 
categories. 

If we look at the year to year growth, 
Revenues for 2018 have grown 
8.9% over 2017 when the new 
Measure Q sales tax are included, 
but Revenue growth is flat if we 
exclude the Measure Q revenues. 
Based upon the City’s strategy to use 
Measure Q for three specific projects 
(Undergrounding, Shores Park and 

Streetscape), the City will rely upon 
Revenues without Measure Q to fund 
City operations and a normal level of 
Capital Improvement Projects. 

Although total Revenue growth has 
been limited in the past few years, 
Del Mar does have a solid recurring 
revenue base built on the Property 
taxes, Sales taxes and TOT, which 
have weathered past economic 
downturns very well. 

It’s important to remember that Del 
Mar collects only 1% of the total sales 
tax of 7.75%, but we get to keep all of 
the new Measure Q 1% District Sales 
tax. Essentially Measure Q doubles the 
City’s sales tax revenues. The largest 
payer of sales taxes to Del Mar is the 
Fairgrounds (over 40%) are the largest 
category of payers is the restaurants 
(over 50%).

It is also interesting to note that the 
City receives 14.8% of all property tax 
paid by the residents with the majority 
going to the County and special 
districts (schools and water).

expenditures
Next let’s look at the City spending. 
The City’s General Fund Expenditures 
are budgeted at $12.1 million this 
year and total spending before Capital 
Improvement Projects is projected to 
be $13.9 million. The cost of Public 
Safety including Law Enforcement, the 
Fire department and the Lifeguards 
totals $5.4 million representing 45% 
of the total Expenditure budget with 
the remaining $6.7 million or 55% 
attributed to General Government 
costs. In addition the City will transfer 

shoW me The money!  

continued on page 9
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adoPTIng desIgn guIdeLInes
Dolores Davies | Crest Road

O n November 6–following a lengthy public hearing 
that included  presentations by City staff, consultant 

RRM Design Group, a citizen’s advisory committee, and 
public testimony—the City Council voted 4-1 to approve 
a set of Design Guidelines for residential and commercial 
development, developed to enhance the design review 
process.

While the Council appeared to be unanimous in its support 
for the Guidelines, Mayor Terry Sinnott voted against 
approval because he felt that more time was needed to 
discuss some of the concerns that had surfaced, and he 
thought the Guidelines would be interpreted as regulatory 
in nature.

Other Council members stated that RRM Design Group and 
the City’s Ad Hoc Development Review Process Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee had already spent about 10 months 
and held 10 meetings to solicit public feedback on the 
draft Guidelines. Also stated was the fact that the Ad Hoc 
Committee had spent more than a year prior to RRM’s 
hiring to take public testimony and identify and study the 
perceived problems in the design review process, especially 
concerns about subjectivity and a lack of transparency. 

According to City planner Matt Bator, who directed efforts 
with RRM, the Ad Hoc Committee, and members of the 
community, the Guidelines were designed to reduce 
subjectivity and establish a clear set of expectations in 
terms of development that reflects the goals and standards 
set forth in the Community Plan.

While some members of the public expressed concern that 
the Guidelines might be too restrictive or would prevent the 
development today of some landmark Del Mar residences, 
others clarified that those initial recommendations such as 
the discouraging of white walls and circular driveways had 
been removed or notably modified in the final document.

Several members of the Design Review Board were present 
at the Nov. 6 hearing, and testified that they were looking 
forward to using the Guidelines, and anticipated that the 
document would provide helpful guidance to them in their 
fact finding on proposed development projects.

Council members also stressed the importance of initiating 
training for the DRB as soon as possible, so that the new 
Guidelines could be implemented. 

In approving the Design Guidelines, members of the 
Council also agreed that the document was not etched in 
stone, and should come back to the Council for review in 
two years. Both Council members Dwight Worden and Ellie 
Haviland, who serve as liaisons to the Ad Hoc Committee, 
expressed that any portions of the Guidelines that proved 
problematic “in the field,” so to speak, could be addressed 
in the future. Only by implementing  the Guidelines could 
the City begin to move forward to improve the design 
review process and continue to make it even better, with 
essential feedback from DRB members.

Members of the Ad Hoc Committee have also been working 
on a draft FAQ that addresses the Design Guidelines 

FInaLLy!
20-year-old Plan to Begin
Ann Gardner | Via Latina

Prompted by the enthusiasm expressed at the 
September 18 Council meeting and perhaps 

also by the calls of “let’s not wait any longer,” the 
Council has allocated one million dollars in FY17-
18 to implement Phase One of the Downtown 
Streetscape Project, a project that has been on the 
City’s drawing board since 1996.  The committed 
money means that staff is taking another look at 
what will be, finally, the first phase of streetscape 
construction from 9th to 15th street beginning 
in January 2018. The initial work scope already 
includes accent paving, more planting areas and 
trees, improved crosswalks including “new legs” to 
allow for 4-way pedestrian crossings and creating 
a consistent 6-foot wide bike lane with a 2-foot 
buffer.  All are geared toward implementing the 
1996 streetscape vision aimed at encouraging a 
more robust, safer pedestrian experience in our 
downtown area.  To view Councilmember Dwight 
Worden’s vision, referred to by several speakers 
at the meeting as the “community’s living room” 
vision, go to www.delmarsandpiper.org/ . 

$.9 million to the Special Funds (most notably the Gas Tax 
fund and the Open Space fund) and the City will pay its first 
full year of debt service for the new City Hall in the amount 
of $.9 million. Finally the budget calls for the transfer of 
$4.1 million to the Capital Improvement Fund for Capital 
Improvement Projects (CIP).  

These Expenditures levels are the result of several actions 
taken by City Council. In July the Council reacted to the 
forecast of softening revenues and increasing expenditures 
by reducing the 2018 Expenditure Budget by $912,000. 
In October the City reported better than expected Fiscal 
year 2017 results, which allowed the Council to increase 
the 2018 Expenditure Budget by $221,000 and increase 
the transfer to the Capital Improvement Fund to the $4.1 
million shown in the chart.

The Council has pledged to continue to monitor the 
revenues and expenditures for 2018 to make sure that 
the actual results meet the 2018 budget. Any further 
adjustments to spending will have to be supported with 
actual results that represent improvements to the budget. 

In the next issue we’ll review the City’s Reserve Funds.

and how they will be integrated into the existing design 
review process. The FAQ will be made available in January, 
after approval by the Ad Hoc Committee.

shoW me The money!
continued from page 8
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PILe oF PrIorITIes 
Dwight Worden | Del Mar Mayor

I n this update of last month’s Sandpiper article, I will 
highlight some of our key priorities for the coming year 

that have bubbled to the top. Council has yet to finalize 
its priority list, so recognize things may change, but I feel 
pretty confident the following will remain at or near the 
top of the pile. Also, remember there are some 60 “special 
projects” ranging from relocating the railroad line off the 
bluff, to better management of late night noise downtown, 
a public art policy, to Kaaboo, and much more. I am only 
touching on a few. For details on all the priorities and goals 
visit: www.delmar.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/2624/ .

City Hall Completion. Successful completion of our 
town’s new civic center remains a top priority. I’m pleased 
to report that the project is on schedule and on budget, 
and we are looking for a move in and ribbon cutting in 
June, 2018. Building a new city hall has been a priority for 
decades, and we are pleased to open one, paid for with no 
new taxes. To learn more about the new civic center visit: 
www.delmar.ca.us/353/City-HallTown-Hall/ .

Important Capital Improvements. This category is 
scheduled to receive major attention. It covers street 
repairs/repaving, sewer and water work, library repairs, 
storm drain improvements, landscaping, street and 
sidewalk improvements, downtown streetscape, and more.  
You can expect to see a lot of improvements in the coming 
year to make our town safer, more beautiful, and more 
efficient.

Design Review Update and Sea Level Rise Planning. 
Completion of our Design Review Process update and 
moving forward with our Sea Level Rise Planning effort are 
high priorities. Both of these projects are well underway. 
For more on the DRB Process update visit: www.delmar 
.ca.us/507/Ad-Hoc-Development-Review-Process-Adviso. 
For more on the Sea Level Rise Planning effort visit: www.
delmar.ca.us/498/Sea-Level-Rise-Local-Coastal-Program-
Ame/ .

Affordable Housing. Del Mar is required, as are all cities 
in California, to meet affordable housing goals. Del Mar 
has a state certified Housing Element with more than 50 
programs to meet these goals. Council has committed to 
a 22 in 5 program to provide 22 affordable units within 5 
years. Fulfilling the city’s obligations to provide affordable 
housing remains a top priority. For more on our housing 
programs visit: www.delmar.ca.us/DocumentCenter/
View/257/ .

Short Term Rentals.  Completion of Del Mar’s regulatory 
program for short term rentals is among our high priorities. 
This program, underway for about 2 years, is nearing 
completion. For more information on this topic visit: www.
delmar.ca.us/563/Short-Term-Rentals/ .

Measure Q Implementation. Measure Q was the voter 
approved local 1% sales tax measure that passed on the 
November 2016 ballot. It remains a priority for the city 
to implement Measure Q to fund projects like citywide 
undergrounding of utility lines and poles, the Shores Park 
project, and streetscape improvements for the business 
district. 

Completion of the ongoing master planning process 
for our new Shores Park remains a high priority.  This 
effort is well underway guided by our Shores Park 
Advisory Committee. Upon adoption of a final Master Plan, 
implementing the Plan will take life.

Law Enforcement Options.  With extensive studies 
already completed we have good analyses covering 
operational and financial issues for the available law 
enforcement options of (1) forming our own police 
department, (2) sticking with the existing contract for Sheriff 
Services, and (3) augmenting the Sheriff’s current services. 
It remains a priority to bring this issue to final decision.

Community Relations. As your new mayor starting 
December 2017, it is a personal priority for me to do what 
I can to improve communications between the council, the 
manager, and the community. We’ve had some trying times 
over the past year, with Short Term Rentals, the Ad Hoc 
DRB Review Process Update, the termination of our long-

Farmers markeT
Certified and Non-Profit
Jeff Barnouw | Amphitheatre Drive

F or the Holiday Season the Farmers Market is turning 
pro-active with a new, bolder and brighter logo and 

a flyer distributed through DMVA in free tote bags (full 
of more good stuff) available in village stores starting 
on Small Business Saturday, November 25, a nationwide 
promotion organized by American Express as part of the 
Shop Small campaign. The Farmers Market flyer advertises 
the variety of produce and prepared foods available now, 
delivered either by the farmers or food vendors. 

The logo emphasizes “certified and non-profit.” In fact the 
farmers are certified by the County Agriculture Department 
and the vendors by the County Health Department. 
The flyer includes two long separate lists (almost epic 
catalogues) of what is on offer every Saturday.

“Delivered by the Farmers: Avocados, Guava, Persimmons, 
Apples, Citrus, Dried Fruits, Nuts, Tomatoes, Beans, 
Squash, Turnips, Subtropical Fruit, Asian Vegetables, 
Strawberries, Fresh Pomegranates, Seasonal Freshly 
squeezed Juices, Eggplant, Peppers, Okra, Farm Fresh 
Eggs, Flowers, Orchids and Potted Plants.” Try reciting that 
rapidly; it’s a mouthful.

As the flyer reminds us, the food is sustainably grown, local 
produce, which guarantees freshness. Buying there means 
renewing a tradition of farm-to-table that allowed earlier 
generations to have a better sense of what they were 
eating and where it came from, “re-establishing a time-
honored connection between the eater and the producer.”

Delivered by the food vendors: French Breads, Pastries 
and Baked Goods, Assorted Hummus Dips, French Bistro 
Food, Tamales and Salsas, Chocolates, Organic Granola, 
Honey and Almond Butters, Quesadillas, Cheeses, Jams, 
Kombucha, Chai Tea and Coffee, Kettle Corn, Turmeric 
infused Drinks, Sushi and Fish & Seafood.” 

Enough said.

continued on page 11
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At joint meeting with Shores Advisory Board, Council reviews options 
for park design with consultant Glen Schmidt of Schmidt Design 

Group.  Photo Ann Gardner.

from left: City Council members Parks, Worden, and Sinnott; and 
Shores Advisory Committee members Nate McKay, Piper Underwood, 

Sissy Alsabrook, and Cathy Asciutto.   (Councilmember Haviland 
available by conference call; Druker recused/absent because he lives 

within 500 ft. of Shores Park) 
Photo Ann Gardner.

from left: Shores Advisory Committee members Art Olson, Tom Sohn, 
Lina Waage.  Kristen Crane and Sarah Krietor, City staff.  

Photo Ann Gardner.

shores synergy 
Ann Gardner | Via Latina

City Council has agreed to move ahead with a 
collaborative plan for the 5.3 acre City-owned site 

at Ninth and Stratford currently occupied by Winston 
School and the Del Mar Community Building and known 
as Shores Park.  The decision was based on a strong 
recommendation from the Shores Advisory Committee 
at a joint meeting with the Council in October when the 
Committee emphasized the not-to-be-missed benefit of 
additional open space by utilizing all of the 5.3 acres to 
plan jointly for both facilities.  

Winston School has a lease that runs until 2063 for 1.8 of 
the five plus acres and the existing buildings for operation 
of a private school for children in grades 5-12 with 
different learning skills.  New plans for the old Winston 
School buildings, for years the Del Mar Elementary School, 
were being considered  when a new Director came on 
board in 2016. She suggested that the City, which had 
begun planning separately for the remaining acreage as a 
community park, explore the potential for joint planning.  
Six bubble diagrams were developed, three with a single 
boundary and three with separate boundaries for each 
function, but the Advisory Committee convinced the 
Council to limit further work and cost estimates to just two 
of the collaborative bubbles.  At its November meeting 
Council authorized the City Manager to fund additional 
work by consultant Schmidt Design Group to further study 
and design a master plan using the overall site for 

time lifeguard captain, and other issues that have split the 
community.  I want to address the way we do business, so 
that everyone feels heard and valued, and so that your city 
government is as responsive and transparent as possible. I 
know we can do better on that front, and commit myself to 
that effort. 

PILe oF PrIorITIes
continued from page 10

both functions.  The Council also accepted the Advisory 
Committee’s recommendations and community input to 
include:

-A new community building separate from the school 
with space for indoor recreational activity for the 
community at large;

-Covered parking with sufficient spaces for the school, 
the community building and the park;

-Separate recreational areas for dogs and humans; and

-An athletic field with adequate space for the current 
needs of Winston and an outdoor full sized basketball 
court.

According to staff “the most immediate next step will 
be discussion with the Del Mar Foundation and Del Mar 
Community Connections regarding their perspective” on 
the space they think they need.  The two organizations are 
currently using the Community building for their programs 
although their contract for “interim use” expired in 2016.  
Both programs have grown and both organizations 
anticipate future opportunities.  In the coming weeks, 
according to staff, Schmidt Design “will meet with the 
two groups to discuss potential space requirements for 
programming as well as opportunities for dual use of 
the spaces to accommodate multiple types of programs.  
Maximizing efficiency of the building size is important 
since the overall area of the park is limited.”
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This architectural drawing shows a more open view of Pacifica Breeze 
and the south patio. Del Mar Plaza - South Patio Redevelopment  

robinson hill architecture, inc.

Posh new outdoor furnishings, including seating, fire pit tables, and 
umbrellas, create a more welcoming environment for the upper deck 

and its stellar views.  Photo Betty Wheeler

A ping pong table and other games invite kids and adults alike to 
enjoy the upper deck.  Photo Betty Wheeler.

PLaZa’s neW PersonaLITy
Betty Wheeler | Seaview Avenue

Community events, a fresh mix of tenants, and some 
architectural and signage changes are the approaches 

the new owners are taking to revitalize the Del Mar Plaza. 

Patty Brutten, who is taking the lead on these changes, 
is anticipating a major announcement soon – a new 
restaurant for the prominent space across from Pacifica’s. 
The long-lived, beloved Epazote proved this space can be 
a big success, but a succession of post-Epazote tenants 
points to the challenge in getting the right restaurant for 
Del Mar. Brutten sees this decision as the key that will 
unlock additional improvements in the overall tenant mix, 
so she is intent on getting this right.  

Once the restaurant decision is made, other priorities for 
Brutten include a small market and pharmacy, along with 
other tenants that cater to Del Mar’s interest in a healthy, 
active lifestyle – fitness, good food – and high-quality treats 
such as gelato and ice cream. With the original market 
space unavailable, “small” is going to be the operative word 
for a new market and pharmacy, but bringing back a way 
for locals to buy essential market goods at the Plaza is a 
high priority for both the Bruttens and residents. Question: 
since market space will be limited, what are the grocery/
market items you would most like to be able to buy at 
the Plaza? Send your “wish list” to delmarplazaca@gmail.
com. (And thanks for seconding this writer’s nomination of 
artisan bread, Peet’s coffee, and locally-grown dark leafy 
greens!)

In the meantime, a number of special events have been 
enlivening the Plaza’s upper deck, along with new 
furnishings to make it a more inviting place to hang 
out, including posh outdoor sofas and fire pit tables, 
umbrellas, and a ping pong table and other games. A 
pop-up holiday market with free photos with Santa, “Lil 
Tritons Club” events with music by Del Mar’s beloved 
Hullabaloo and kid-friendly meals, Halloween trick-or-
treating, and Seaside Sessions live music are some 

of the community-friendly events offered by the Plaza in 
recent months. The Plaza’s sponsorship of the Del Mar 
Foundation’s Summer Twilight Concerts was paired with an 
option to order gourmet picnic boxes that came with free 
parking for the concerts. 

Given the perceived “invisibility” of the upper level of the 
Plaza, Brutten is working with architects on some key 
signage and modest architectural changes, removing some 
of the mass to improve visibility and enhancing the garage 
entries. (See image top left for a preview.) A preliminary 
meeting with City planning staff occurred recently, and 
within a few months, these changes will be available for 
community review and consideration. Brutten also looks 
forward to the trees and lighting in the Streetscape Plan 
that will benefit the appearance of the Plaza’s immediate 
surroundings.
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Short Term Rentals

CommunITy voICes
Nancy Fisher | 24th Street 

Few issues in Del Mar’s history 
have pitted neighbors against one 

another as drastically as the potential 
regulation of short-term rentals (STRs) 
in our residential zones.  In the Beach 
Colony it’s been so divisive that long-
time neighbors, who often shared 
the same views on other hot-button 
issues, like how to address sea level 
rise, have found themselves in front of 
the City Council accusing their friends 
on either side of ruining the quality of 
their lives.

As we’ve heard over the last two years 
at City Council meetings and in the 
press, property owners who rent short 
term see regulation as a violation 
of their rights and a disservice to 
vacationers, while full-time residents 
see these rentals as eroding their 
neighborhoods, turning their formerly 
safe and quiet streets into commercial 
hotel zones.

After much discussion, including 
understanding the many types of STRs, 
the City Council recently approved 
an ordinance (see accompanying 
article) allowing rentals of no less 
than seven days for a total of 28 days 
a year, with no limit on rentals of 30 
or more days. Property owners who 
rent are looking at their options, and 
although some are planning to convert 
their STRs to long-term rentals, others 
are waiting for the ordinance to be 
approved by the Coastal Commission 
as an amendment to the City’s Local 
Coastal Program (LCP).  The Sandpiper 
asked property owners on both sides 
whether they feel the compromise 
goes too far, or not far enough.

Richard and Deborah Logiurato, 
Del Mar residents who have offered 
both short and long-term rentals to 
vacationers and students for over 30 
years, do not think the compromise 
was fair and felt “bullied” by the 
City Council.  “We’re fine with the 
minimum of seven days, but don’t 
agree with the 28-day maximum per 
year,” says Deborah.  “We have strict 
rules for our renters, and they 

CounCIL voICes 
Ann Gardner | Via Latina

Mayor Sinnott, although 
disagreeing with the Council 

majority in approving an ordinance 
that allows short term rentals in Del 
Mar’s residential zones for no less 
than seven days and a total of no 
more than 28 days a year, asked a 
divided community to respect the 
effort the majority has made in trying 
to do the right thing for the City. He 
cited the many meetings, letters, 
and workshops, and the research 
and testimony that has taken place 
since the 2016 moratorium on any 
new short term rentals, and said he 
respected the work that has gone into 
now moving the language on to the 
California Coastal Commission as 
an amendment to our Local Coastal 
Program.  

All three of the most recently elected 
council members stood by their 
campaign commitment to take 
seriously residents concern that 
their neighborhoods were being 
commercialized by short term rentals. 
Councilmember Haviland emphasized 
that “of course we acknowledge 
that short term rentals have been 
around a long time,” but not, she 
said, to the extent they have been 
occurring in the last few years. It was, 
she said, “infringing on the rights of 
residents.” Councilmember Worden 
emphasized that the “compromise” 
accommodated residents “by allowing 
some limited short term rentals but 
relocating the more intensive short 
term rentals that are really mini-
hotel businesses to zones where they 
belong.”  The ordinance does not 
limit rentals of 30 or more days. 

Staff clarified that consideration of 
possible unique exceptions to the 
new ordinance would be coming 
back to the Council early next year. 
Senior Planner Amanda Lee added 
that property owners have the option 
of submitting applications now for 
rezoning.  Council also established 
a forbearance period to temporarily 
delay enforcement with respect 
to existing short term rentals that 
qualified for the moratorium.

know that if they make noise before 
9 a.m. or after 9 p.m., they won’t get 
their deposits back.  And since we live 
right around the corner from both of 
our rentals on Coast Boulevard, we 
could hear them if they did otherwise.”  
While they agree that STRs have 
increased since the advent of Airbnb-
type services, and they would prefer 
to do it “the old way,” they accept that 
the world is changing. 

Csilla Crouch, a long-time Del Mar 
resident and property owner, lives 
with her husband and three kids 
in the Beach Colony.  Their home, 
in the last few years, has been 
surrounded by STRs.  “I feel boxed 
in,” she says, “because I have one 
STR on either side and two directly 
across the street.  It’s a revolving 
door, and my children don’t know 
who’s who. We’re living among 
strangers, and it’s uncomfortable not 
to know who’s walking around the 
community.”  Although she’s had to 
complain about noise, she says the 
behavior is secondary.  “We used to 
have spontaneous block parties, and 
now we’ve lost half of our long-term 
neighbors.”  When asked about the 
City Council’s ordinance, she replied 
“It’s not perfect, but I think it’s a 
good compromise, and I hope the 
Coastal Commission sees it from our 
perspective.  We didn’t buy homes 
here to live in a commercial hotel 
zone.”

The Logiuratos and Crouches are 
good examples of those on each 
side, representing responsible renters 
and distraught full-time residents, 
but of course there are many others 
whose experiences have been quite 
different.  Some, who have expressed 
their concerns many times during the 
process, described financial hardship 
if they were unable to rent without 
regulation, and others described 
behavior by renters that included 
late-night beer pong parties, amplified 
music, and trash left on the street.  

The reality seems to fall in between, 
and we hope, whether the ordinance 
stands or is contested by the Coastal 
Commission, for a resolution that 
makes all of our residents feel that 
their needs were seriously considered.
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Intersection of Highway 101 and Carmel Valley Road. 
Photo Virginia Lawrence

Driving south on I-5 at Carmel Valley Road.  Top: now with exit to 
Carmel Valley road.  Bottom: after construction of link to 56, no exit to 
Carmel Valley Road.  The black arrow shows where nearby residents 

are located on hill.  Caltrans Final Environmental Impact Report.

CyCLIng sense
Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

E ach month more than 25,000 cyclists ride from, to and 
through Del Mar. A few of our streets are marked with 

green bike lanes and signage to safely guide cyclists and 
alert drivers, but the other miles of our narrow roads can 
be tricky and dangerous. Risks exist. Too often, drivers 
in cars view bike riders—and pedestrians—as nuisances 
rather than fellow travelers.

Coexisting safely on our city streets requires courteous 
behaviors by all. To untangle confusions: bike riders, 
though unlicensed, have the same rights as drivers in 
cars and have the right to share the road according to 
the “Rules of the Road for Bicyclists” from the California 
Driver Handbook. They also have the same responsibilities. 
Cyclists are required to ride with traffic, obey traffic signs, 
and signal with their arms to change lanes or turn. Cyclists, 
allowed to ride two to a lane, should use bike lanes when 
available and otherwise take to the road. Front and rear 
lights, and reflectors on wheels and pedals are required 
for night riding. Cyclists under the age of 18 are required 
to wear helmets (a good idea for all cyclists). Drivers 
are required to maintain a 3-foot clearance away from 
cyclists at all times. Drivers and cyclists always yield to 
pedestrians. Pedestrians, hopefully, use crosswalks.

To help pave the way for better choreography on our roads, 

Turn green LIghT To red
Ann Gardner | Via Latina

Two lawsuits filed by Del Mar Heights residents and 
State Assemblyman Todd Gloria are questioning 

Caltrans’ plans to “green light” the construction of two new 
100 foot plus flyover connectors between I-5 and SR-56 
at Carmel Valley Rd.  The lawsuits are asking the court to 
vacate approval of the project, to halt any work toward the 
flyover project and to compel a full environmental review 
under the California Environmental Quality Act.  

In his November 16 letter to Caltrans, Assemblyman Gloria, 
who represents the Torrey Pines community, asked for 
collaboration with the community and transparency from 
the project team to deal with his concerns including:

Why was the… final EIR not presented to be approved 
until five years after the draft EIR was proposed? 

What is the reasoning for the changes of the proximity 
to the Del Mar Hills Academy …from the draft EIR to the 
final EIR?

Since the project cuts into the Del Mar Villas community 
what is being done to help the community in the loss of 
open space and the cutting of resident’s property?

Out of all the alternatives that were presented in 
the draft EIR, #2 has been proposed as the best… 
(even though) the community expressed support for 
alternative #4. What is the reasoning behind picking 
alternative #2 over alternative #4?”

In a press release issued by the litigating parties, residents 
claim that “Caltrans chose the loudest, tallest, most 
noxious and visually damaging plan it considered for this 
interchange very near the Torrey Pines Preserve 

and admits that the impacts to the public are significant.”  
Caltrans, according to the lawsuits, first stated that the 
project was subject to environmental review by the Coastal 
Commission but now claims “erroneously” that the project 
is exempt because it can be considered part of the I-5 
North Coast Corridor widening project currently under 
construction.  

continued on page 15
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Detailed view of the ipe wood siding at the entrance to 
the breezeway between the Town Hall (right of picture) 
and City Hall (not visible to the left). The siding has been 
installed with stainless steel screens and stands proud of 
the weatherproofed surface to provide better air circulation 
and sound attenuation.  Also called Brazilian walnut, ipe 
(pronounced ee-pay) wood is typically found in South 
America and some parts of Central America, and is 
sustainably harvested. It is one of the densest hardwoods 
available, three times harder than cedar. Ipe has the same 
fire rating as concrete and steel, meaning it resists flames 
much longer than softer woods, and is so dense that it 
doesn’t float in water. 

Photos Don Mosier

View of the front of Town Hall looking northwest. The 
elevator tower and new trellis are visible at the right 
center of the picture. Steel roofing panels for the new 
standing seam metal roof are stacked in the foreground. 
The matte champagne color was chosen to reflect UV light 
and enhance the cooling by the natural ventilation from 
ocean breezes, one of the many sustainable features of this 
project.

Interior view of the Town Hall roof illuminated by the 
setting sun. The window frames at the bottom of the 
picture face Camino Del Mar and await final installation of 
their glass. The support design was inspired by the needles 
of the Torrey Pine tree.

FInaL QuarTer 
only a few months left
Don Mosier | Rimini Road

The work on the new City Hall and Town Hall exterior 
finishes is nearing completion, and it is now easy to 

envision what the final project will look like. The stucco 
and ipe wood siding is nearly complete on both buildings, 
most windows are installed, and the standing seam metal 
roof is being installed. Wallboard is going up in the City 
Hall, and the individual spaces are now better defined. The 
new lobby is spacious and offers superb westerly views of 
the ocean. The planter areas are finished in most of the 
plaza area, although the northeast corner at 11th Street 
and Camino Del Mar is being used as a construction 
access point and will be completed later. A new sidewalk 
with parking pullouts is being completed along Camino Del 
Mar, and the ipe wood trellis north of the elevator tower is 
near completion. The project remains on schedule and on 
budget.

the policy of “Complete Streets,” in place in the City of San 
Diego since 2014, was adopted by our City Council last 
October. The concept: streets are more than thoroughfares 
for cars. Streets are for cars and cyclists and pedestrians.

When streets are safe, the benefits of riding a bike 
or walking are good for the body and good for the 
environment. Muscles get exercised. Carbon dioxide 
emissions and noise pollution vanish. Even the E bike, with 
an electric assist, is still the most energy-efficient form 
of motorized transport today, using the electricity 

equivalent of 1000 miles per gallon of gas. Bike riders who 
want more assist can park a bike in the folding racks on 
the front of public buses, and on a train. The Coaster car 
has space for four bikes, Amtrak space for six bikes per 
train but the rack must be reserved. 

FYI for bike riders: The new custom bike store Summer 
Cycles opened in October at 915 Camino Del Mar. They 
would like to sell you a new bike but they also have a small 
section stocked with snacks, water, tubes and such.

CyCLIng sense
continued from page 14
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Round-faced Misfit Shine, square-faced 
Apple Watch, ultra slim Fitbit Alta HR. 

Photo Virginia Lawrence

mIsFIT, FITBIT, aPPLe hIT
Virginia Lawrence | Caminito Del Rocio

A fascination with 
gadgets has led 

this writer to spring for 
three fitness trackers 
in two years: a Misfit 
Shine, an Apple Watch, 
and Fitbit’s slimmest 
model, the Alta HR. All 
three track walking, 
jogging, and swimming 
- and then generate a 
fitness profile organized 
by day, week, month, 
and year. The Fitbit and 
the Apple Watch also 
track heart rate.

Surcharge for 
Waterproofing: The 
Misfit Shine’s $70 ticket 
includes waterproofing. 
Both the Fitbit Alta 
($150) and the Apple 
Watch ($250) impose a hefty surcharge for their waterproof 
models.

Battery Life: The Apple Watch: a brief 24 hours with 
a rechargeable battery. The Fitbit Alta HR: a generous 
7 days with a rechargeable battery. The Misfit Shine: an 
astounding 4 to 5 months with a non-rechargeable wafer 
battery.

Ten Thousand Steps: You can set your Fitbit daily steps 
goal at 10,000, the number recommended by the American 
Heart Association.  Not so, for the Misfit.  Although the 
Misfit counts your steps, instead of selecting a precise 
number of steps as your goal, you must choose a points 
goal where 1,000 points approximates 10,000 steps. 
Similarly, the Apple Watch records your steps, but the 
only “goal” you can set is your estimate for the number of 
calories 10,000 steps can be expected to burn.  A recent 
study supports a 15,000-step daily goal, but there’s no need 
to start a fire! 

The Land of Nod: The Fitbit and the Misfit track both the 
duration of your sleep and its quality. The Apple Watch 
doesn’t track sleep at all unless you purchase a third-party 
sleep app. 

Altimeter: The Apple Watch tracks your elevation gain 
for workouts; the Misfit does not.  As for the Fitbit Alta HR, 
unlike other Fitbits, the Alta has no altimeter and cannot 
track changes in altitude. Fitbit ascribes the Alta’s lack to 
its ultra slim design.

Viewing your Stats: With the Apple Watch a few fitness 
stats can be viewed on the watch face itself.  For more 
detailed stats you must sync with your iPhone.  The Misfit 
and the Fitbit stats may be viewed on both the iPhone and 
the iPad, as well as on other smart phones and tablets.

Addable Apple Apps: The Apple Watch has many 
capabilities beyond tracking your exercise. A dozen 
practical apps are included in the Apple Watch’s basic 
bundle: among them, a timer, an alarm clock, and the 
Siri app.  A flashlight is included providing your iPhone is 
running on iOS 11. Thousands more apps are available 
from the Apple Store, but only a comparative few may be 
worth your consideration.  

Favorite Features: 

• The Misfit can tell you how many more minutes you need 
to walk, jog, or swim to reach your points goal; and when 
you do, it rewards you with a 3-second burst of flashing 
lights.

• With the Apple Watch you can instruct Siri to set your 
timer herself should you happen to be in the kitchen up to 
your elbows in olive oil. 

• The Fitbit details precisely when you enjoyed REM sleep, 
light sleep, or deep sleep each night - as well as how long 
you lay awake in sleepless frustration.

CommenTary 
ruminating on roundabouts
Dan Quirk | 23rd Street

Full disclosure: I love the new roundabout at Jimmy 
Durante and San Dieguito! Have you seen or driven 

through it yet? Perhaps on your way to Viewpoint Brewing 
for a libation with friends? With the recently added 
landscaping, it is now beautiful as well as functional. The 
flow of traffic is graceful, akin to a river flowing around 
a boulder. As this is the first roundabout in Del Mar, it 
may take some time for residents and visitors to get fully 
comfortable navigating it, but the initial public feedback 
to the Traffic and Parking Advisory Committee (TPAC) has 
been very positive. The TPAC is also looking at adding 
push-button activated flashing lights at the north end of the 
roundabout to improve pedestrian safety.

I recently walked one Friday afternoon from my street 
to the river path, passing the 4-way stop intersection at 
Camino Del Mar and 22nd Street, in addition to the new 
roundabout. The contrast between the two intersections 
was remarkable. At 22nd Street, the traffic backed up the 
hill, as it always does, with cars stopping then accelerating 
through the intersection, only to hit the brakes again for 
the cars backing up at the 27th Street stop sign. Conversely, 
at the Jimmy Durante roundabout, the cars were flowing 
smoothly through, without the obnoxious (and noxious) 
braking and accelerating. It was an eye-opening 
comparison.

While roundabouts are relatively rare in the United States, 
there are thousands of them in Europe. In San Diego 
County, roundabouts have been in place for many years in 
Bird Rock and Leucadia. Roundabouts improve traffic flow 

continued on page 17
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For their 19th holiday season, State Farn is proud to be an official 
drop-off station for the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve’s  

“Toys for Tots” campaign. 
Jim Coleman and Staff  (858) 755-6794

anoTher songs LaWsuIT 
no to nuclear dump
Don Mosier | Rimini Road

The October 2017 Sandpiper reported on the settlement 
of a lawsuit between Citizens Oversight and Southern 

California Edison (SCE) seeking removal of highly 
radioactive spent fuel offsite from San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station (SONGS). A new lawsuit by Public 
Watchdogs addresses the same issue from a significantly 
different legal theory. The new suit, filed not only against 
SCE and SDG&E (the two utility companies that own 
SONGS), but also against the U.S. Department of Defense 
and Department of the Navy, challenges the de facto 
conversion of the SONGS site from a nuclear generating 
plant to a nuclear dump. The lawsuit asserts that this 
conversion violates the 1963 lease and Congressional 
authorization that allowed SCE and SDG&E to construct 
and operate SONGS on approximately 90 acres of 
federally-owned Camp Pendleton property. Public 
Watchdogs claims that SCE and SDG&E were authorized 
to construct, operate, maintain, and use the land for a 
nuclear electric generating station, but not to convert the 
site to a permanent storage site for spent fuel. 

This change in purpose and function, according to Public 
Watchdogs, makes the SONGS facility not only “the largest 
privately operated high-level waste dump in the United 
States,” but one “located in a tsunami inundation zone, on 
top of an earthquake fault line, and in the center of one of 
the most densely populated regions in the USA [in close] 
proximity to the LOSSAN rail corridor, the second busiest 
in the country, and Interstate 5.” The suit seeks a court 
injunction to prevent what Public Watchdogs describes 
as “Southern California Edison’s December, 2017 burial 
of millions of pounds of deadly high-level nuclear waste” 
a mere “108 feet from one of America’s most cherished 
surfing and swimming beaches.” 

While this is an intriguing legal theory, it will no doubt 
face significant challenges in court, including whether 
a third party has standing to challenge violation of a 
lease to which it is not a party, and other procedural and 
substantive hurdles.

CommenTary: roundaBouTs
continued from page 16

dmva announCes FesTIvITIes

Free Parking

The City of Del Mar will offer free parking in downtown 
Del Mar for customers throughout the holiday season. The 
all day parking gift from the City includes complimentary 
downtown parking where holiday bags are posted. The 
free parking takes place December 2-3, 9-10, 16-17, 23-24, 
30-31, and January 1.

Holiday Voucher Program – now through December 31

Del Mar Village retail shops and restaurants have teamed 
up to make shopping and dining in Del Mar during the 
holidays not only festive but rewarding.  Each purchase 
of $75 at one of over 30 participating local retail shops 
earns the customer a $15 voucher toward dining at over 15 
participating Del Mar Village restaurants. 

L’Auberge Del Mar Holiday Concert with talented 
American jazz artist, Peter Sprague, in the Amphitheater 
on Sunday, December 24, from 1 to 4 p.m. This annual 
free event has become a popular, relaxing way to 
spend Christmas Eve afternoon.  For more information 
about holiday events at L’Auberge including the 
Holiday Traditional Tea by the Sea and Make Your Own 
Gingerbread House visit www.LAubergeDelMar.com/ .

Toys 4 ToTs
drop-off until december 15

because cars only come to a full stop a fraction of the time 
versus a regular intersection. They also decrease noise 
and exhaust pollution because braking and accelerating 
are minimized. Roundabouts are consistent with the City’s 
long-term sustainability goals, in addition to the long term 
vision of de-emphasizing an aggressive car culture in favor 
of a more neighborly walking and biking culture.

There is a growing group of residents petitioning for a 
second roundabout to be installed at the intersection of 
Camino Del Mar and 22nd, which also has serious safety 
concerns.  You can learn more about this petition and 
roundabouts in general by contacting the TPAC, or finding 
me at Viewpoint!
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Bill Toone. 
Photo Bill Morris.

The “analyst” aspect of her job is more than balanced 
by her dedication to outreach, to communicating with 
the City’s citizens. She declares her passion for local 
government and public service, and is the contact person 
for connecting individuals with City government if they 
don’t know where to start. Her direct line is 858 704-3646. 
She promises she will point you in the right direction.

Born and raised in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, in a large  
family, Rachel got her start in public service as a giant 
frog. That was her costume and role at a city-run aquatic 
park that left its mark. She came to California to work for 
the City of Vista, where she has just spent 14 years. In the 
first years she finished a B.A. in Business Administration 
- Marketing at National University (classroom as well as 
correspondence) and worked on economic development 
as well as in the Department of Recreation and Public 
Services, which included a Public Art program.

Her husband teaches middle school, and they live in 
Oceanside with an 8-yr-old daughter and a son almost 
4. The commute is so far practically the only downside 
to working in Del Mar, as she appreciates how her work 
often overlaps departments. The differences between Vista 
(pop. 97,000) and Del Mar are reflected in the structure 
of working relations both within City staff and with the 
Councilmembers and citizens. 

supply shortages as well as using existing resources more 
efficiently.”  This translates, among other issues, to creating 
a renewable energy program, a zero waste plan, switching 
the city’s fleet to electric vehicles, and facilitating safe bike 
lanes and pedestrian crossings.

Clem hopes to partner with North Coast cities of 
Encinitas, Carlsbad and Oceanside to amplify the impact 
of environmental improvement.  Solana Beach started 
early and is advancing on their program. “It is time to get 
projects started.” These include “putting solar panels on 
city properties, exploring the bike share program, getting 
rigorous about recycling.” Supplying the city with more 
recycling and trash bins would be “an immediate low cost 
improvement.” 

To keep residents informed, he and the SAB, a group 
who have “great knowledge and a lot to offer,” will host 
future presentations similar to the November 7th event on 
Community Choice Energy. 

During his  off  time Clem enjoys camping, hiking, reading, 
and spending quality time with his wife, Abigail, and 
18-month-old daughter, Madeleine.  

Let’s encourage Clem to improve our environment for Del 
Mar and, indeed, for Madeleine.

WeLCome, CLem!
continued from page 20

WeLCome, raCheL!
continued from page 20

The BuTTerFLy eFFeCT
dmFTaLk: Bill Toone 
Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

B utterflies, a point 
to point trip 

about the world with 
a focus on exotic 
stops, and the tale 
of turning a felled 
Torrey Pine tree into 
50’ long tables were 
the topics of Bill 
Toone’s DMFTalk in 
November. Toone, 
Executive Director 
and Co-Founder of 
Ecolife, began by 
showing a brief news 
clip about his work 
reclaiming a Torrey 
Pine log from a dead 
tree damaged by 
the 2007 wildfire, 
bark beetles and the 
ongoing draught. 
Toone rescued it 
from a future as 
fire wood and is 

transforming the wood into furniture. He and friends sliced 
the log lengthwise into the largest wood tables in the world 
“because it can be done.”  So far one of the tables weighing 
in at 5000 pounds has been sold.

He went on to connect a scattering of seemingly unrelated 
subjects that he wove together to illustrate the Butterfly 
Effect in action: what happens in one place of the planet 
affects a variety of others and are all connected. In 
pointing out problem conditions he reminded the audience 
that many peoples live without electricity in huts where 
food is regularly cooked inside on fires fueled by wood. 
The smoke-filled air is toxic, the equivalent of inhaling 
400 cigarettes every day. The forests are cut for wood. 
Migrating butterflies, other insects and animals lose 
habitat. His answer is providing fuel efficient stoves that 
vent to the outside. The inside air is cleared, far less wood 
is used for fuel, the forests survive and wildlife is safe.  

Another major danger to the world’s people and animals is 
the loss of wilderness through urban land development and 
agriculture. Trees are cleared. Herbicides poison more than 
just the intended pests. Toone’s alternative is aquaponics, a 
method of growing produce and fish within a single system 
that saves water, energy, and fertilizer.

Bill Toone has a master’s degree from the University 
of California, Davis, where he studied the reproductive 
behavior of the California condor. He then worked for the 
Zoological Society of San Diego and the California Condor 
Recovery Team. While working at the Zoo, Bill co-founded 
ECOLIFE Conservation in 2003. In 2008, Bill resigned from 
the zoo to devote full-time effort to ECOLIFE to use 

conservation as a tool to both protect our natural world 
and improve human lives. He and his wife Sunni travel and 
work around the world. www.Ecolifeconservation.org/ .
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deL mar CommunITy CaLendar
Highlights for December 2017

deL mar Farmers markeT   
Every Saturday 

from 1-4 pm in the Upper Shores Park  
225 Ninth Street behind the Community Building 

Pop-Up Book Sale at Del Mar Library on December 2, 2017. 
Photo Ann Gardner.

DM Foundation - Young Del Mar.  Rad Hatter @ Santa 
by the Sea. Sun, Dec 3, 3–5pm NW Corner of 15th and 
Camino Del Mar.  Part of DMVA Santa by the Sea event

DM Library – Kids.  Kids Chess. All skill levels welcome.  
Supplies provided.  Sunday, December 3, 10 & 17, 2:15pm.

City Council Meeting.  December 4, 2017, 4:30 PM - 9:00 
PM @ City Council Chambers

Planning Commission.  December 5, 2017, 6:00 
PM - 10:00 PM @ Del Mar Council Chambers at Southfair

DM Community Connections.  Tuesday Lunch 
Connections.  Tuesday, December 5, noon to 1:30 pm, Del 
Mar Community Building, 225 9th St. 

DM Library – Teens/Adults.  Adult Yoga.  With certified 
instructor Lynne Truong. Please bring a mat & towel. 
Tuesdays in December, 12pm.

DM Library – Teens/Adults.  English Conversation Café. 
Practice  your English speaking skills with others.  Tuesday 
December 5 & 19, 4:30pm.

Design Review Board Special Training Meeting.  
December 6, 2017, 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM @ Del Mar Council 
Chambers at Southfair

DM Library – Kids.  Pre-School Story Time.  Ages 3 – 5 
yrs. old. Stories, songs and finger plays including simple 
concepts in stories and characters. Wednesdays in 
December, 10am.

DM Library – Teens/Adults.  Conversational Spanish 
Instruction.  With native speaker Lucy. Wednesdays in 
December, 6pm.

DM Library – Teens/Adults.  Chair Yoga.  Chairs 
provided. Please bring a towel  & water bottle. Wednesdays 
in December, 10:30am & 11:30am.  

DM Library – Teens/Adults.  Meditation Class. 
Wednesday, December 6, 13 & 27, 6pm. 

Sea-Level Rise Stakeholder-Technical Advisory 
Committee.  December 7, 2017, 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM @ Del 
Mar Council Chambers at Southfair

DM Foundation. First Thursdays: Westwind Brass.  Thu, 
Dec 7, 7–8:15pm Powerhouse.  Open to subscription 
holders only!

DM Library – Kids.  Story Time.  Fridays in December, 10 
& 11am & Thursday, December 28, 10am.

DM Community Connections.  Board of Directors 
Meeting.  Saturday, December 9, 9am, Del Mar Community 
Building, 225 9th St

DM Community Connections.  New Photography Group 
Interest Meeting .  Monday, December 11, 4pm to 5pm, Del 
Mar Community Building

DM Community Connections.  Cannabis as Medicine for 
Seniors.  Tuesday, December 12, 3pm to 4pm

DM Community Connections.  Healthy Aging 
Forum with Dr. Kalina - Topic: Celebration of Light and 
Life.  Tuesday, December 12, 9:30 to 11:30am, Del Mar 
Community Building, 225 9th St. 

DM Library – Kids.  Toddler Story Time: Ages 1-2. Stories, 
songs and finger plays for toddlers including concepts in 
shapes, colors and numbers. December 12 & 26, 10am.

Design Review Board.  December 13, 2017, 6:00 
PM - 10:00 PM @ Del Mar Council Chambers at Southfair

DM Community Connections.  Holiday Luncheon – 
RSVP required.  Wednesday, December 13, noon to 2pm, St 
Peter’s Parish Hall

DM Community Connections.  Movie Van. Tuesday, 
December 14, time TBD

DM Library – Teens/Adults.  Anza Borrego Desert 
Region.  With Diana Lindsay.  Co-author of new 6th ed. of 
this guidebook.  Thursday, Dec. 14, 6pm

DM Library – Teens/Adults.  Book Talks and Treats. Staff 
& readers share reviews and recommendations of recently 
read books. Copies are available for check out. Coffee and 
snacks. Friday December 15, 2pm. (3rd Friday of the month.

City Council Meeting.  December 18, 2017, 4:30 PM - 9:00 
PM @ City Council Chambers

DM Community Connections.  Tuesday Lunch 
Connections.  Tuesday, December 19, noon to 1:30 pm, Del 
Mar Community Building, 225 9th St. 

Business Support Advisory Committee.  December 26, 
2017, 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM @ Del Mar Council Chambers at 
Southfair

Finance Committee.  December 26, 2017, 4:30 PM - 6:15 
PM @ Del Mar Council Chambers at Southfair
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Rachel Beld.  Photo Jeff Barnouw.

Clem Brown.   
Photo Julie Maxey-Allison.

neW CITy sTaFF  
Welcome, rachel!
Jeff Barnouw | Amphitheatre Drive

S ince February, Rachel Beld has been Del Mar’s 
Senior Management Analyst. “Analyst” suggests 

that she works on the number- and data-crunching side 
of the projects she’s involved with, like the Downtown 
Streetscape (pre-construction project manager) and 
staff liaison to the DMVA, to our many non-profits, and 
to the new City Arts Advisory Committee appointed by 
the Council at its December 4 meeting. The seven new 
members (plus one ex officio) will meet for the first time in 
January. One early bit of business: find a new corral for the 
Breeders’ Cup horse that’s still roaming (when no one is 
looking) in Seagrove Park.

neW CITy sTaFF  

Welcome, Clem!
Julie Maxey-Allison | 10th Street

H e has plans for our future!  
Clem Brown, in the  new 

position of Environmental 
Sustainability/Special Project 
Manager for Del Mar, is 
working toward significant 
goals, exploring strategies for 
guiding and implementing Del 
Mar’s compliance with the new 
initiatives adopted by the City 
Council. These are the Climate 
Action Plan (CAP), a package 
of policies that will benefit our 
environment, approved June 
6, 2016, and Complete Streets, 
approved October 16, 2017, as 

well as many other sustainability programs. He is the staff 
liaison to the city’s Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB).

Prior to joining Del Mar, Clem worked for the City of San 
Diego as a Program Manager in its Transportation & Storm 
Water Department. His background is in natural resource 
management, CEQA and environmental policy. He earned 
his BS in Forestry from Virginia Polytechnic State University 
and an MPA in Public Administration from George 
Washington University. 

Clem is enthusiastic about working with day to day 
operations in the city that moves us  forward to meet 
the CAP goals. They are to reduce Del Mar’s greenhouse 
gas emissions by 15% by 2020 and 50% by 2035 and the 
renewable energy goal of 50% by 2020, and 100% by 2035. 
His focus is also to “adjust to the effects of climate change, 
current and anticipated, such as sea level rise and water 

continued on page 18
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