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HOrse Trading
Tom Sohn | 26th Street & Art Olson | Avenida Primavera

The 34th running of the Breeders’ Cup will be held
November 3 and 4 at the Del Mar Race Track. For those
unfamiliar, the Breeders’ Cup includes two days of horse
racing, with purses and awards totaling $28 million, generally considered the world’s richest two days of racing. It
has been called the Super Bowl of horse racing, generally
rotates locations annually and will be nationally televised
on NBC. The attendance on days of racing will be capped
at 37,000 spectators for each day. As a frame of reference,
opening day of the Del Mar summer meet in 2016 and 2015
was 42,562 and 40,304. The 2016 San Diego County Fair
averaged approximately 62,000 attendees per day with a
high of 96,501 on July 3.
Along with the crowds on Friday and Saturday, the
Breeders’ Cup has typically brought substantial economic
benefit to the surrounding area. In 2013, the Breeders’ Cup
at Santa Anita in Arcadia, CA brought an estimated $39.5
million in direct spending on everything from hotels and
restaurants to admissions and wagering. Broken down
further, approximately $8.2 million was spent on lodging
and $8 million on food and beverages. This could be a very
nice boost for Del Mar during an otherwise slow period.
In fact, an attempt to find a hotel within the village of Del
Mar would be a fruitless endeavor. Currently, the search
for a hotel room from November 3rd through the 5th for
L’Auberge, Hotel Indigo, the Best Western, the Clarion Inn,
Les Artistes Inn and the Del Mar Motel shows no availability. In addition, while nothing has been made official, the
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Breeders’ Cup officials would like to house certain events
within the village limits as well.
Along those lines, at the December 19, 2016 City Council
meeting, the City Staff presented a proposal under which
the Breeders’ Cup would construct a tent at Powerhouse
Park. The tent would be used for Breeders’ Cup “Barn at
the Beach” events held over a seven-day period. At this
meeting, the Council approved the concept of the “Barn at
the Beach” but left the specific details for a later meeting.
The specific details such as tent size, tent height, tent duration and event details will need to come back before the
City Council for approval but has already started a debate.
Since the event entails one week of active use, as well as
setting up, breaking down, and turf restoration, it would
mean about 10-14 days of restricted public use of the
park. This raises the question of whether Del Mar should
allow its public amenities for extended use. The parks
are already used for commercial or private events such as
weddings or the Summer Solstice but not for such a potentially long duration. It could also set a precedent that our
public amenities are for sale for other long duration private
events. The community must ask itself, is this the direction
in which Del Mar should move.
While it is clear the event holds economic upside for the
County and the City itself, it is a major event being held in
Del Mar during an otherwise quiet time. While the “Barn at
the Beach” details are far from finalized, even the concept poses interesting questions. One thing is certain, the
Breeders’ Cup is coming. Our City Council and the citizens
of Del Mar will have a large say in how well the Breeders’
Cup and its events are received.
Source: 2013 stats for Santa Anita - Tourism Economics
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Editorial

FIRE HOSE OF PRIORITIES

I

f anyone doubts the difficulty of managing local
government, we suggest you take a look at the process
and results of the recent two-day “goals and priorities”
workshop of the Del Mar City Council. Working with all
of the department managers and taking in numerous
comments from the public, our five Council Members
developed a “priority” list of 147 significant work items!
The goals are varied, some big and complicated, some
visionary, some quite mundane, some new, some old
and familiar, some quite controversial and difficult, some
ordinary but necessary. The list paints a clear picture of
an ambitious group of leaders and talented staff members
working on a city that is determined to accomplish many
important objectives.
Check out the list on our website. The list takes you from a
long term effort to relocate bluff top rail tracks, to creating
a pothole portal, from climate action strategies to roadway maintenance, from pension finance issues to redflex
camera enforcement, from consideration of a new police
department to rezoning our commercial areas, from finishing construction of our new city hall to solving our touchy

short term rental business dilemma, from implementing
the new state marijuana law to updating our critical design
review quality controls, and well over 100 other worthwhile
endeavors. This is small town democracy at its best. And it
is what makes Del Mar so special.
As noble as these undertakings may be, the stark reality is
that too many priorities can be as frustrating as no priorities. Recognizing that, the Council is looking to our very
talented city staff to help calibrate how best to use our
limited staff and financial resources to find the sweet spot
for realistic implementation within short and long term
time frames.
The bar is high for our government in a community that
has so many accomplished citizens who want to be
involved and want to see results. The leadership challenge
is how to mobilize all the paid and volunteer talent to focus
on achieving the vision laid out in our constitution, the
Community Plan.
We encourage all citizens to pay attention to this smart
priority setting process and find ways they can engage and
contribute to our community. Del Mar can only retain its
unique character if we continue to care, give, and share our
time, energy, and talents.
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The Sandpiper welcomes readers’ letters and articles.
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Plaza Pipeups
Re: Betty Wheeler’s interview with the new owner of the
Plaza, Marc Brutten, published in the February 2017
Sandpiper.

tamales. What we need is access to a small selection of
everyday groceries including dairy products, canned and
bulk goods. I suggest the Plaza work with the neighborhood to identify needed and wanted items.

Joe Sullivan | Ocean Front

Sandra Dijkstra | Rimini

I

Road

was pleased to see the
interview with Marc Brutten,
the new local owner of the Del
Mar Plaza, in your February
issue. We all look forward
to the revitalization of this
property after years of neglect
by absentee landlords. One
clarification is called for. Mr.
Brutten says he has “been told
that the last market suffered
when the City brought in a
farmers market that cut into the
Plaza market’s sales.” In fact,
I believe the Del Mar Farmers’
Market opened in 1986, while
the Plaza market did not open
until three years later in 1989. I
believe the community and the
region would support both our
weekly Farmers’ Market and a
correctly positioned artisanal
market open every day in the
Plaza.

I

’m sure I was not
alone in applauding
the news that the Del
Mar Plaza is landing
“in local hands”! Many
of us remember back
to when it was a true
community center.
What made it so?
Easy. Carole Carden’s
Esmeralda Bookstore
and Café drew folks
from all over North
County, due to her
welcoming personality,
the shop’s warm
atmosphere, its GREAT
ARRAY OF BOOKS, and
her roster of authors
coming thru to talk
and/or read.

In this internet age,
loneliness prevails, and
Robin Vanderlaan | 13th. Street
folks long for exactly
the set of experiences
am writing in response to
Esmeralda offered.
the Sandpiper article: “Plaza
(Milane Christiansen’s
Lands in Local Hands.” When
BookWorks, in Flower
asked about possible plans
Hill, performed a similar
for a market, the new owner
function.) Now that both
replied that he was interested
have disappeared, as
but “…we would need the City’s
well as the much-loved
assurance that it wants to see
Carole Carden’s Esmeralda Bookstore and Café. Among all the
downtown bookstore
that use in the center again, as
amazing authors hosted by Esmeralda were Alan Ginsburg and Anne on Coast Hwy, Marc
I have been told the last market
Rice! Esmeralda’s first author reading was by Timothy Leary.
Brutten, hopefully, will
suffered when the City brought
Esmeralda closed in 2003.
recognize that providin a farmers’ market that cut into
Photo Carole Carden.
ing the terms that will
Plaza market sales.”
beckon a tenant like
First of all the Farmers’ Market, which recently celebrated
Carole Carden to set up an indie bookstore will be a NET
its 25th anniversary, coexisted with the Plaza market for
PLUS, for his company, AND for the Del Mar Community
years. It wasn’t “brought in by the city,” but started by local
too.
residents as a nonprofit that donates any profits to comI am sure that Carole Carden, herself a longtime Del
munity organizations and scholarships for the vendors’
Marian, who moved her bookstore up to Solana Beach
children. This one-afternoon-a-week produce market was
(and narrowed her focus to architecture and design
not responsible for the demise of the last market.
books), would be happy to advise Mr. Brutten, as would
Secondly, the last market failed to provide wholesome
I, about how to make this happen. I bet many of us in Del
food at reasonable prices. The neighborhood responded
Mar would want to step up, as Palo Alto residents did, to
by rejecting a market offering only overpriced “artisanal
keep Kepler’s. In Aspen, a similar thing happened, and we
goods.” Instead of a specialty market how about a small
should make it happen here. Del Marians are uber-eduneighborhood Bodega, a village pantry that would complecated and uber-cultured, and would welcome an oasis that
ment, not compete with the Farmers’ Market. We have a
only an indie bookstore can provide.
weekly source for produce, eggs, fish, bread, cheese and
Cheering you on, MARC!

I
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Three is Better Than One
Don Mosier | Rimini Road

T

he new Civic Center project continues on time and on
budget despite the wetter than expected weather. The
installation of a new roundabout at Jimmy Durante and
San Dieguito Drive has begun, and the second phase of
the Riverwalk pathway project along the north side of San
Dieguito Drive is almost complete. A picture is worth a
thousand words, so here are five thousand words worth in
my own photos below.

Two Road Closed signs are better than one. 11th Street was closed for
3 days for water and sewer connections to the new Civic Center.

Relocation of the drainage system for the San Dieguito River bridge
and new roundabout. These improvements will help protect the environmentally sensitive site close to the San Dieguito River.
Photos Don Mosier.
View north from 10th Street where vehicles will enter the garage.
Finished width will be 24 feet (the Bobcat is about 6 feet wide).

View of the new Riverpath Del Mar extension looking east down San
Dieguito Drive. This section will be completed with addition of decomposed granite in the coming weeks. Further east, a concrete pathway
has been completed alone the north side of San Dieguito Drive, providing an alternative route from the parking lot to the new trail and
much improved pedestrian access to the local businesses.

Rebar in position for pouring concrete for the deck that will support
City Hall. The deck under Town Hall will be even thicker since it will
also serve as Emergency Operations Center for the city. Two hundred
fifty people dancing will be well supported.
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Roving Teen Reporter

Incentives for Granny

Speaking Out

Ira Sharp | Crest Road

Lily Nilipour | Torrey Pines High School Senior

I

t seems that, in the weeks of Donald Trump’s presidency
so far, public opinion on nearly every topic has been
vastly divided. As a high school student, I have seen that
same divide right here at school and in the community,
though on a smaller scale.
One issue that particularly resonates with high school
students is the topic of marches and protests. All across
the country, and even more so in California, marches of all
sizes have taken up various causes, from women’s rights
to immigration. College campuses especially have been
a hotspot for these marches, perhaps most notably at UC
Berkeley earlier this month.
“Protests are important [because] people have freedom of
speech,” Canyon Crest student Rachel F. said. “They have
shaped our country, and it’s something our country has
fought for.”
Students in high school have been able to relate to these
marches — positively or negatively — because it is a way
for them to participate in an otherwise rather distant
political environment. For example, a group of students at
Canyon Crest even organized their own silent march a few
weeks ago in response to the immigration ban. Although
continued on page 6

FROM THE 1997 sANDPIPER

N

EWS BULLETIN: HOUSING IN DEL MAR IS NOT
AFFORDABLE FOR LOW AND MIDDLE INCOME
FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS. Before you say Duh
and flip to the Sandpiper’s sports page, consider the
possibilities for your property. The City is looking for ways
to encourage more accessory dwelling units (ADUs), as
the state continues to pressure communities to provide
more housing for low and middle income families. Del
Mar’s Housing Element, which requires the city to provide
42 affordable residential units during 2013-2021, includes
many programs to reach this goal. One of the programs is
to allow more ADUs (sometimes known as Granny Flats).
These have been allowed in Del Mar since 1990, but as
of today, only two have been permitted, though probably
more exist in reality. To the extent that they are occupied
by persons who qualify as low to middle income people,
Del Mar may be missing out on the ability to count them
as affordable housing (AH) units. In order to be counted as
an AH unit, the owner must negotiate an agreement with
the City, and the City has flexibility in the terms of these
agreements.
The state legislature is not waiting until the end of every
community’s Housing Element period to determine if
communities are accomplishing their goals. Anticipating
that goals may be difficult to achieve, it has passed laws
designed to increase the stock of affordable housing units
right now. Therefore, the City Council has tasked staff with
designing a pilot program to determine what is required
to make ADUs a more attractive alternative for increasing the number of AH units, with a minimal impact on
neighborhoods.
The state requires that cities like Del Mar develop a set of
permit requirements to allow for the construction of ADUs.
The permit must be issued as a “ministerial act” (no DRB
approval required) within 120 days of the application. The
highlights of the law include:
a. The City cannot require that parking be provided if the
ADU is within an existing structure and is within half
a mile of public transportation (this includes most of
Del Mar) If any parking is provided, it must be in the
setback or tandem.
b. The primary dwelling and the ADU cannot be sold
separately.
c. The City can require that a rental be leased for at least
30 days and that the owner must reside in the primary
residence or the ADU.
The City could also permit “Junior” ADUs. A Junior ADU
cannot exceed 500 square feet, must be within the walls of
an existing space, have a separate entrance and include a
separate bedroom and efficiency kitchen. In addition, only
one such unit per lot is allowed, the owner must reside on
the premises, and the ADU and primary residence must be
sold as one property.
The Del Mar City Council must pass ordinances to allow
continued on page 6
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Lane Change Controversial
Ann Gardner | Via Latina

C
New Earth Day Is Coming!

T

he Del Mar Foundation is excited to launch its
newest community event on Saturday, April
22. In conjunction with traditional Earth Day
celebrations around the world, we will be staging our
own event, New Earth Day Del Mar: Local Solutions
for Global Issues at the Powerhouse Community
Center. This will not be a small-scale beach cleanup
and informal talk similar to what the Foundation has
sponsored in past years. Our new event will feature
a fun, educational interactive program to appeal
to all ages along with a healthy, environmentally
sustainable dinner and snacks (along with local
wines and beer) for attendees, all free of charge.
The program will begin at 4PM. Powerhouse Park
will be filled with a variety of fun, interactive exhibits
designed to educate young families about the importance of mitigating the effects of climate change
and preserving a clean, safe environment. The
family portion of the day will include games, experiments and challenges, as well as healthy snacks
for our youngest citizens. Beginning at 5:45PM,
our program turns more serious as we head inside
the Powerhouse for a roundtable discussion of the
environmental challenges threatening our planet and
courses of action. Experts from the following organizations, among others, will participate in our discussion: Scripps Institution of Oceanography, Climate
Action Campaign, Del Mar Lagoon and Sustainability
Committees, Clean Water Program, Nature and
Culture, San Dieguito Joint River Valley Conservancy,
Bike/Walk Del Mar, and the Surfrider Foundation.
Dinner will follow the discussion, along with an
opportunity to speak to the experts individually.
New Earth Day Del Mar is the brainchild of our
former Foundation Special Events Chair Julie MaxeyAllison, long-time resident and community volunteer
Bruce Bekkar, and current Foundation Special Events
Chair Sandra Hoyle. Their committee has been hard
at work for months to plan a program that will serve
as a launch pad for future action. As Julie explained,
“We are all so fortunate to live in such beautiful
surroundings. It is important to educate our community as to the threats to our environment, so that
we can take action and preserve the beauty for future
generations.”
Keep following our Facebook page and Twitter posts
(@delmarfound) for updates and registration information. We look forward to seeing you on April 22.

ouncil faced a packed, standing-room only, chamber
last month challenging the City’s proposed elimination
of the free right hand turn lane going north on Camino
del Mar from Carmel Valley Road, and objecting to the
lack of communication with residents who said they
would be most impacted. The Council received 48 letters
before the meeting and heard 30 speakers saying: “We’re
your neighbors. We need to work together. Give us an
opportunity to work with you! I was astounded that
I wasn’t noticed about a lane closure, only sidewalk
improvements.”
At issue was approval of a new design proposal for “roadway and sidewalk improvements” on Camino Del Mar
between 4th Street/Del Mar Heights and Carmel Valley
Road. The new design was based on a perception that
eliminating one of the northbound lanes during repair of
the Anderson Canyon bluff collapse did not appear

TEEN REPORTER
continued from page 5

there must have been some differing opinions at the
school, students still respected each other’s right to those
opinions.
That is a trend I have noticed among high school students:
despite having opposing political views, most understand
that peaceful argument and expression is vital to maintaining the spirit of democracy in our country. The ability
for people to march and protest in a non-disruptive way is
expressly ensured in the First Amendment.
Yet, it is when protests go too far, such as at UC Berkeley,
that high schoolers seem to draw the line.
“I support peaceful protests, not protests that are violent,
disruptive or doing anything illegal,” Rachel said. “You can
initiate change, [but you can’t] expect others to respect you
if you don’t follow the rules. People need to keep their cool
so that their opponents can’t use their mistakes against
them.”
This is what perhaps highlights the sentiment that needs
to be a little dampened in the political climate — feelings
of animosity, superiority, and harshness. Marches, done
peacefully, have the potential to open up conversations, to
bring up topics misrepresented or under-discussed. But,
when they are either merged with hostility or met with hostility, that underlying purpose becomes skewed.

Incentives For Granny
continued from page 5

for and encourage the development of more ADUs, which
will count toward the number of units needed to meet the
targets agreed to in the Housing Element. The Council is
asking the Housing Corporation, the Planning Commission,
and the Finance Committee to
identify incentives
that could stimulate more ADU
applications.
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December 2016
Jo Morgenthal, Program Director

Monday Excursions

D
Standing room only at Camino del Mar City Council Hearing.
Photo Ann Gardner.

to have adverse impacts on traffic and would allow for
improved pedestrian access and bicycle safety. But the
speakers disagreed. They complained about a notice for
“improvements” only not a lane closure, the late notice and
lack of information.
Councilmembers acknowledged the problem and apologized specifically for the apparent lack of communication
between Del Mar and residents in the Terrace, a community represented by San Diego City Councilmember Barbara
Bry and the Torrey Pines Community Planning Group.
Planning Group Vice Chair Dee Rich emphasized that their
community has worked closely with the City of Del Mar on
many local and regional projects in the past but learned
about the new project only by reading about it in a newspaper. “Can we work together to solve these concerns before
any action is taken?” she asked. The Council said yes. In a
unanimous vote Council:
1. Appointed Council members Dave Druker and Sherryl
Park as a subcommittee to review the project with staff taking into account the input received.
2. Direct the subcommittee to work with the City’s Traffic
and Parking Advisory Committee and the Torrey Pines
Planning Group to reconsider the project and presentation.
3. Come back to Council with recommendations.
The project’s most controversial change was elimination
of the free right hand turn from Carmel Valley north onto
Camino del Mar by adding a right turn on red light signal
only and reducing Camino del Mar to one lane going north
to the Del Mar Heights intersection. Several suggestions
were made on how to increase bicycle safety without
this change, for instance a yield sign or a roundabout. A
number of speakers questioned the risk to bicyclists in the
current configuration. Many speakers and a majority of the
Council supported the proposed walking path on the west
side of the highway and changes to the Del Mar Heights/
Camino del Mar intersection. The City Manager suggested
they might want to consider going back to a previously
approved plan that included the path and intersection
improvements but did not eliminate the free right hand turn
at Carmel Valley Road or reduce Camino del Mar north to
Fourth St. to one lane. This option was referred to the subcommittee to determine whether concerns for the new plan
were based more on lack of information than fact and what
concerns could be minimized.

MCC has added a new program to our monthly
schedule of activities. One Monday every month
our “Sprinter” bus takes Del Mar Seniors to some
of the beautiful locations in San Diego. Upcoming
excursions include a guided tour of the Stuart
Collection, and a walking tour of Queen Califia’s
Magical Circle in Kit Carson Park. This is a great
opportunity for socializing with local peers, as well
as getting out into the fresh air. The trips last about
three hours, and usually end with a no host lunch,
time to socialize and catch up. If you are interested
in learning more about this activity, and to find out
each month when and where the bus will go, please
contact the DMCC office at 858-792-7565 to be added
to our mailing list.
NEST…… (Neighborhood Emergency Support
Team)
As extremes in weather patterns continue to occur
in our region, now is the time to evaluate just how
your individual household is prepared should a
disaster occur. If you think you, or someone you
know, might need help during a disaster or evacuation, our Neighborhood Emergency Support Team
(NEST) program is here to assist. The aim of NEST
is to help during a disaster if our first-responders
are unable to respond. The program matches each
participant with two of their neighbors who will help
them take simple steps to plan ahead for disasters, help the participants made decisions should a
disaster occur, call their emergency contacts, and
help them with their pre-arranged evacuation plan if
needed. For more information please contact DMCC
at 858-792-7565.
Foxy Flyer is ready to serve…
DMCC’s handicapped accessible van is available
to all Del Mar residents in wheelchairs who could
benefit from transportation assistance. It augments
two other services in the DMCC transportation
program—the weekly “Sprinter” bus service which
takes seniors on grocery and other group trips, and
the “volunteer driver” service in which a volunteer
drives a senior to medical, dental or physical therapy
appointments. Arrangements for any of the three
services can be made by calling the DMCC office at
858 -792-7565.
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Sandpiper 20th Anniversary!

Times TWENTY!

Virginia Lawrence | Caminito
Del Rocio

I

n March 1997 the very first
Sandpiper made its debut
in Del Mar. Its eight pages
expressed many of DM’s
current concerns. Published
by the Del Mar Community
Alliance, the three editors
included Gay Hugo-Martinez
(Editor), Julie Korsmeyer
(Assistant Editor), and Chuck
Newton (Copy Editor). You
will find below a full list
of the 1997 headlines and
authors as well as of unsigned
contributions. To read
all eight pages of the first
Sandpiper, please visit the
Sandpiper website at:
www.delmarsandpiper.org/
• Noise and Urination! By
Paul Masters
• Tough Choices Ahead on
Costs And Programming for
Local Cable TV3 By Chuck
Newton
• Del Mar’s Public Spaces
Beautified By Gifted
Anonymous Residents By
Karen Lockwood
• Retail, Bars Banned On
Stratford Court By Paul
Masters
• Nobody asked me but...
By Harvey Furgatch
• Youth Sports Little League
By Sam Winner
• Del Mar Charge Card
Richard Simons

By

• Council Approves Biz Vote
on BID By Chuck Newton
• The Helicopters Cometh?
By Henry Abarbanel
• After 32 Years, an
Emotional Goodbye By Gay Hugo-Martinez

• Whitehead Staying Here

• Active Program at DM Merchants Assn. By Henry
Abarbanel
• Camino del Mar Bridge Connects Us to the Past, But
Has Controversial Future By Alice Goodkind

• IN OUR MIDST
Local Folks of Note: Charles David Keeling
• STREET WORK

• Fairgrounds Jamboree To Draw 15-20 Thousand

Sewer Replacement

• Planning Staff Seeks Simplified Permits

Storm Drain Improvements

• Final Payment of Library Pledges

• MARCH AGENDAS Of Our City Government
continued on next page
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Sandpiper 20th Anniversary !

COMMENTARY: Beginnings
Bud Emerson | Klish Way

T

here we were, about 15 or more Delmarians sitting in a
circle around Jacqueline’s living room, in the year 1996.
I remember John, Chuck, Rosalind, Lou, Shirley, Brooke,
Debbie, Joel, Judy, Henry, Joe, Rosanne, Lee, Joyce, Bill,
Marshal, Julie, Mary Ann, Gordon, Gay, Joe, Ivo, Sharon
Ann and several more. For years we had been diligently
fighting to protect the small town character of Del Mar,
meeting twice a month in between City Council meetings
to study and discuss the issues of the day: planning,
design review, view protection, traffic, fairgrounds friction,
beachfront encroachment, city hall upgrading, downtown
revitalization. Sound familiar?
We were quite frustrated and often on the defensive, mostly
from a faction in town who we believed were trying to
commercialize and grow Del Mar into a Newport Beach
look-alike. Their case was being marketed by the yellow
journalism of a paper called “Del Mar Today” written and
published anonymously, though everyone knew it

FROM THE 1997 sANDPIPER

was led by Tom and Bill. The paper ridiculed “green” values, railed against the Community Plan, and personalized
attacks against environmentally-oriented leaders. This was
the heyday of the we/they wars that made Del Mar notorious around the region.
We were fed up with our ineffectiveness in articulating
the vision and values that were so well articulated in the
Community Plan, our “constitution.” Instead of always
being reactive to the relentless attacks from our opponents
we needed to become proactive. We were convinced that if
we could find a way to make the case for the development
of our town consistent with the Community Plan, it would
win the day. Newcomers and oldtimers would come to see
that Del Mar would benefit by differentiating itself from the
mindless development eating up the rest of the county. Del
Mar would preserve its special quality of life that would
ultimately result in increased property values.
One of our leaders, Chuck Newton, a man with a strong
communications background, began making the case for
us to create our own version of a community news outlet. He argued for funding a grassroots supported paper
that would represent Community Plan values by soliciting
writers from the community, would provide a forum for
reasoned conversation and debate, would keep citizens up
to date on local news, and would set a standard for civil
discourse without personal attacks. The focus would be on
a community working to balance the built environment, the
human environment, and the natural environment.
After much discussion and debate we formed a consensus to raise funds and start a paper. Within a few months,
with generous funding mostly from Harvey Furgatch, the
“Sandpiper” was born.
Over the past 20 years the Sandpiper has appeared in every
Del Mar home at least ten months a year. For most of that
time the paper was cranked out heroically on the shoulders of a succession of individual editors including Chuck,
Gay, Julie, Jacqueline, Penny, Mark, John, Sam, Carol, and
Shirley. Finally, Carol and Shirley came up with the idea
of an editorial team to spread the workload and achieve
broader perspective. For the last five or six years we have
been operating with a ten person editorial team. Over the
years, the Sandpiper has proudly printed the words of more
than 500 writers.
During its twenty years of operation, the Sandpiper has
evolved, as has the community, to embrace a variety of
views about how to interpret and bring to fruition the eloquent vision of the Community Plan

Times Twenty

HAPPY 2OTH ANNIVERSARY, SANDPIPER!

continued from page 8

• Set Council Straight!
• Hills Elementary Team Masters Knowledge
• How to Get Involved In City

Government

• TP High in Academic Bow

Correction
The Sandpiper, aware that the volume numbers for the
print issues from 2007 to 2016 were incorrect, has correctly
labeled this issue as “volume 21.”

• Del Mar Beach Now Live on Internet
• Triangular Dilemma … small triangle of land on Camino
del Mar between 23rd and 24th streets...
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Commission Kicks Back

FROM THE 1997 sANDPIPER

Ann Gardner | Via Latina

Planning Commissioners (from left to right) Don Countryman, Nate
McCay, Vice Chair; Ted Bakker, Chair; Philip Posner and Carmel
Myers vote at February 14 meeting. Courtesy City of Del Mar.

O

n February 14, the Planning Commission voted 3 to
2 that they could not interpret, as requested by City
Council, whether or not short term rentals were allowed
by the City’s Municipal Code. The majority cited the lack
of a definition in the Code for short term rentals versus
the minority position that short terms rentals are allowed
by historical precedent, by lack of code enforcement, and
by recognition of transient housing in the Community
Plan. Commissioners Countryman and Mckay supported
a finding that “pursuant to a review of the Municipal Code
STRs are a permitted use.” The motion failed and Chair
Bakker with Commissioners Myers and Posner approved
a motion stating that the lack of a definition in the code
does not allow them to decide if STRs are allowed or not
allowed in Del mar’s residential areas. The issue was sent
back to the City Council “to figure it out.”
Underlying the discussion by both positions was the implication that it was the City Council’s responsibility to decide
whether STRs should be allowed and regulated. “It is a policy issue,” Commissioner McKay said. There is a “tension
between residents versus tourists that requires the Council
to address how to handle that isn’t addressed by us interpreting the code. Thankfully it is not our job.” Speaking for
the majority Commissioner Myers said “it (the definition for
an STR) is just not there. Let the Council decide this.”
The vote followed testimony from 20 speakers who were
reminded to speak to the interpretation, not the merits of
STRs. Del Mar’s zoning ordinance was defined by the City
Attorney as “permissive,” i.e. listed uses only are permitted
and if not specifically listed are prohibited. Countryman
said he found using that definition in interpreting the Code
“imperfect.” He cited uses listed in some residential areas
that are similar enough to STRs such as a child care facility that allowed him to find STRs acceptable in residential
areas. The zoning definition for the north beach residential
area where there are a high number of STRs is “designed
for one family residential” with a small day care facility or
small community care facility also allowed.
With few exceptions the public speakers and numerous
red dot letters supported an interpretation to allow STRs
in residential areas. The exception was a letter signed by
over 90 residents stating they believed the correct interpretation was that STRs are transient visitor-serving businesses that are allowed in all zones where hotels,

motels, boarding houses and lodging houses are allowed
and disallowed in all other residential areas.
Readers can listen to the Commission discussion by going
to the City’s website and accessing the February 14 videoon-demand beginning at approximately one and a half
hours into the three hour meeting.
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ASK DR. RICH!
Rich Simons | Upper East 11th

Every month, Rich Simons answers readers’ most perplexing
questions.
I’ve noticed in the news lately that the recent
storms have knocked over a lot of really big trees all
over the county. Have you experienced any trouble?
– t.c.
Dear t.c.,

W

ell, let’s see – if a giant eucalyptus crashing through
your roof in the middle of a rainstorm is trouble,
we’ve had our share of it. Fortunately our dog is a Labrador
and loves to swim. But this event could be the start of a big
new trend in urban planning and forest management, not
to mention ecological sensitivity. What I’m saying is that it
is time to change the way we think about trees.

Photo illustration Art Olson.

The credit for this new philosophy must go to my neighbor,
who prefers (for the time being) to remain anonymous. But
you need to know that he is a life-time card carrying member of that cult known as “tree huggers.” His credentials
in this matter are impeccable – he was for many years a
docent at Torrey Pines State Park, extolling for visitors the
beauty and grandeur of nature, and especially: Big Trees!

After Rain
Joanne Sharp | Umatilla Street

The thirsty road holds up

(Full disclosure requires that I reveal that I, too, have
hugged a tree or two in the past).

its weathered cups
brimful with the

But on with our narrative. Not too long ago, in the midst of
one of our ferocious storms, a gigantic tree came crashing
down on the neighbor’s house, putting a nice dent in the
roof and nearly nicking his lovely wife. It also crushed his
pergola (“parabola”? – well, something like that). If he happened to be growing arugula at the time, I imagine it would
have crushed that, too.

blessed water, stirred
by asphalt into coffee,
tea, cafe au lait
Breezes cool and stiffen

The neighbor thought and thought, and then he had what I
think is called an “epiphany.” He realized that although he
has been a “tree hugger” all his life, now he was moved by
events to be a “tree hater.” And considering our own narrow escape from an “arbor of death,” I decided to join him
and form a society to defend against this evil. As I write,
there lurks across the street a monster Torrey Pine. When
it falls, it can destroy any one of four houses, depending on
which way it falls. So which way WILL it fall? Place your
bets, folks. We’re playing a very dangerous game of roulette here.

overhead, stage left,
white clouds make their exit,
pushed by ones more grey
with promise of a refill,
more rain is on the way...

But we want to be perfectly clear on this point – we have
no brief with trees per se. Our quarrel is with BIG TREES in
YARDS! Trees have no more business in our gardens than
grizzly bears and skunks. Creatures like that belong where
God first put them . . . in FORESTS! Now the soft-hearted
among you will say: “but what about LITTLE trees?” Well
the trouble with little trees is just like the trouble with little
babies – if you feed them and water them they grow up to
be TEENAGERS!

Train crossing tracks next to Powerhouse Park. Photo Don Mosier.

If you would like to join us in eliminating this pestilence
from our neighborhoods (trees, not teenagers – we’ll deal
with them later), we ask you to please direct your correspondence to the publishers of this periodical.
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Farmer Fabien
Jeff Barnouw | Amphitheatre Drive

“I

t’s like dancing with Mother Nature,” Fabian Huertas
said, when I asked him how he and the Farmers’
Market were coping with the wind and rain. In his
first weeks as the new Manager the weather had been
difficult. Still he was visibly enjoying his new job. He
feels “honored and blessed.” For him the Market is as
much about the people as the produce. And the feeling
of congeniality was palpable as vendors and their
customers went about their business despite drizzle or
downpour and bluster.

Eugene Schwartz

William Arballo

Eugene (Gene) Schwartz (1925-2017), having
served in WWII in field artillery in the Philippines
and with the occupation force in Japan, worked as a
labor organizer and publishing in hometown New
York, came to Del Mar in 1969 to help start up CRM/
Psychology Today. He was an engaged citizen,
writing columns from 1982 to 1995 in the Del Mar
Surfcomber the Del Mar Citizen and Blade-Citizen
newspapers. At the time of his death he had almost
completed a three-volume collection of his columns, entitled Del Mar Days. Community Life and
Civic Engagement in a Small American City. The
first volume is available and the rest will follow. For
those who love Del Mar, it is a fascinating archive
of a period of intense political give-and-take that he
called “sparkling years.”
New Del Mar Farmers’ Market Manager, Fabian Huerts.
Photo Jeff Barnouw.

It was a job that found him. His connection with farmers markets started not that long ago when one Saturday
he answered the call to help out the mother of his best
friend (“She’s like a mother to me.”) with her Blue Heron
Organic Farm at the Vista market. He was giving up part
of his precious weekend. But the experience hooked
him. It “blossomed into four years.” The last three
included coming to Del Mar, which became the favorite
of the five markets he worked at.
But then his “Mom,” Andrea Peterson, who had been
having a bout with cancer (why he was asked to help
out), decided to retire. She’s doing well now, but in June
2016 Blue Heron closed down. In the meantime, he
had been going to college and Del Mar Farmers Market
was helping him with its scholarship program. Since
that started he has been on the Dean’s List consistently
for two years, first at Palomar College and now at CSU
San Marcos where he’s majoring in…marketing. On his
phone he showed me a letter he had received from the
Dean inviting him to a congratulatory lunch.

William (Bill) Arballo (1924-2016) lived as a teenager in the historic Alvarado House on 10th Street.
His 2004 book “Del Mar Reflections” is packed with
anecdotes and details of living in Del Mar in those
early days. After serving as an Army medic in WWII
and being awarded with a Silver Star, Bronze Star,
Purple Heart, and Combat Medical Badge First Award,
he married and returned to Del Mar. He helped get
the path of Interstate 5 moved inland from 101, was
elected to the City Council in 1960 and became the
City’s third Mayor in 1962. He wrote columns for The
Coast News and Copley newspapers.
Text Jeff Barnouw. Photos courtesy Del Mar Historical Society.

He had made such an impression at DMFM that when Ana
Nieto decided to step down, the Board thought of him. His
studies connect well with his work. He has plans to increase
the market from its current 30 or so vendors and attract
more customers. More folks to enjoy the fruits and vegetables, fish and fowl, and the friendly social experience. If
Mother Nature would only cooperate.
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Gem at the Plaza
Tom Sohn | 26th Street

M

uch has
been made
lately about the
Plaza, its lack of
vibrant stores or
its recent change
to local ownership.
Regardless,
one gem (pun
intended) you
shouldn’t miss as
you walk down
Camino Del Mar is
Made In Earth. If
you simply pass by,
it is your loss.
Made In Earth is
a jewelry brand
focusing on semiprecious gemstones, sourced
from across the
globe and in some
cases, even outer
space (yes, outer
space). Opened
in 2015, the Del
Mar gallery joined
Made In Earth’s
other locations
in Venice Beach,
Photo Tom Sohn.
California, New
York, New York
and Melbourne, Victoria Australia. In Del Mar, there are
over 230 gemstones on-site including crystals, fossils and
meteorites (outer space!). The types of jewelry are quite
diverse as each stone is made into various pieces including
pendants, rings, earrings and bracelets.
In addition to the beauty and visual uniqueness of each
piece, every stone maintains some form of spiritual
significance. For example, wearing the tourmalinated
quartz (found in Brazil) grants strength and protection
while the dendritic opal (found in Australia) aids in stress
management.
During my visit, I had the benefit of visiting with Made In
Earth’s founder, creative director and head designer, Bunny
Bedi. Bunny himself has a unique background having been
a chef for 10 years prior to founding Made In Earth. A
native of Australia, Bunny founded his first store in 1999 in
Australia. Bunny took the time to walk me through many
of the stones, their origin and their spiritual significance.
Bunny has in-depth knowledge of each gemstone and how
it was made. It truly is amazing to see what the earth is
capable of producing and Made In Earth has done a tremendous job in offering meaningful and beautiful jewelry
containing this magic.
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Bridge Up

Metered Compromise

Bridge Replacement Project Inches Along

Ira Sharp | Crest Road

Virginia Lawrence | Caminito Del Rocio

L

ast month City Council approved a controversial
agreement with the Coastal Commission that allows
149 new metered parking spaces in the North Beach and
Via de la Valle area, but also reduces the current “no
overnight” parking restriction to only two hours, from
2 to 4 a.m. The Commission had challenged the City’s
request for a Coastal Permit to add metered parking with
a parking rate of up to $3 per hour, which the Commission
stated was higher than in other Coastal cities. They also
questioned whether Del Mar had obtained approval for the
installation and changed rates of existing coastal parking
meters as well as signage limiting parking after 10 p.m. in
the beach community.
Faced with the possibility of costly litigation the City negotiated with Commission staff and took a proposed agreement to its Traffic and Parking Advisory Committee. The
Committee recommended approval and after some debate
the Council approved the agreement 4 to 1 with Mayor
Sinnott opposed.

July 5th, 2016. The arrow indicates the sunken span.
Photos Virginia Lawrence.

The changes that you are likely to notice are in three
categories:
1. Parking Meters
All 392 meters in the coastal area of the City are covered by the agreement. The rate at these parking spaces
is variable to a maximum of $3 per hour; when parking
is plentiful because of the season or the weather, the
rate will fall. Meters can be active between 8AM and
10PM. The maximum rate for a day is $15.
2. Parking Locations
Meters will be installed on the south side of Border
Avenue, the east side of CDM at North Beach, on the
south side of VDLV and at the south end of the City
approaching Carmel Valley Road. They will likely be
some iteration of pay and display, possibly with sensors
that will zero the remaining time on the meter when a
car leaves the space.
3. Parking Signage

Seven months later on a misty morning - February 3, 2017.

I

n early July 2016 engineers discovered that the new
almost-completed railroad replacement bridge over
the Penasquitos Lagoon had settled about 10 inches
at one span in the previous 2 1/2 months. It would be
expensive to fix the mistake, and likely add months to
the schedule. In fact, the “fix” has been going on for
seven months now, and in January all railroad traffic
was discontined for two weekends with the crews
working 24/7. Because of rain, a third planned weekend
closing did not take place.
Once again, all railroad traffic was discontinued for
the weekend of February 25-26. More stoppages are
planned for the weekends of March 11-12 and March
25-26 (weather permitting).

All signs which restrict overnight parking are subject
to the agreement. Signs which currently read no parking between 10 PM and early morning hours must be
removed. Most will be replaced with signs that prohibit
parking between 2AM and 4AM. No signs restricting
overnight parking will be allowed between VDLV and
the San Dieguito River mouth on either side of CDM. DM
laws prohibiting sleeping in vehicles are not affected by
the change in signage.

Correction
The proposed Watermark project, as recently modified,
includes 6 (SIX) affordable units (not 3), as incorrectly
stated in the February 2017 Sandpiper on page 5
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Del Mar Community Calendar
Highlights for MARCH 2017
DM Library Kids - Love on a Leash. Reading to dogs has
been shown to improve a child’s reading skills, confidence
and self-esteem. Wednesday, March 1 & 15, 1pm. (1st &
3rd Wednesday of the month.)
DM Library Adults - Conversational Spanish
Instruction. With native speaker Lucy. Wednesdays in
March, 6pm.
DM Library Adults - Chair Yoga with Dr. Ann Clark.
Chairs provided. Please bring a towel & water bottle.
Wednesdays in March, 10:30am & 11:30am.
DM Foundation - First Thursdays: Art of Elan. Thu, Mar
2, 7-8:30pm Powerhouse. Open to subscription holders
only!
DM Community Connections - Healthy Aging Forum
with Dr. Kalina. Tuesday, March 14th, 9:30am to 11:30am,
Del Mar Community Building, 225 9th St.
DM Library Adults - Adult Coloring. All materials provided. Saturday, March 4 & 18, 10am. (1st & 3rd Saturday
of the month.)
DM Foundation - Cultural Arts presents: The Railsplitters
in a special “Bluegrass & Beyond” performance at the Del
Mar Powerhouse. Sun, Mar 5, 7–8:30pm Powerhouse. This
is a ticketed event!
City Council Meeting. March 6, 2017, 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM @
City Council Chambers
Ad Hoc Development Review Process Citizens’ Advisory
Committee. March 7, 2017, 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM @ Del Mar
Council Chambers at Southfair.
DM Community Connections - Tuesday Lunch
Connection. Tuesday, March 7th and 21st, 12 noon to
1:30pm, Del Mar Community Building, 225 9th St.
DM Library Adults - Adult Yoga. With certified instructor Lynne Truong. Please bring a mat & towel. Tuesdays in
March,12pm.
Parks and Recreation Committee. March 8, 2017, 4:45
PM - 5:45 PM @ Del Mar Council Chambers at Southfair
DM Library Kids - Board Games with Albert. Test/
improve your skills against others while having a great
time. Wednesday March 8 & 29, 1pm.

DM Community Connections - Monday Explorers. Tour
of Stuart Collection at UCSD. Monday, March 13th, 9:30am
to 2pm, Meet at Del Mar Community Building, 225 9th St.
Planning Commission. March 14, 2017, 6:00 PM - 10:00
PM @ Del Mar Council Chambers at Southfair.
San Dieguito Lagoon Committee. March 15, 2017, 6:00
PM - 8:00 PM @ Del Mar Library.
Sustainability Advisory Board. March 16, 2017, 7:30
AM - 9:30 AM @ Del Mar Council Chambers at Southfair.
DM Foundation - Special Events: St. Patrick’s Day
Doggy Meet & Greet. Sat, Mar 18, 3:30-4:30pm Del Mar
Shores Park.
DM Foundation - Young Del Mar. Brunch with the Band
featuring Hullabaloo. Sun, Mar 19, 11am–1pm Del Mar
Shores Park.
City Council Meeting. March 20, 2017, 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
@ City Council Chambers.
Del Mar Historical Society - monthly meeting. Tuesday,
March 21, 5:00 pm, in the conference room at 225 9th
Street. The public is welcome and encouraged to attend.
Traffic and Parking Advisory Committee. March 21,
2017, 5:00 - 7:00 PM @ Del Mar Council Chambers at
Southfair.
Design Review Board. March 22, 2017, 6:00 PM - 10:00
PM @ Del Mar Council Chambers at Southfair.
DM Library Kids - Puzzle Club. With Ms. Gretchen.
Puzzles for all ages and skill levels provided. Wednesday,
March 22, 1pm.
Friends of the San Dieguito River Valley meeting.
Monday, February 27, 7pm. Del Mar City Hall, 2010 Jimmy
Durante, suite 100.
Business Support Advisory Committee. March 28, 2017,
9:00 AM - March 26, 2017, 11:00 AM @ Del Mar Council
Chambers at Southfair.
Finance Committee. March 28, 2017, 4:30 PM - 6:15 PM @
Del Mar Council Chambers at Southfair.
DM Community Connections - ROMEO Men’s Lunch.
Tuesday, March 28th, 12pm to 1:30pm, Sbicca

FROM THE 1997 sANDPIPER

DM Community Connections - Board of Directors
Meeting. Saturday, March 11th, 9am to 10am, Del Mar
Community Building, 225 9th St.
DM Library Teens - Teen Tech Week. PS4 Virtual Reality
demonstration. Discover new worlds and a new gaming
experience. Teen Tech Week. Saturday, March 11, 1pm.
DM Library Adults - Knitting Circle. All levels welcome.
March 11 & 25, 10am. (2nd & 4th Saturday of the month.)
DM Library Adults - Meditation. Unlock the Power
Within You. With Doug Frankel, long-time meditator.
Saturday, March 11, 10:30am.
DM Library Kids - Kids Chess Club. All skill levels welcome to play. March 12 & 19, 2:15pm.
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Visit the
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online!
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Zumbar at Zel’s
Dolores Davies | Crest Road

I

f you have a hankering for a Peppermint White
Chocolate Mocha Frappuccino or some other
sugar-laden faux coffee drink, our local coffee
chain will be happy to serve you. On the other
hand, if you are more of a purist when it comes
to your java and prefer well-brewed coffee with
a robust and distinctive flavor, you are in luck,
because Zumbar Coffee has arrived in Del Mar!
Their new outpost is a coffee kiosk in front of
Zel’s restaurant, and they are currently open
every day, from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Zumbar Coffee & Tea is a boutique coffee roasting company with coffee shops in Sorrento Valley
and Cardiff, with a loyal following among San
Diego coffee connoisseurs and plain old coffee
lovers. Founded in 2003 by Steve Rayle, Zumbar
takes an artisan approach toward the craft of
coffee, and has it’s own “coffee lab” for conducting taste experiments and training baristas. They
source green coffee from producers who are as
Zumbar Coffee now serving their stellar coffee at Zel’s kiosk.
committed to quality and sustainability as they
Photo Dolores Davies.
are, and in the roasting process, they seek to
elicit the intrinsic character of each coffee. With
by the talented Grant, the barista manning the Zel’s outspecial attention given to balancing time, temperature, and
post. I found each of them to be rich, full-flavored, and
airflow, the beans are roasted to perfection using a vintage
delicious. I can also vouch for their exceptional cold brew.
cast iron Probat coffee roaster from the ‘50s.
In a collaboration with their Sorrento Valley neighbor,
This meticulous process continues with expertly-pulled
New English Brewing Company, Zumbar also produces an
espresso drinks in classic ristretto style and rich, sweet
award-winning Imperial Stout, which includes coffee, beer,
French press coffee. The menu includes a handful of coffee
and Belgian chocolate.
drinks but will be expanding to include other items. While
Zumbar is a Spanish verb. “It means to buzz (like a bee),
coffee can be purchased at the kiosk, patrons of Zel’s can
to hum (like a motor), to purr (like a cat).” Pay them a visit
also order Zumbar’s heady brew. This writer quaffed an
and you, too, can Zumbar!
Americano, a cappuccino, a mocha, and a latte—rendered
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